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*^THE English Reader" and "The Sequel" to 
that perfoi naance, having met with a favourable 
- reception from the public, the compiler has been 
induced to prepare ^ small volume, on a similar plan, 
for the use of children who have made but little 
progress in reading. It has been bis aim to form 
a compilation, which would properly conduct the 
young learner from the Spelling-book to the " Eng- 
•^lish Reader ;** and in prosecuting this design, he has 
been particularly careful to select such pieces as are 
adapted to the understa%iding, and pleasing to the 
taste, of children. . 

A work calculated for different classes of yopng 
readers, should contain pieces suited, in point of lan- 
guage and matter, to their various ages and capacities* 
The compiler, in conformity with this ideaV has endea- 
voujred to arrange the materials of each chapter so as 
to form any easy gradation, which may be adapted to 
the different progress of the learners. Judicious 
teachers well know how to apply this arrangement to 
the years and abilities of their pupils. 

Care has been taken to render the language of all 
the pieces correct and' perspicuous ; that the ybung 
learner may improve xxk style as well as in reading, 
and insensibly acquire a taste for accurate composi> 
tion. — To imbue the tender mind with the love of 
virtue and goodness, is an especial object of the pre- 
sent work : and with this view, the pieces have been 
scrupulously selected : and, where necessary, nurified 
from every word and sentiment that could c^en^ the 
]fnost delicate mind, 
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V Preface. 

As a work tending to season the minds of children 1 

with piety and virtue, and to improve, thqmSfi read* ^ 

ing, language, apd sentiment, the compilet* hopes it 
will prove a suitable Introduction to tRe *^ English 
Reader," and other publications of that nature ; and 
also a proper book for those schools, in which, from^ 
their circumscribed plan of education larger works of 
the kind cannot be admitted.. 






Advertisement to the Second English Edition, 



The compiler has added- to this edition more than* 
twenty pages of matter, which he hopes will be found ^ 

useful and interesting. He has diso given to many <^ 
of the pieces a new arrangement, calculated to render 
every part of tlje work more intelligible and pleasing 
to young minds* ^ 
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RULES AND OBSERVATIONS 
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The compiler of this work having, in the preface to 
his " English Reader," explained at large the princi- 
ples of elocution, nothing on this head seems to be ne- 
cessary, in the present publicatioir, but to give a few 
plain and simple rules, adapted to the younger classes 
of learners ; and to make some observations, calcula- 
ted to rectify the errors which they are most apt to 
commit. . These rules may be comprehended und.er 
the following heads. They are comprised in few 
words, and a little separated from the observations, 
that those teachers who wish their pupils to commit 
them to memory, may mo e readily distinguish them 
from the parts which require only an attentive perusal. 

I. All the simple sounds should be pronounced 
with fulness, distinctness, and energy ; particularly the 
vowels, on the proper ^utterance of which, the force 
and beauty of pronunciation greatly depend. 

The simple sounds, especially those signified by the 
letters /, r, 5, th^ and sh^ are oHen very imperfectly 
pronounced by young persons. B and p are apt to be 
confounded : so are ^, and ^ s and 2, / and v. The 
letters v and w are often bounded the one for the 
other: thus, wine is pronounced vine ; and vinegar, 
winegar. The diphthong ow, is, in some words, vul- 
garly sounded like er : as foller, meller, winder : in- 
stead of follow, mellow, window. When several 
consonants, proper to be sounded, occur in the begin- 
ning or at the end of words, it is a very common error 
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to omit one of them in pronunciation : as in the words 
asps, casks, guests, breadth, fifth, twelfth, strength, 
hearths. Not sounding the letter h^ when it is proper 
to sound this letter, is a great fault in pronunciation, 
and very difficult wholly to correct. 

When children have acquired any improper habits 
with respect to simple sounds, the best mode of cor- 
rection is, to make them frequently repeat word» and 
sentences, in which those sounds occur. When the 
simple sounds are thoroughly understood and acquir- 
ed, the various combinations of them into syllables . 
and words will be easily affected. 

II. In order to give spirit and propriety to pronun- 
ciation due attention must be paid to accent, emphasis, 
and cadence. 

. When we distinguish a syllable by a greater stress 
of the voice, it is called accent. When we thus dis- 
tinguish any word in a sentence, it is called emphasis. 
It ia difficult to give precise rules for placing the ac- 
cent ; but the best general direction. Is, to consult the 
most approved pronounciiig dictionaries and to imitate 
the practice of the most correct speakers. 

There are, in every sentence, spme word or words, 
on which the sense of the rest depends ; and these 
must always be distinguished by a fuller and stronger 
sound of voice, whether they are found |n the begin- 
ning, the middle, or at the end of the 9entence. It 
is highly improper to lay an emphasis on words of 
little importance. Words put in opposition to each 
other, are always emphatical: a?, " H^re I zxamise- 
rable; but there I shall i>e ^A«j^/&y." "Children," 
says Beattie, " are not often taught .to read with pro- 
per emphasis. When' books are put before them 
which they do not understand, it is impossible they 
should apply it properly. Let them, therefore, itad 
nothing but what is level to their capacity. Let them 
read deliberately, and with attention to every word* .-^ 
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Let them be set right, not only when they misapply 
the emphasis, but sdso cautioned against the opposite 
extremes of too' forcible and too feeble an application 
of it ; for, by the former of these faults, they become 
affected in their utterance j and by^the latter, insipid." 
That children may be enabled to apply the emphasis 
with judgment, they should carefully study the subject, 
and ascertain the meaning of every difficult word and 
sentence previously to their being called to read to the 
teacher. 

As emphasis consists in raising the voice, cadence 
signifies the falling of it. Towards the close of a 
sentence, the cadency takes place, unless the conclud- 
' ii^g words be emphaticaL It should always be easy 
and gradual, not abrupt ; and should never be expres- 
sed in feeble and languid a manner. Even the fai- 
ling of the voice may be managed with spirit and va- 
riety. . * 

III. As the art of reading greatly depends on the 
proper management of the breath, it should be used 
with economy. The voice *ought to be relieved at 
every stop; slightly at a comma, more leisurely at a 
semicolon, or a Colon, and completely at a period. 

A due attention to this rule, will prevent a broken, 
faint, and languid voice, which is the usual fault of ig^ 
norant and vulgar readers. It»will enable the reader^ 
to preserve the command of his voice ; to pronounce 
the longest sentence with as much ease as t}ie shortest ; 
and to acquire that freedom and energy, with which 
a person of judgment naturally expresses his percep- 
tions, emotions, and passions, in common^discourse. . 

The comma marks the shottest pause ; the semico- 
lon, a pause double that of the comma ; the colon, 
double that of the semicolon ; and the period, dou- 
ble that of the colon. A dash following a stop, 
shows the pause ia^to be ^greater than if the stop were 
aixtwhen u^ed by itself^ requires a pause of such 
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length as the sense alone can deternune* A para« ~^ 

graph requires a pause double that which is proper at 
a period. * • 

The points of interrogation apd excjamation are 
uncertain as to their time. The pause which they 
demand is equal to a semicolon, a colon, or a period, 
as the sense may require. * They should be attended 
with ^n elevation of the voice. The parenthesis, 
unless accompanied with a stop, requires but a small 
pause. It generally marks a moderate depression of « 

the voice* 

IV. Let the tone of the voice in reading, be the 
same as it would be in speaking on the same subject. 

To render this rule prop:;r and effectual, children 
should be taught to spt- ak slowly, distinctly, and with 
due attention to the sentiments they express. The 
mode of speafing is then only to be imitated by the 
reader, when it is just and natural 

V. Endeavour to varyand modulate the voice, ac- 
cording to the nature of the subject, whether it be in 
a solemn, a serious, a iamiliar, a gay, a humorous, 
or an ironical strain* 

It would be highly improper to read an interesting 
narrative, with an air of negligence ; to express warm 
emotions of the heart; with cold indifference ; and to 
pronounce a passage of Scripture, on a sublime and 
important subject, with a familiar tone of common 
conversation. On the other hand, it would be"absurd 
to read a letter ^n trivial subjects, in a mournful 
strain ; or a production of gayety and humour, 'w.ith 
grave formal ty. 

VI. In reading verse, the same^general directions 
must be observed, as have been givenfor reading prose, ^j^ 

Narrative, didactic, descriptive, an^ pathetic pieeea^ ^^ 
have the same peculiar tone and nlanner,lir^>o<^tfy as ' 



dbyGoogk 



T> 



Eules^ &c. ix. 

in'prose. A siogiDg note, and making the lines jin- 
gle by laying too great stress on the rhyming words, 
should be particularly avoided. A very small pause 
ought to be made at the end of a line, unless the sense, 
or some of the usual marks of pause, require a con- 
siderable one* The great rule for reading verse, as 
well as prose, is too'cad slowly, distinctly, and in a 
natural tone of voice. 



We shall now cailtion yoiing readers against some 
faults which many are apt to commit. In doing this, 
it will unavoidably happen, that a few of the preced- 
ing observations will, in Some respects, be repeated t 
. but this confirmation of the rules will, it is presumed, 
be no disadvantage to the learners. A display of the 
various errors in reading, incident to children, may 
make a greater impression, than directions which are 
positive, and point only to the propriety of promincia- 
tion. 

1. Avoid too loud, or too low a voice. 

Aa overstrained voice is very inconvenient to the 
reader, as well as disgusting to the hearer. It ex- 
hausts the reader^s spirits ; and prevents the proper 
management and moduladon of his voice, according 
to the sense of his subject ; and it naturally leads into 
a tone. Too low a voice is not so inconvenient to the 
speaker as the other extreme; but it is very disagree- 
able to the hearer. It is always offensive to an au- 
dience, to observe any thing in the reader or speaker, 
that marks indolence or inattention. When the voice 
is naturally too loud, or too low, young persons should 
correct it in their ordinary conversation : by this means 
they will learn to avoid both the extremes, in reading. 
They should begin the sentence with an even, mode** 
rate voice, which will enable them to riise or fall as 
the subject requires* 
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2. Avoid a thick, confused, cluttering voice. 

It is very disagreeable to hear a person mumble, 
clip, or swallow his words ; leaving out some sylla- 
bles in the long words, and scarcely ever pronouncing 
some of the shcw^t ones ; but hurrying on without any 
care to give his words liieir full sound, or his hearers 
the full sense of them. This fault is not easily cured. 
The best means of mending it, is to endeavour, both 
in conversation and reading, to pronounce every word' 
in a deliberate, clear, and distinct manner. 

3. Be careful to read neither too quickly nor too 
slowly. 

A precipitant reader leaves no room for- pauses ; 
fatigues himself; and lowers the dignity of his subject. 
His hearers lose much of what is delivered, and must 
always be dissatisfied with a reader who hurries and 
tires them. Children are very apt to read too fast, 
and to take a pleasure in it, thinking that they who 
pronoifnce the words with the greatest rapidity, are 
the best scholars. The heavy ,^ drotiish, sleepy reader, 
and who often makes pauses where there should be 
none, b also very disagreeable. If he hems and yawns 
between the periods, he is still more so. 

4. Study to avoid ah irregular mode of pronuncia- 
tion. 

It is a great fault in reading,' to raise and fall the 
voice by fits and starts ; to elevate and depress it un- 
seasonably without regard to sense or stops : or always 
tq begin a sentence with a high voice, and conclude 
it with a low one ; or, on the contrary, to bt^gin with 
a low voice, and conclude with a high one. To avoid 
these errors, the sentence should not be begun in too 
high, or too low a key; regard should be had to the 
nature of the points, and the length of the periods : 
and the readerV mind should be attentive to the sub- 
ject, sense, and spirit of his author. i 
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3, With the utmost care avoid a flat, duU, uniform 
voice without emphasis or cadence, or a pro|»er re- 
gard to the sense of what is reading; 

This }a a praetke to which children who do not 
love learning, and who are tired with their lessons, 
are very pmne. When this mode of reading becomes 
habitual, it is painful to the hearer, and very difficult 
to he remedied. The best means of cure are those 
prescribed for the preceding error : for if the mind 
be attentive to> the sentiments delivered, the voice will 
be ads^ed to their nature apd importance. 

6. Reading with an improper tone, is a great and 
common fault of learners^ and must be carefully 
avoid»^d. 

No habit is more easy to be contracted than this, 
or harder to be overcjdcie. This unnatural tone in 
redding, is always disgustiiig to persons of sense and 
delicacy. Som^ hawJ A fiqu#a*:1ftg tone. Persons 
whose voices are shrill and weak, tjr^>v^Bt«iined, are 
apt to fall into this tone. — Some have a singing or 
canting note ; others assume a high, swelling tone. 
These lay too much stress on every sentence, and 
violate every rule- of decent pronunciation. — Some 
affect an awful and striking tone, attended with so- 
lemn grimace ; as if they wished to move the reader 
with every word, whether the weight of the subject 
supports them or not. — Some have a set, uniform tone 
of voice, which has already been noticed. Others 
have a strange, whimsical, whining tone, peculiar to 
themselves, and not easy to be described. They are 
continually laying the emphasis on words wli^ch do 
not require or serve it. 

To avoid air kinds of unnatural and disagreeable 
tones, we should read with the same ease and freedom 
that would mark our private conversation, on the same 
subject. We do not hear persons converse in a 
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tone : if we did, we should laugh at thenu " Do not^" 
says Dr. Watts, ** affect to change that natural and 
easy sound with which you 8()eak for a strange, new, 
awkward tone, as some do when they begin to read. 
We should almost be persuaded that the speaker and 
the reader were two different f>ersons, if our cyts did 
not tell us the coiptrary." 

We shall close these rules and observations, by a 
remark of considerable importance to young persons 
who are desirous of learning to read welL Few rules 
on the subject are intelligible to children, unless illus- 
trated by the voice of a competent instructer. They 
should^ therefore, pay great attention to the manner 
in which their teacher, and other persons of approved 
skill, perform the business of reading. They should 
observe their mode of pronouncing the words, placing 
the emphasis, makinapi^ipaiysfs, managing the voice, 
and adapting it to iRs various subjects they read; 
and, in all these rps'pectfif endea^ur to imitate them 
as nearly as possible. ^ 
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CHAPTER I. 

SELECT SBHTEKGES ASTD PABAOBAFHS. 



SECTION I. 

TO be good is to be happy. 

Vice, soop or late brings misery* 

We were* not made for ourselves only. 

A good person has a tender concern for the happiness 
of others. 

Modesty is one of the chief ornaments of youth. 

Deceit discovers a little mind. 

Cultivate the love of truth. 

No confidence caa be placed in those vtrho are in the 
habit of lying. 

Neglect no opportunity of doing good. 

Idleness is the parent of vice and misery. 

Cleanliness promotes health of body aod delicacy of 
mind. # ^ 

The real wants of nature are soon satisfied. 

A contented mind is an inestimable treasure. 

Deliberate before you promise. 

Boast not of the favours you bestow. 

Merit the approbation of the wife and good* 

It is a great bless^ing to have pious and virtuous parents. 

The most secret acts of goodness are seen and ap- 
proved by the Almighty. 

SECTION II. 

CUjr r<pputation, virtue, and happiness greatly depend 
ell the choice of our companion. 

■ 2 
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18 Introduction^ ^c. Part I# 

Good or bad habits, fovmed in youth, generally go 
mth US through life. 

We should be kind to all persons, even to those who 
are unkind to us. 

When we acknowledge our misconduct, and are sorry 
for it, generous and good persons will pity and forgive us. 

Our best friends are those who tell us of our faults^ 
and teach us how to correct them* 

If tales were not listened to, there would be no tale- 
bearers. 

To take sincere pleasure in the blessings and excel- 
lences of others^ is a sure mark of a good heart. 

We can never treat a fellow-creature ill, without of- 
fending the graci6us Creator and Father of all. 

A kind word, nay, even a kind look, often affords com^ 
fort to the afflicted. , ' 

Every desire of the heart, every secret thought, is 
known to him who made us. 

SECTION III. 

He that cares only for himself, has but few pleasures ; 
and those few are of the lowest order. 

We may escape the censure of others, wlien we do 
wrong privately ; but we cannot avoid the reproaches 
of our own mind. 

Partiality to self often hides from us our own faults 5 
we see very clearly the same faults in others. 

Never sport with pain and distress. in any of your 
amusements; ngr ti^at even the meanest insect with 
wanton cruelty. 

Vicious pursuits may yield a few scattered pleasures ; 
but piety and virtue will make our whble life happy. 

Fancy paints pleasure at a distance, witl? beautiful co- 
lours ; but possession often takes away their beauty. 

We should accustom purselves to bear small injuries 
patiently ; we shall then be better able to support great 
ones. When provokedjjf the follies of others, think of 
your own imperfections ; be patient and humble. 

Without frugality none can be rich ; and wi4h it 
very few would be poor. ' .,., 

The good or bad disposftion of children, often aboi^s it- 
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selfy in their behavteur to senrants and inferlotirs ; it is 
seen even in their treatment of dumb animals. 

They who ridicule the wise and good, are dangerous 
companions ; they bring virtue jtself into contempt. 

We cannot be good as God is good, to ail persons 
every where ; but we can rejoice, that every where tbefe 
is a God to do them good. 

SECTION IV. 

W5EN blessed with health and prosperity, cultivate an 
bumble and compassionate disposition : think of the dis- 
tresses of human life ; of the solitary cottage, the dying 
parent and the weeping orphan. 

Avoid all harshness in behiaviour ; treat every one with 
/that courtesy which springs from a mild and gentle heart. 

Be slow in forming intimate connexions ; they may 
bring dishonour and misery. 

Almost all our desires are apt to wacder into an im- 
proper course : to direct them properly requires care; 
but that care will render us safe and happy through life. 

The days that are past are gone for ever ; those that 
are to come, may not come to us ; the present time only 
is ours : let i^s, therefore, improve it as much as possible, 

They \vho are moderate in their expectations, meet 
with few disappointments : the eager and presumptuous 
are continually disappointed. 

Whatever is worth doing at all, is worth doing well : 
but itis impossible to do any thing well, without attention. 

Let us not ex{)ece too much pleasure in this life: no 
situation is exempt from trouble. The best persons 
are, no doubt, the happiest \ but they too have their trials 
and afflictions. 

SECTION V. 

How greatly due the kind offices of a dutiful and af- 
fectionate child, gladden the heart of a parent, especially 
when sinking under age or infirmities ! 

What better proof can we give of wisdom and good- 
ness, than to be content with the station in which Provi- 
dence has placed us ? '^ 

An honest man, (as Pope expresses himself,) is the 
^blc«t work of God../ 
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How pleasant it is, when we lie down at nighty to re* 
fleet that we are at peace with all persona ! that we hare 
carefully petifwmed the duties of the day I that the Al- 
mighty beholds and love us ! 

Hpw readily shpuld we forgive those who offend U8) 
ill we consider how much our heavenly Father has for- 
given us. , . 

Who would exchange the humble peace which virtue 
gives, for all the honours and pleasures of a vain world I 

Pii'de (to use the erophatical words of a sacred writer) 
was not made for man. 

How can we spend our time foolishly, when we know 
that we must give an account hereafter, of our thoughts, 
words, and actions I 

How glorioua an object is the sun ! but how much 
more glorious is $hat great and good Being, who made 
It for our use I • 

&hold, how rich and beautiful are the works of na- 
ture I What a bountiful provision is made * for our 
wan<s and pleasures I— Surely, the author of so many 
blessingsA.worthy of our love and gratitude ! 

^ SECTION VI. 

Ctaus, when young, being* askeowhat was the first 
thing which he leaifned, answered ; <• To speak the truth.** 

Eparoinondas, th^ celebrated Theban general, was re- 
markable for his love of truth. He nfever told a lie, even 

All our moral duties are contained in these few 
words ; " Do as you would be done by/* 

The following was a favourite sentinacnt of the wise 
and good Socrates: " We should eat and drink; in order 
to live ; instead of living, as many do, to cat and drink." 

Artaxeratcs Mnemon, king of Persia, l]^fesg, upon an 
extraordinary occasion, reduced to lat barley-bread and 
dried figs, and to drink water: « What pleasure," said 
he " have I lost till now, by my delicacies and excess. 

When Cato drew near the close of life, he made 
this most benevolent declardSon to his friends: " The 
greatest comfort of my old age,1s, the plea8ing^«emem- 
brance of t^ friendly offices I hate done to othcri. To sec 
them easy and happy by my meana, makes me truly so." 
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Mark Antony, yrhen under adverse circumstances} 
made this interesting exclamation ; '< I have lost all, ex- 
cept what I have given away.*' 

The Emperor Marcus Aurelius, a pious and good- 
man, expressed the benevolence of his hcfart, in these 
wprds: <^ I cannot relish a happiness which no one par- 
takes of but myself." 

Edward the VI. king of England, being, when very 
young required by his uncle to sign a warrant for the 
execution of a poor woman, on account of her religious 
principles, said} with tears in his eyes: '^ I almost wish 
I had never learned to write." 

SECTION VII. 

Pity the sorrows and sufferings of the poor. Dis- 
dain not to enter their. wretthed abodes; nor to listen to 
their moving lamentations^ 

Gratitude is a deli&htful emotion, The grateful heart 
at once performs its duty, ^d endears itself to others. 

If we ought to be grateful for services received from 
our f<:iends,' how should our hearts gibw with thankful- 
ness to Him, who has given us being, and all the bless- 
ings we enjoy ! 

Young people too often set out in liC^, with too much 
confidence in themselves. Alas I how little do they 
know the dangers which await them T 

To repine at the improvement of others, and wish to 
'deprive them of the praise tbey have deserved, is an en- 
vious and odious disposition. 

We ought not to be proud or vain of the advantages 
we possess ; but humbly endeavour to use them for the 
benefit of our lellow- creatures, and the glory of that 
great Being from whom we have received them. 

If we consider how much the comfort, or the uneasi- 
ness of all around us, depends on the state of our own 
temper^ we should surely endeavour to render it sweet 
and accommodating. 

When we feel our inability to resist evil, aftd to do 
good, what a comfort it is, to ,know that! our heavenly 
Father will, if we humbly apply to him, hcarour prayers^ 
»nd graciotfsly assist us I • ^■' 

When young persons are afflicted with 4llBefis,^©#* 
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greatly do they endear themselves to all about them, by 
being tractable) consideratey gentle, and grateful! but 
how painful it is, tb see them peevish, self-willed, and 
unthankful ! How much do the former qualities lessen 
the affliction ; and the latter increase it. 

A family where the great Father of the universe i$ 
duly reverenced ; where parents are honoured and 
obeyed; whete brothers and sisters dwell together in 
love and harmony ; where peace and order reign ; where 
there is no law but th*e law of kindness and wisdom ; is 
surely a most delightful and interesting spectacle ! 
SECTION Vllt. ^ 

God is the kindest and best of beings. He is our Fa* 
ther. He approves us when we do well: he' yj | |L S us 
when we err: and he, desires to make us happy for^yer. 
How greatly should we love ^o good an4ki^<^ & Father ; 
and how careful should %e be to serve andr please him I 

Never insult the unfortunate, especially when they im- 
plore relief or assistance. If you<>^hnot grant their re- 
quests, refuse them mildly and tenlilerly» If you feel com- 
passion for them, (and what good heart can^ behold distress 
without feeling compassion?) be not ashamed to express it. 

Listen to the afiPeptionate counsels of jFour parents; 
treasure up their precepts ; respect their riper judg- 
ment ; and enjoy, with gratitude and delight, the advan- 
tages resulting from their society. Bind to your bosom^ 
by the most endearing ties, your brothers and sister^l|^ 
chjerish them as your best ijompanions, through the va- 
riegated journey of life; and suffer no jealousies and 
contentions to interrupt the harmony^ which should ever 
reign amongst you. 

Theywlioa^e accustomed toview^their companjons 
in the most favourable light, are like persons who dwell 
admidst those beautiful scenes of nature, on whiph the 
eye rests with pleasure. Suspicious persons resemble 
the traveller in the wilderness, who sees, no objects 
around bira, but what are either dreary or terrible. 
SECTION IX. 

An amiable youth lamented, in t^rms of sincere grieff 
the death of a most affectionate parent,^^ His pompanion 
^ideavoureito console him by the refleQtipn, tiiat he had 
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always behaved to the deceased, wiih duty, tenderness, 
and respect. « So I thought,** replied the youth, ** whilst 
my parent was living: but now! recollect with pain and 
sorrow, many instances of disobedience and neglect, for 
which alas i it is too late to make atonement.** 

Sir Isaac Newton possessed a remarkably mild ^nd 
even temper. This great man, oh a particular occasion, 
was called out of his study to an adjoining apartment. A 
litUe dog, named Diamond, the constant but incurious 
attendant of his master's researches, happened to be left 
among the* papers ; and threw down a lighted candle, 
which consumed the' almost finished labours of some 
years. Sir Isaac soon returned, and had the mortification 
to behold his irreparable loss^ But, with his usual self- 
possessionf^ he only exclaimed ; '' Oh Diamood ! Dia- 
mond ! thpuTntle knowest the mischief thou hast done.*' 
; Queen Caroline having observed that her daughter, 
the princess — ^, had made' one of the ladies about her 

"* stand ii long^ time, whilst she was talking to her on some 
Irifiing subject, was resolved to give her a suitable re- 
primand. When the princess came in the evening, as 
usual to read to her, and was drawing a chair to sit down, 
the queen said ; " No, my dear, you must not sit at- pre- 
sent ; for I intend to make you stand this evening, as long 
asvou suffered lady \ to remain in the same position. 
Jjpphe benevolent John Howard, having settled his ac 

""counts at the close of a particular year, and found a balance 
in his favour, proposed to hb wife to make use of it in a 
journey to London, ori<i any other amusement she chose* 
*^What a pretty cottage for a poor family it would build!" 
was her answer. T^his charitable hint met his cordial 
approbation, and the money was laid out accordingly* 

Horace, a celebrated Roman poet, relates, that a coun- 
tryman, who wanted to pass a river, stood loitering on 

' the bank of it, in the foolish expectation, that a current 
so rapid would soon discharge its waters.. But the stream 
still flowed, increased, perhaps, by fresh torrents from 
the mountains : and it must for ever flow, because the 
sources, from which it is derived, are inexhaustible. 
Thus, the idle and irresolute youth trifles over his books, 
or wastes in play the precious moments \ deferring the 
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task of Improvement) which at first Is easy to be accom^ 
plished) but which will become more and more difficult, 
the longer It is neglected* 



CHAPTER II. 

NARRATIVE PIECES. 



SECTION I. 

The ftious sons* 

1. In one of those terrible eruptions of Mount J^tna, 
vrhich have often happened, the danger to the inhabitants 
df the adjacent country, was.uncoramonly great.* 

2. To avoid immediate destruction from the fiames, 
and the melted -lava which ran down the sides of the 
mountain, the people were obliged to retire to a consi- . 
derable distance. 

3. Amidst the hurry aifd confusion of such a scene* 
(fevery one flying and parrying away whatever he deemed 
most prrecious,) two brotherSf the one named Anapias, 
and the other Anphiniomus, in ^^ height of their sg|^ 
citude for the preservation ^f their wealth and goocff^ 
suddenly recollected that their father and mother, both 
very old were unable to save themselves by flight. 

4 Filia,l'tenderness triumphedbver every other consi- 
deration^" Where," cried the generous youth " shall we 
find a more precious treasirre,^ than they are who gave us 
being, and who have eheriahed and protected us, through 
life?*? Having said this, the, one took up his lather on 
his shoulderstand the other his mother, and happily made 
their ^ay through the surrounding smoke and flames, 

5. All who were witnesses of this dutiful and affec- 
tionate conduct, were struck with the highest admira- 
ration : and they and their posterity, ever after, called 
the path which these good young men took in their re-* 
treat, « The Field of the Pious/* 
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' SECTION 11- 

^. Filial senaibility, 

1. A STRONG instance of affectionate and dutiful attach- 
ment to parems, has been related in th6 preceding section. 
• The following display of filial tenderness, js scarcely less 
interesting and extraordinary. 

^ 3. A young gentleman in one of the academies at Paris, 
vras remarked for eating nothiRg but soup, and dry bread, 
and drinking only water. The governor of the institution, 
attributing this singularity to excess of dev«|ion, reproved 
his pupil, and endeavoured to persuade him to alter his re- 
solution* 

3. Finding, iiowever^ that his remonstrances were inef- 
fectual, he sent for him again, and observed to him, that 
such condudt was highly unbecoming*, and that it was his 
d^ty to conform to the rules of the academy. 

4. He ^hen endeavoured to learn the reason of his pupil's 
conduct ; but as th^ youth could not be prevailed upon to 
impart the secret, the governor at last thrleatc^ed to send 
him back to his family. . "* 

5. This menace producei an inimediate explanation : 
*' Sir/* said the young man, *' in my father's bouse I eat 
not^g but blaok bread, and of that very little : here I 

«hsi|^Kood soup and excellent- white bread ; and though I 
ini^R, if I choose it, fare luxuriously, I cannot persuade 
myself to take any thing else,«wfaen I re&ect on the situa- 
tlon in which I have l^ft my ^ther and mother.'' 

6. The governor was greatly moved by this instance of 
filial sensibility, and could not refrain from tears. " Your 
father," said he, " has been in the army ; has he no pen- 
sion V* *< No," replied the youth ; ^^ he has long been soli- 
citing one ; but for want of money, has been obliged to 
give up the pursuit : and ratlier than contract any debts in 
Versailles, he has chosen ali|^|f wretchedness in the 






country." ^H 



f. " Well ;" returned the govWnor," if the fact is as you 

ave represented it, I promise to procure for your father a 

^pension of five hundred livfes a year. And since your 

friends are in ao reduced circumstances, take these three 

tauis d'ors for your pocket -expenses. I will undertake to 
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remit your father the first half year of his pensidn in ad 
vancc." • 

8. « Ah, Sir !" replied the youth, « as you have the 
goodness to propose remitting a sum of money to m^a- 
ther,'l entreat you to add to it these three louis d'ors. As*,, 
I have here every tftihg I can wish for, I do iv)t need them : 1 
but they would be of great uselo my father, and the maih- , 
tenance of his other children." rv 

SECTION III. %. 

Cruelty to inseps condemned^ 

1. A CERTAIN youth indulged himself in the cruel enter- 
tainment of torturing and killing flies. He tore off their 
wings and l^gs^ and then watched with pleasure their fee- 
ble efforts to escape from'him. 

2. Sometimes he collected a number of the^ together, 
and crushed them at once to death ; glorying, like many* H 
celebrated h^o, in the devastation he committed. 

•^ 3. His tutor remonsliated with him, in vain on this bar- 
barous conduct. He could not persuade him tfL believe 
that flies are capable of pain, and have a right, nolessthan 
ourselves, to life, liberty, and enjoyment. .> 

4. The signs of agony, which, when tormented, they ex- 
press, by the quick and various con^rtions of the bodies,* 
he neither understood nor regarded. ^ ■■ * 

5. Tbe luior had a microscope ; and be desired hl^u- 
pil, one day, to examine sC jnost beautiful and surprising 
animaL " Mark,'* said he^ " how h is studded from head 
to tailVith black and silver, and its body all over beset 
with the most curious bristles ! The head contains the most 
lively e3ie8, encircled Avith silver hairs ; and the trunk con* ' 
sisis of two parts, which fold over each other. The whole 
body is ornamei^ted with plumes and decorations, which 
surpass all the luxuries of dress, in the courts of the great- 
est princes , . ^^ 

6. Pleased ind astoni^H with what he saw, the youth 
was impatient to know^re name and properties jbf this 
wonderful animal. It was withdrawn from the magnifierj 
and when offered to his naked eye, proved to be a poor fl^ 
which had been the victim of his wanton cruelty. 

FERCIVAL'. , 
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SECTION IV. 

Selfish sorrow refiroved, 

1. One day> during the summer. Yacgtteiii^ Alexis ha;) 
prepared hijnself to set out with a party of his companions^ 
(^pon a mtle jourflby of pleasure. But the sky lowered, 
the clouds gathered, and he remained for «ome time in 
anxious^uspense about his expedition ; which at last w&^ 

Prevented by heav}||and continued rain. 

2. The disappointment overpowered his fortitude ; he 
burst into tearaj lamented* the untimely change of wea- 
ther ; and suUehfy^refused all consolation. 

Sv^LOj^ evening, the clouds were dispersed ; the sun 
shonflBRfn unusual Mghtness ; and the face of nature 
» seemed^to be renewed' in vernat beauty. 

4. Euphrmiius conducted Alexis into the fields. The 
slbrm of passion in his breast was no\y stilled ^ and the se- 
renity of the air, the music of the feathered ipngsters, the 
ver.tiire oif the meadows, and the sweet perfumes which 

ik'eathed around, regaled every sense, and filled his mind 
^ with delightful emotions. 

5. "Do not you remark,*' said Euphroniusy "the del^ht- 
fiil change which has suddenly taken place in the whole 
creation ? Recollect the appearance of the scene before 
us yesterday. The ground was then parched with a long 
drought ; the Rowers hid their drooping heads \ no fragrant 
odours were. perceived; and vegetation seemed to cease. 
To .what cause must we impute the revival of nature ?'* 

6. " To the rain which fell this morning," replied Alex- 
is, with a modest confusion. He was struck with the selfishr 
ness and folly of his conduct j and Ifis own bitter reflect 
tions anticipated the reproofs of £uphroni||s. feucival. 

"^ SECTION V. 

We are often deceived by afifiearancts, 

U A YOUTH, who lived in the country, and wlio had not 
• Acquired, cither by reading or conversatien, any knc^nrledge 
^ of the animals which inhabit foreign regions, came to Man** 
^ Chester, to see an exhibition of wild beasts. 

t. The size and figure of the elefipint struck him with 

7 
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awe; and he viewed the rhinoceros wit]h a^onishtnent. 
But his attention was soon withdrawn from these animals^ 
and directed to another, of the most elegant and beautiful 
form. 

3* He stood contemplating, with silent admirattpn, the 
glossy smoothest of his hair ; the blackness and regularity 
of the streaks with wliich he was marlftd ; ihe^^mmetry 
of his limbs; and, above all, the placid^ sweetness of his 
countenance. ^ 

4. *< What is the name of this lovclflianimaV* said be tA 
the keeper, " which you have placed near one of the ugli- 
est beasts in your collection ; as if you n^ant to contrast 
beauty with deformity ?" ' 

5. '< Beware young man," replied the inteUigefHTl^eperi 
<^of being so easily captivated with external appMlince. 
The animal which you admire is called a tiger ; and not- 
vfithstanding the meekness of his looks, he is fierce and sa« 
vage beyond description. I can neither terrify him by cor- 
rection> nor time him by indulgence. But the other beast 
which you despisci is in the highest degree docile, a&c- 
tionate, and useful. , ^ 

9. *< For the benefit of man he traverses the aandy de-' 
^itS'Of Arabia, where drink and pasture are seldom to be 
found ; and: will continue six or seven days without suste- 
nance, yet still patient of labour. His hair is manufactured 
into clothing ; his flesh is deei^ed wholefpnie nourishment; 
and the milk of the female is much valued by the Arabs. 

7. '* The camel, therefore, for such is the name given to * 
this anintal, is more worthy pf your admiration than the ti- 
ger; Notwithstanding the melcgance of his make, and the 
two bunches upon his back. For mere external beauiy is 
of little estimation :' and deformity,. when associated with^lj^ 
amiable dispositions and useful qualities, does not preclude 
our respect and approbation.** ,^ pbrcival. 

SECTION VI,' 

The two ^es. 

1. Ok a fine morning in summer, two bees set forward 
in quest of honey, the one wise and temperate, the other 
careless and extravagant. They soon arrived at a garden 
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enriched with aromatic herbs, the most fragr^t flowers, 
and the most delicious fruits. 

2. They regaled themselves with the various dainties 
that were spread before them : the one loaded his thighs, 
at intervals, with provisions for^the hive against the distant 
winter ; ihe other revelled in sweets, without regard to any 
thing but his present gratification. 

3. At length they found a wide-mouthed phial, that hung 
bei^eath the bough of a peach tree, filled with honey ready 
tempered, and exposed (o their taste in the most alluring 
manner. The thoughtless epicure, in spile of his friend's 
remonstrances, plunged headlong into the vessel, resolving 
to indulge himself in all the pleasures of sensuality. 

4. His philosophic companion, on the other hand, sipped 
a little, with caution *; but being suspicious of danger, flew 
off* to fruits and flowers; where, by the moderation of his 
meals, he improved his relish ♦ for the true enjoybaent bf 
them. . 

5. In the evening, however, he called upon his friet^ to 
inquire whether he would return to the hive ; but he found 
him surfeited in sweets, which he was as uilable to leai-^, 
as to enjoy. 

6. Clogged in his wings, enfeebled in his feet, and his 
whole frame totally enervated, he was but just able to bid 
his friend adieu ; and to lament with his latest breath, — 
that though a taste of pleasure may quicken the relish of 
life, an unrestrained indulgence leads to inevitable destruc- 
tion, pODSLEt. 

SECTION VII. ^ 

Ingenufty^ and industry rewarded, 

1. A RICH husbandman had two sons, the one exactly a 
year older than the other. The very day the second was 
born, he set, in the entrance of his orchard, two young^p- 
pie-trees of equal size ; which he cultivated with th^ same 
care, and which grew so equally, that no person could per* 
ceive the least difference between them. 

2. When his children were capable of handling garden-^ 
tools, he took them, one fine morning in spring, to see thete 
two trees, which he had planted for them, and called after 
their names : and when they h>d sufficiently admired their 
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growth) and tlie number of blossoms that covered themi 
he said : " My dear childreiij I give you these trees ; you 
see they arti^ln good condition. 

3. "They will thrive as much by your care, as they will 
decline by your negligence; and their fruit will reward » 
you in proportion to your labour." 

4. The youngest, named Edmund, was4n({ustrious and 
attentive. He busied himself in clearing his tree of in- 
sects that would hurt it ; and be propped up its stem, to 
prevents its taking a wrong bent. 

5. He loosened the earth about it, that the warmth of 
the sun, and the moisture of the dews, might cherish the 
roots. His mother had not tended him more carefully in 
his -nfancy, than he tended his young apple-tree. 

6. His brother, Moses, did not imitate his example. He 
spent a^ great deal of time on a mount that was near, throw- 
ing stones at the paseengers in ^he road. He went among 
all the little dirty country boys in the neighbourhood, to 
box WithHhem ; so that he ^as ofien seen with broken shins 
and blac^ eyes, from the kicks and blows he received in liis 
quarrels. 

7. tn shorty he neglected his tree so far, that he ne- 
ver thought of it, till, one day in xmturon, he, byxhance, 
saw Edmund's tree so full of apples streaked with purple 
and gold, that bad. it not been for the props which support- 
ed its branches, th^ weiglii of Its fruit must have bent it 
to the ground. 

8. StjupKwith the sight of so fine a tree, he hastehed te 
his own, looping to find as large a crop upon it ; but, to his 
great Surprise, he sawscarcely^any thin^, esfcept branches 
covered with moss, and a few yellow withered leaves. 

9. Full of passion and jedlonsly, he ran to his father, and ' 
' said ; ^' Father, what sqirt of ^ tree is that which you hSave 

given^ me f It is as dry as a broomstick ; find I shall not 
have ten apples on it. My brother you have used better : 
bid him at least share his apples with me." 

10. »* SharS with you I'* said his father ; " ^ the indus- 
trious must loose his labour, to feed the idle T fie' satisfied 
with your lot ; it is the effect of your negligence { and do 
not think to accuse me of injustice, when you see jour bro- 
ther's rich crop. Your tree was as fruitful, and iti i^s good 
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order as his : it bore as many blossoms, and grew in the 
same sOU^'imly-H'^was. not fostered with the same care. 

11.^' Edmund has Ke'pt his tree cle^r of hurtful insects ; 
but you have suffered them to eat up yours in its blossom. 
As I do not choose to let any thing which God has given 
me, and for which I hold myself accountable ta him, go to 
ruin, I shall take this tree from you and call i^ no more by 
your name. 

12. « It must pass through your brother's hands, before 
it can^ recover itself; and from this moment, both it and the 
fruit it may bear, are his property. You may, if you will, 
go into my nursery, and look for another ; and rear it, to 
make amends for your fault : but if you neglect it that too 
shall be given to your brother, for assisting me in my la- 
bour/' 

13. Moses felt the justice ^ his father's sentence, and 
the wisdom of his design* He therefore went that moment 
in the nursery, and chose one of the most thriving apple- 
trees he could find. Edmund assisted him wiih his advic(i 
in rearing it ; and Moses embraced every occasion of pay- 
ing attention to it. 

14. He was now never out of huthour with his comrades 
and still less with himself; for he applied cheerfully to 
work : and, in autumnrhe-had the pleasure of seeing his 
tree fully answer his hopes. Thus he had the double ad- 
vantage, of enriching himself with a splendid crop of fruit ;^ 
and, at the same time, of subduing the vicious habit!( he 
had contracted. His father was so well pleased with this 
change, that, the following jrear, he divided the produce of 
a stnall orchard between hinvtind his brother, bkrquik. 

SECTION vin. 

The secret (^ being always satUjied, 

1. A cEBTAiN Italian bishop, was remarkable for his hap- 
py and contented disposition. He met with much opposi- 
tion and encountered many, difficulties in hit journey 
through life : but it was observed, that he never repined at 
his condition, or betrayed the least degree of impatience. 

2. An Intimate frend of hid, who highly admired his 
virtue which he thought it Impossible to imit&te, one day 
asked the prelate, if he could communicate the secret of 
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being always aadsfied. ^< Yes," replied the good old man 
<* I can teach you my secret, and with great facility. It 
consists in nothing morO) than in fliaking a right use of my 
eyes." 

3. His friend begged him to eJirplain himself. "Most 
willingly," returned the bishop. <* In whatever state I am^ 
I first of all look up to heaven ; and reflect, tliat my prin- 
cipal business here is to get to that blessed abode. I then 
look down upon the earth, and call to naind that, when I 
am dead, I shall occupy but a small space in it. 

4. << I then look abroad into the world, and observe what 
multitudes there are, who, in every respect, are less fortu- 
nate than myself. Thus I learn where true happiness is 
placed ; where all our cares must end ; and how very little 
reason I have to repine, or to complain." 

SECTION IX, 
Beneficence ita ovinrevfard. 

1. PiGALLE, the celebrated artist, was« man of great hu- 
manity. Intending, on a particular occasion, to naake a 
Journey from L^ons to Paris, he laid by twelve louis d'ors 
to defray his expenses* But a little before the time pro- 
posed for his setting out^ he observed a man walking with 
strong marks of deep-felt sorrow, in his cduntcnanccr^and 
deportment. 

2. Pigalleinopeiled by thefeeKngs of a benevolent heart, 
accosted him, and inquired, ^ith much tenderness, whether 
it was in his power to afford'him any relief, The stf anger 
impressed with the manner of this friendly address, did not 
hesitate to lay open his distressed situation. ^ 

3. <* For want of ten louis d'ors," said he," I must be 
dragged this evening to a dungeon ; and be separated from 
a tender wife and a numerous fanrtly." " Do you want no 
more |?* exclaimed the humane artist. ** Come along with 
me : I have twelve louis d'ors in my trunk ; and they are 
all at your service." > 

4. The next day a friend of Pigalle's met him ; and In- 
quired whether it Was true, that hej ha^, as was publicly 
reported, very opportunely relieyed^ poor man and his fa- 
mily, from the greatest distress; ^ Ah, my friend i" said 
Pi^alle '< what a delicious supp^ did I make last night. 
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upon bread and cheese, with a family whose tears of gra- 
titude marked the goodness of their hearts ; and who 
blessed noe at every mouthful they eat i'* 

SECTION X. 

The comfias8iona(e judge, 

1. The celebrated Charles Anthony Domat, was pro- 
moted to the office of a Judge of a Provincial court, in the 
south of France, in which he presided, with public ap- 
plause, for twenty-four years. One day a poor widow 
brought a complaint before him, .against the Baron de 
Nairac, her landlord, for turning her out of possession of a 
farm which was her whole dependence. * 

2. Domat heard the cause ; and finding by the clearest 
evidence, that the woman had ignorantly broken a cove- 
nant in the lease, which "empowered the landlord to take 
possession of the farm, he recommended mercy vo the baron 
towards a poor hoi^est tenant^ who had not willingly trans- 
gressed, or done him any material injury. But Nairac 
being inexorable, toe j:U(|ge was obliged to pronounce a 
sentence of expulsion iroxi^ thefarm, and to order pay moot' 
of the damages mentioned in the lease, together with the 
costs of the suits. 

3^ In delivering this &entence« Domat wiped his eyes 
from which tears of compassion flowed plentifully. WheB 
the order of seizure, both of her person and effects, was dp-' 
creed, tfie poor woman exclaimed : ** O just and righteous^ 
God I be thou a father to the widow and her helpless or- 
phans ?*'and immediately she fainted away. 

4. The compassionate judge assisted in raising the dis- 
tressed woman; and after inquiring into her character, the 
number of her children, and other circumstances, generous- 
ly presented her with a hundred louis d'ors, the amount of 
her damages and costs, which he prevailed with the b^ron 
to accept as a full recom pence ; and the widow was re- 
Stored to her farm. 

5. Deeply affected with the generosity of her benefactor 
she said to him : ^ O, my* lord ! when will you demand ^ay«> 
ment, that I may lay up for that purpose?" " I will ask 
it»" replied Domat, ^^ when^my conscience shall tell me I 
have done an improper act." 
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SECTION XI. 

The generous negro. 

1. Joseph Rachel, a respectable negro, resided in the 
island of Barbadpes. . • He was a trader, and dealt chiefly in 
the retail way. In his business, he co|[iducted himself so 
fairly and coraplaisantly, that in a town filled with little 
peddling shops, his doors were thronged with customers. 
I have often dealt with him, and always found him remark- 
ably honest and oUiging. . 

3. if any one knew not where to obtahi an article, Jo- 
seph would indeavour to procure it, without mining anjr 
advantage for himself. In short, his character was so hiXy 
his manners so generous, that the best people'showed him 
a regard, which they often deny to men of their own co- 
lour] because they are not blessed with the lik^s goodness 
oflieart 

3. In" 1756: a fire happened, which burned down great* 
part of tKe town and ruined ipany'of the inhabitants* Jo- 
seph lived in'a^uartf r that escaped the destruction ; and 
expressed his ttianktulness, by Softening the distresset of 
his neighbours. Among^hose who had lost th^ir property 
by this heavy i»kfortune, srwi a man to whose family, Jo* 
seph, in the early part of his life, owed soniii obl^ationt. 

4. This man, by too great -hospitalitf^'an excess very 
tommon in the West In(|jies, had involved himself In diffi-, 
Guides, before the fire happened ; and his instate lying in 
houses, that event entirely ruined them. Amidst the cries of 
misery and want, which excited Jose(>h's compassi-^ this 
man's unfortunate situation claimed particular notice. The 
generous, the open tcniper of the sufferer, the obligations 
that Joseph owed to his family, were special, and power&I 
motives for acting towards him the partofa^riend* 

5^ Joseph had his bond for sixty pounds sterling^. ^ Un- 
fortunate man !" said he^ ^^ this debt shall never come 
against thee. I sincerely wish thou couldtt settle all thy 
other affairs as easUy I But how am I sure that I shall keep 
in this mind ? May not the love (rf g^n especially when, 
by lenglh of time* thy misfortune shafibe.come familiar to 
me, return with too strong a current, and bear down mf 
fellow* feeling before it \ But for this I haire a remedy. 
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Never shalt thou apply for, the assistance of any friend 
against my avarice.*' 

6. He arose, ordered a large account that the man had 
with him, ta be drawn out : and in a whim that might 
have called up a smile on the.face of charity, filled his pipej 
sat down again, twisted the bond, and lighted hi^ pipe with 
it. While the account was drawing out, he continued 
smoking, in a state of mind that a monarch might envy. 
When It was finished he went in search of his friend, with 
the discharged account, and the mutilated bond, in his 
hand. 

7. On meeting him, he presented the papers to him with 
this address ; " Sir, I am sensibly affected with your mis- 
fortunes ; th€f obligations I have received fron) your family, 
five me a relWon to every branch of it. I know that your 
inability to pay what you owe, gives you more uneasiness 
than the loss of your own substance. That you may not be 
anxious on my account in particular, accept of this dis- 
charge and the remains of your bondv I am overpaid in 
the satisfaction that 1 feel from having done my du^. I 
beg you will consider this only as a token of the hfippSness 
you will confer upon me, whenever you put it in my oower 
to do you a good office." • ram^y. 

SECTION XII. 

The Indian Chief. 

1. During the twar in America, a company of Indians at- 
tacked a small body of British trbops, and defeated them. 
Ad the Indians had greatly the advantage in swiftness of 
foot, and were eager in the pursuit, very few of the Biitish 
escaped : and ihose who fell into their hands were treated 
"with a crueUy, of which there are not many examples, 
even in tha$ country. ^ 

2. Two o(^G Indians came up to a young officer, and 
attaofce^ him |I^Uh' great fury. As they were armed with 
battle-ax^s, he had fto hope of escape. But, just at this 
crisis, another Indian Qame up, who was advanced in years, 
and was arnibd with a bow and arrows. 

3. ThcJ olfl nitin, instantly drew his bow ; but, after hav- . 
ing taken his aim at the officer, he suddenly dropped tt^e 
|>0mt of his arrow, and interposed between him itnd his 
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pursuers, who were about to cut him in pieces. They re* 
tired with respect. The old man then took the c^cer by 
the hand, soothed him into confidence by caresses ; and, 
having conducted him to his hut, treated him with a kind* 
ness which did honour to his profession. 

4. He made him less a slave than a companion ; taught 
him the language of the country : and instructed him iri 
the rude arts that are practised by the inhabitants* ' They 
lived together in the most perfect harmony : and the young 
officer, in the tiveatment he met with, found nothing to re- 
gret, but that sometimes the old man fixed his eyes upon 
him, and, having regarded him for some minutes with a 
steady and silent attention, burst into tears. 

5. In the mean time, the spring returned, and the In- 
dians again took the field. The old man, who itras still vi- 
gorous, and able to bear the fatigues of war, set out with 
them, and accompanied by his prisoner. They march- 
ed above two hundred leagues across the forest, and came 
at length to a plain, where the British forces were encamps 
ed. The old man showed his prisoner the tenifs at a dis- 
tance : <*^ There,'* says he, •< are thy countrymen. There 
18 the enemy who wait to give us battle. Remember that 
I have saved thy 1 fe, that I have taught thee to conduct a . 
canoe, to arm thyself with a bow and arrows^ and to sur- 
prise the l>eaver in the forest. 

6. What wast thou when I first took thee to ray hut I 
Thy hands were those of an infant. They could neither 
procure thee sustenance nor safety. Thy soul was in utter 
darkness. Thou wast ignorant of every thing. Thou 
owest all things to me. Wilt thou then go over to thy na- 
tion, and take up the hatchet against us ?" The officer re- 
plied, <^ that he would rather iose his own* life, than take 
aw^y that of his deliverer." 

7. The Indian, bending 'down his head, and covering his 
face with both his hands, stood some time silent. Then look- 
ing earnestly at his prisoner, he said, in a voice that was at 
once softened by tenderness and grief;** Hast thou ^father?" 
" My father,'* said the yoi^njg man, '^ was alive, when I left 
my country." " Alas l" slUd the Indian, " how wretched 
must he be !" He paused a moment, and then added, 
»' Dost thou know that I have been a father ? — I am a fa- 
ther no more.— I saw rtiy son fall in battle.— He fought at 
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myside^I saw him expire,— He wastiovcred with Wounds, 
when he fell dead at roy feet." 

8, He pronounced these words with the utmost vehe- 
mence. His body shook with a universal tremor. He was 
almost stified with sighs, which he would not suffer to es- 
cape him. There was a keen restlessness in his eye ; but 
no tears flowed to his relief. At length he became calm 
by degrees : and, tumijig towards the east, where the sun 
had just risen ; <^ Dost thou see/' ssid he to the young offi- 
cer, *' the beauty of that sky, which sparkles with prevail- 
ing day? and liast thou pleasure in the sight ?"*' Yes,** 
replied the young officer, " I have pleasure in the beauty 
of so fine a sky." '<I have none!" said the Indian, and 
his tears then found their way. 

9. A few minutes after, he showed the young man a 
magnolia in full bloom. <^ Dost thou see that beautiful 
tree ?" said he, <^ and dost thou look upon it with plea- 
sure ?" " Yes " replied the officer, " I look with pleasure 
upon that beautiful tree^"-— ^ I have no longer any pleasure 
in looking upon it 1" said the Indian hastily : and immedi- 
ately added ; ** Go, return to thy father, that he may still 
have pleasure, when he sees the sun rise in the morning, 
and the trees-blossom in the spring I" 

SECTION XIII. 

JVbble behaviour of SeifiioP 

1. SoiPio the younger, at twepq^-fo^jMppSpf age, was 
appointed by the Roman republic toj^HSmmand of the 
army against the Spaniards. Soon afRr the conquest of 
Carthagena, the capital of the empire, his mtegrity and 
virtue were put to the following exemplary and ever-me- 
morable trial, related by historians, ancient and modem 
with universal applause. 

2. Beii^ retired into his camp, some of his officers 
brought«him a young virgin of such exquisite beauty, that 
she drew upon her tlfe eyes and admiration of every body. 
The young conqueror Parted firoro his scat with confiision 
and surprise ; and seemed to be robbed of that presence of 
jmind and self-possession, so necessary in a general, and for 
wbich Scipio was veiy remarkable. In a few nnoments, 
baling recovered himself he inquired of the beautiful cap- 
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tin^ m tte inost ekil aad polite manner,. conce^^iBg het* 
country, birth, and connexions ; and finding that s6e was 
betmthed t^ a Cielttberiaii prmce^ named AUucius, he or- 
d^fted both mm and thc^ captive's parents to bei sent for. 

3; When the Spanish prince appeared in his presence, 
Scipio took him aside ; and to remove the anxiety he roig^ 
feel on accdunf^of the young lady, addressed him in these 
werds : " You and I are young, which admits of my speak- 
Mng to yoti wi^-frecdom^-3*cy who brought me your fu- 
ture 8p6use7 assured me at thfe same time, ihat you loved 
her with extreme tenderness; and her beauty and merit 
left me no room to doubt it. Upon which, I reflected, 
that if I were in your situation, I should hope to meet with 
favour : I therefore think^nyself happy in the present con- 
junctUTe to do you a service* 

4. « Though the fortune of war has ipfade me your mas- 
ter, I Asiro to be your friend. Here is your wife : take 
her, and may you be happy I You may rest assured, that 
she has been ansoogst us, as she would have beefi in the 
h^ise of her fether and mother. Far be it from Scipio to 
purchase any pleasure at the expense of vtrt<ie, honour, and 
theiiappiness of an honest man ! No ; I have kept her for 
you, in order to make you a present worthy of you and <rf 
me. The only gratitudp I require of y4)U, for this inestima- 
ble gift, is, Jhat you willbe a friend to the Roman people.*' 

5. AUuciiis's^Hicart was too full to make him any an- 
swer ; but,2yAu£ bil^lf at the generaFs feet, he wept 
aloud : the cSPI^My J55^ 4own in the sara& posture, and 
remamed so, tilll^gedllither, overwhelmed with trans- 
ports of joy, burst iotp tlie following words : « O excellent 
Scipio ! Heaven ba« given <;hee mow than h^o^an tirtue. 
Oglprious leader I O wondro6« youth ! what pleasure Can 
equal that which must now fill thy heart, on hearing the 
prayers of this gratejul virgin, for thy health and jjpospe- , 
rity ?'^ ' ^ -m' 

6. Such was Scipio ; a soldier, a fouth,^ a heat&n ! nor 
was his virtue unrewardcdt AUufiltis, t^ansaed with such 
tnagnanimity,libcrality, WpcJitenesa, mturoedto his own 
country, and published, on ♦U occaatens, ttie praieesof h^ 
gtoerous and humane victiM?; cryii% out, " tiiftt there i»as 
co^ne into Spain ^ young hero* vfho eenquere* att tfamg» 
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less by the force of his aims, than hf the charms of his vir- 
tue and the greatness of his betieficenc^ dosd; 

SECTION XIV. ' . 

Virtue in humble life, 

1. Ift the preceding section, we have seen an illustrious 
instance of virtue in a person of exalted rank. This section 
exhibits an equally striking exainple of uprigutness in hum- 
ble life. Virtue and goodness are confined to no station : 
and wherever they are discovered, they command respect. 

2. Perrin, the amiable subject of this narrative, lost both 
his parents before he could articulate their names, and was 
obliged to a charity school' for his education. At the age 

- of fifteen he was hired by a farmer to be a shepjierd, in a 
neighbourhood where Lucetta kept her father's sheep. 
They often met, and were fond of being together. ^ After 
an acquaintance of five years, in which they had m^ny op- 
pprtunities of becoming thoroughly known to each other, 
Perrin proposed to Lucetta to ask her father's consent to 
their marriage : she blushed, and did not refuse her appro- 
bation. 

3. As she had an errand to the town next day, the op- 
portunity of her absence was chosen for making the propo- 
sal. " You wish to marry my daughter," said the old man : 
" have you a house to cover her, or money to maintain her ? 
Lucetta^s fortune is not enough for both. It will not do, 
Perrin ; it will not do." " But," replied- Perrin, ** I have 
hands to work : I have laid up twenty crowns of my wages, 
which will defray the expeaee of the wedding : I will work 
Tiarder, and lay up more. '* Well," sajd the did man, 
*' you are young, and may wait a little : get rich and my 
daughter is at your service." Perrin waited for LuccttaV 
return in the evening. 

4. " Has my father given you a refusal ?" cried Lucetta. 
*' Ah, Lucetta," replied Perrin, " how unhappy am I for be* 
ing poor! But I have^^iot lost all hopesrMuy circumstances 
may change for the better." As they wei^ never tired of con-* 
verain g together, the nigh^ approached, and it became dark. 
Perrin, making a false step, fell on the ground. He found 
a bag, which was heavy. Drawing towards a light in the 
fitei|ghbo\u'JtiQod, he discevered th^t it W^s 81(ed with gold, 
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*< I thank heaven," cries Pcrrin, in a transport of joy, << for 
being favoarable to our wishes. This will aatisfy your fa- 
ther, and make us happy." In their way to her Cither's 
house, a thought struck Perrin. " This money is not 
ours, it belongs to some stranger ; and perhaps this mo- 
ment he is lamenting the loss of it; let us go to the vicar 
for advice : he has always been kind to me." 

5. Perrin put the bag into the vicar's hand, saying,^ that 
at first he looked on it as a providential present, to remove 
the only obstacle to their marriage ; but that he now doubt- 
ed whether he could lawfully retain it." The vicar eyed 
the young couple with attention : he adthired their honesty, 
which appeared even to surpass their affection. " Perrin/' 
said he, ** cherish these sentiments: Heaven will bless you. 
We will endeavour to find out the owner : he will reward* 
thy honesty, I will add what I can spare. You shall have 
LucettSt." 

6. The bag was advertised in the newspapers, and cried 
in the neighbouring parishes. Some time having elapsed, 
and the money not having been demanded, the vicar car- 
ried it to Perrin. « These twelve thousand livres bear at 
present no profit : you *nay reap the interest at least. Lay 
them out in such a manner, as to ensure the sum itself to 
the owner, if he should ever appear." A farm was pur- 
chased, and the consent of Lucetta's father to the marriage 
was obtained. Perrin was employed in husbandiy,and Lu- 
cetta in family affairs. They lived in perfect cordiality ; 
and two children endeared them still more to each other. - 

7. Perrin one evening, returning homeward from his 
work, saw a chaise overturned with two gentlemen in it. 
He ran to their assistance^ and offered them every accom- 
modation his small house could afford.- '* This spot," cried 
one of the gentlemen, " is very fatal to me. Ten years 
ago, I lost here tw^ve thousand livres." Perrin listened 
with attention. *' What search made you for them ?" said 
he. " It was not in my power," replied the stranger, " to 
make any search. I was htirrymg to Port TOrient to em- 
bark for the Indies, as the vessel was ready to sail." 

8. Next morning, Perrin showed to his guests his house, 
his garden, his cattle, and mentioned the produce of his 
fields, '' AH these are your property," said he, addressing 
the gentleman who had lost the bag: <^ the money fell into 

I 
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my iiands ; I purchased this farm witU it:; ^e farm is 
yours. Tte vicar has an instrument which -secures your 
property, though I had died without seebig^ you. 

9. The stranger read the instrument wiih emotion: lie 
looked on Perrin, Lucetta, atid the childneu. " Where am 
I/' ci4ed he, ** and what do I hear ! What virtue in peo- 
ple of so low a condition ! Have you any other laud but 
this fiarm V " No/' replkd Perrin ; ''vbut you will have 
occasion for a tenant, and I hope you will allow me to re- 
main here." '* Your Itoneaty deserves ^ bettci' recom- 
pense," answered the stranger. "My auccess in trade 
has been great, and I have forgotten my loss. You are 
weH entitled to this little foitune: keep it as your own. 
What man in the world could have acted n>ore nobly than 

^ you have dwie ?" 

10. Perrin and Lucetta shed tears of affection and joy. 
*' My dear children," ssud Perrin, ** kiss the hand of. your 
benefactor.—- Lucetta, this farm now belongs to us, and we 
can enjc^ it without any anxiety or remorse." Thus nm 
honesty rewarded. Let those who desire the reward^ prac- 
tise the virtue. dodd. 

SECTION XV. 

T/i€ female choice, 

I, A YOUNG girl, having fatigued herself one hpt day, 
with running about the garden, sat down in a pleasant ar- 
hour where she presently fell asleep. During her slum- 
ber, tivo female fissures presented themselves brfore her. 
One was loosely habited in a thin robe of pink, with light 
green trimnimgs. Her sash of silver gauz6 flowed*to the 
g;rpunil. Her fair hair fell in ringlets down her neck ; and 
jier hcud-drca^ consisted of artificial flowers interwoven 
with feathers* She held in one'^aqjd a ball ticket, and in. 
the other a fancy -dress all covered wth spangles and knots 
uf gay riband* i|||' 

2, She advanced sraifing to the gpff, and with a&miliar 
air thus addressed her. 

<' My dearest Melissa, I am a kind genius who have 
watched you from your birth, andiiave joyfully beheld all 
your beauties expand^ till at length tbey liave rendered you 

jporapanion worthy of me. See what I hare brought 
D 2 
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3rou. Tliis dress^ and this ticket, will give you free access 
to all the ravishing delights of 1117 palace. With me you 
will pass your days in a perpetual roi9i4 of e.ver-varying 
amusements. 

3. Like the gay butterfly, you will have no other busi- 
ness than to flutter ivom flower to flower, and spread your 
charms before admiring spectators. l<(o restraints, no toils, 
no dull tasks, are te be found within my happy domains. 
All is pleasure, life, and good humour. Come then, my 
dear ! Let me put on you this dress, which will make you 
quite enchanting ; and away, away, with me I" 

Melissa felt a strong inclination to comply with the call 
of this inviting nymph; but first she^though it would be 
prudent at least to ask her oanK. 

"My name," ^aid she, 'Ms Dissipation." 

4. The other-female then advancedv She was clothted 
in a close habit of brown stuff, simply relieved with white, 
She wore her smoothihair un4^r a piain cap. Her whole 
person was perfectly n^^g^nd clean. Her look was serious, 
but satisfied; and hej^Jif^was staid and composed. She 
held in one handiA cffi^ff; on the opposite arm hung a 
work-basket: and the girdle rouud her waist was garnished 
witbi scissors, knitting-needles, reels, and other implements 
of female labour. A bunch of keys hung at her side. She 
thus accosted the slcepkig girl. 

5. *' Melissa, I am thei genius who have ever been the 
friend and companion of your mother ; and I now offer 
you my protection. I have no allurements to tempt you 
with, like those of my gay tival. Instead of spending all 
your time in amusements, if you enter yourself of my train, 
you must rise early, and pass the long day in a variety of 
employments, some of them diflicultr some laborious, and 
all f equiring exertion of body or of mind. You must dress 
plainly ; live mostly at home \ and sum at beii|g useful ra- 
ther than shining. ,, 

6. <' But in return^ I will ensure you content, even spi- 
rits, self-aoprobation, and the esteem of all who thoroughly 

know you: If these offers appear tp your young mind less 
iuviting than those of my rival» be assured, however, th|it 
they are more real. , She has promised much more than 
she can ever make good. Perpetual pleasures are no more 
' in the power, of Dissipation) thaa of Vice and Folly, to bCt 
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stow. Her deKghts quickljr paU, and are inevitably suc- 
ceeded by langour and disgust. She appears to you under 
a disguise, and what you see is not her real face. 

7. ^< For myself, I shall never seem to you less amiable 
than I now do; but, on the contrary, you will l^Le me better 
and better. If I look grave to you now, you will see rae 
cheerful at my work ; and when work is over, 1 can enjoy 
every innocent amusement. But I have said enough. It 
is time for you to choose whom you will follow, and upon 
that choice all your happiness depends. If you would 
know my name, it is Housswifbrt." 

8. Melissa heard her with more attention than delight;, 
and though overawed by her manner, she could not help 
turiung again to take another look at the first speaker. She 
beheld her still offering her presents with ^bewitching an 
air) that she felt it scarcely posable to resist ; when, by a 
lucky accident, the mask with which Dissipation's face was 
so artfully covered, lell off. As soon as Meli^ beheld, 
instead of the smiling features of youth and-cheerfulm^, 
a countonace wan and ghastly with sickness, and soared 
by fretfulness, she turned away with horror, and gave her 
hand unreluctantly to Her sober and sincere companion. 

BARBAVLD. 

SECTION xyi. 

Tfie noble basket-maker, 

1 . The Germafis of rank and fortune, were formerly re- 
markable for the custom of having their sons instructed in 
some mechanical business, by which they might be habitu- 
ated to a spirit of industry ; secured from the miseries of 
idleness ; and qualified,' in case of necessity, to support 
themselves and their families. A striking proof of the utiii-* 
ty of this custom, occurs in tlie following narrative. 

2. A young Germah nobleman of great merit and ta- 
lents, paid his addresses to an accomplished young lady of 
the palatinate ; and applied to her father for his consent to 
marry her. The old nobleman, amongst other observa- 
tions, asked him,*'^ how he expected to maintam his daugh- 
ter." The young man, surprised at such a question, ob- 
served, ^ that his possesions were known to be ample, and 
M secure as the honours of his £amily." 

3. *< All this is very true," replied the father: ^ b^ 
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well know that oar country Has suffered much from wmrs 
and devastation ; and that new events of this nature may* 
sweep away all your estate j and render you destitute* To 
keep you no longer in suspense, (continued the father, with 
great politeness and afiectipn,) I have seriously resolved ne« 
ver to marry my daughter to any person, who, whatever 
may be his honours or property, does not possess somt me* 
l^hatucal art, by which^he may be able to support her in 
case oi unforeseen events." 

4. The young nobleman, deeply afiSected whii his de- 
termination, was silent for a few mkutes} when, recover^ 
4ng himself, he declared, ^'that he believed his happiness 
so much depended on tbe-proposed unioft, tliat no difficulty 
or submissions, consistent with his honour, should prevent 
him from endeavouring to accomplish it." He begged 
to know whether he might be allowed six months to ac« 
quire the knowledge of some manual art. The father, 
^ pleased wfth the young mitn's resolution, and aiFectiou for 
"^ hi^ daughter, consented to the prc^osai; and pledged his 
honour that the marriage should take pl&ce, if, a« the ex- 
piration of the time limited, 1^ should succeed in this un« 
dertaking. 

• 5 . Animate4 J>y the tendercst regard, and by a high sense 
of the happiness he hoped to enjoy, he went immediately 
into Flanders, engaged himself to a white twig basket-ma- 
ker, and ai^lied every power erf mgemitty and industry to 
become skilled in the bubiness. He soon obtained a com- 
plete knowledge of the art; and, before the expiration of 
the time proposed, returned, tod bhJught with him, as spe- 
cimens of his skill, several baskets adapted to fruit,, flow- 
ers and needle-work. ** 

6. These were presented to the youUg lady ; and uni- 
versally admired for the delicacy and perfection of the 
workmanship.^ Nothing now remained to prevent the ac- 
complishment of the noble youth's wishes: and the mar- 
riage was soleronizejd to the satisfaction of all parties. 

7* The young couple lived several years in affluence, 
and seemed, by their virt^ues and modemtion, to have se- 
cured tiie favours of fortune. But the ravages of war, at 
length, extended themselves to the Palatinate. Both the 
families were driven fi^om their country, and their estate 
^tntuted. And now opens a most interesting scene. 
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8. The young noblemaa commenced his trade of bas- 
ket-making J and by his superior skill in the art, soon com- 
manded extensive business. Fpr many years, he liberally 
supported not only his own family, but also that of the 
good old nobleman, his father-in-law t and enjoyed the high 
satisfaction of contributing, by his own industry, to the 
happiness of connexions doubly endeared to him by their 
misfortunes : and who otherwise would htive sunk into the 
miseries of neglect and indigence^ sharpened by the rememr 
brance ctf better days. 



CHAPTEK in. 

DIDACTIC PffiCES. 



SECTION I. 

Tenderness to movers, 

1. MARK that parent hen, said a father to Ins beloved 
son. With what anxious care does she call together her 
offspring, and cover them ^ith her expanded wings I The 
kite is hovering in the air, and, disappointed of his prey> 
may perhaps dart upon the hen herself, and bear her off in 
hb talons. 

2. Does not this sight suggest to you the tenderness and 
affection of your mother! Her watchful care protected 
you in the helpless period ©f infancy, when she nourished 
you with her milk, taught your limbs to move, and your 
tongufe to lisp its unformed accents. In your childhood, 
she mourned over your little griefs ; rejoiced in your inno- 
cent delights; administered to you the healing balm in sick- 
ness ; and insfilled into your mind the love of troth, of 
virtue, and of wisdom. Oh ! cherish every sentiment of 
reiqsect for such a mother. She merits your warmest gra^ 
$^e, esteem, and veif ration. pskoivAL, 
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SECTION II. 

Respect and affection due f rem fm fills to their tutors, 

1. QoiNCTiLLiAN says, that he ha^ included almost all 
the duty of scholars in this one piece of advice which he 
gives them: to love those who instruct them, as they love 
the sciences which they study ; and to look upon them as 
fathers from whom they derive not the life of the body, 
but that instruction ;which is inr a manner the life of the 
soul. 

2. This sentiment of affection and respect disposes them 
to apply dilig^ently during the time of their studies; and' 
preserves in their minds, during the remainder of life, a 
tender gratitude towards their instructers. It seems to in- 
clude a great part of what is to be expected from them. 

3. Docility, which consists Jn readily receiving instruc- 
■ tion, and reducing them to practice, is properly the virtue 

of scholars, as that of masters is to teach well. As it is not 
sufficient for a labourer to sow the seed, unless the earth 
* after having opened its bosom to receive.it, wtirms and 
moistens it; so the whdefruit«f instruction depends upon 
a good correspondence between masters and scholars, 

4. Gratitudetowards those who have faithfully laboured 
in our educa^on, is an essential virtue, and the m^rk of "e 
good heart. " Of those who have been carefully instruct- 
ed, who is there," says CicerOj^'that is not delighted with 
the sight^ and^ven the remembrance of his preceptors, and 
the very place where he was educated?" Seneca exhorts _ 
3roung men to preserve always a great respect for their 
masters, to whose care they ate indebted for the amend- 
ment of their faults, and for having iiQb£l)ed sentiments of 
honour and probity. 

5« Their exactness and severity sometimes di&please, at 
an age when we are not in a conditian to judge of the ob- * 
ligations we owe them; but when years hav9 ripened our 
understanding and judgment, we discern that admonitions, 
reprimands, and a severe exactness in eestraining tho pas- 
sions of an imprudent and inconsideraite ag^, far from jus- 
tifying dislike, demand j)ur esteem and love. Marcus 
AureliuS) one of the wisest and most illustrious emperors 
that Rome ever had, thanked Hea»en for two thiags cspe* 
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cially ;— for haviog had cxcellfent tutors himself, and for 
having found the like blessing for his childlen. kollin. 

SECTION IH. 

Onjllialfiiety. 

1 . From this creatures of God let man learn wisdom , «.hd 
apply to himseK the instruction they give. Go to ;he*de- 
scrt, my son: observe the young storit of the wilderness; 
let him speak to thy heart. He bears on his wkigs his aged 
sire: he lodges him in safety, and supplies him with food. 
• 2. The piety of a child is sweeter than the incense of 
^Persia offered to the sun ; yea, more delicioul than odours 
wafted from a field of Arabian spices, by the western 
gales. 

3. Be grateful to thy fa^er, far he gave thee life; and 
to thy mother, for she aostaincd thee. Hear the words of 
their mouth, for they are spoken for ihf good; give ear to 
their admonition, for it proceeds from loye. 

4. Thy father has watfCh«d for thy welfare, he has toiled 
for thy ease: do honour, therefore, to his age, and let not 
his gray hairs be treated with irreverence. Forget not thy 
helpless infancy, noi? the frowardness of thy youth ; and bear 
with the infirmities of thy aged parents: assist and support 
them in the deline of life. So shall their hoary heads go 
down to the grave in peace : and thy own children, in re- 
verence of thy example^ shall repay thy piety with filial 
Iqvc. economy of human life. 

SECTION IV. 

Love between brothers and sisters, 

1. Yeu &c the children of one father, provided for, by his 
care ; and the breast of one mother gave you su ck . Let the 
bonds of affection, therefore, unite tiiee with thy brothers 
and sisters, that peace and happiness may dwell in thy fa- 
ther's house. 

3. And when yoii are separated in the world, remember 
the relation that bbids.you to love and unity; and prefer 
not a strange before thy own blood. If thy brother is in 
adversity assist him : if thy sister is in trouble, forsake her 
not. So shall the fortunes of thy father contribute to the 
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support of his whole race ; and hS care be continirtd to you 
all, in your love to each other, economy of human lifex 

SECTION V. 

Benevolence, , *> 

i, When thou considerest thy wants, when thou behold- 
est thy imperfections, acknowledge his goodness, O son of 
humanity! who honoured thee with reason; endued thee 
with speech; and placed thee in society, to receive and con- .. 
fer reciprocal helps and mutual obligations. #. 

2. Thy food, thy clothing, thy convenience of habit^^ 
lion; thy protection from the injuries, thy enjoyment of' 
the comforts and the pleasures of life; all these thou owest. 
to the assistance of others, and couldst not enjoy but in the 
bands of society. It is thy duty, therefore, to be a friend 
to mankind, as it is thy interest that man should be friendly 
to thee. 

3. Rejoice in the happiness and pro^crity of thy neigh- 
bour. Open not thy ear to slander : the faults and failings 
of men give pain to a benevolent heart. Desire to do 
good, and search out occasions for it ; in removing the op- 
pression of another, the virtu^ous mind relieves itself. 

4. Shut not thine ear agauist the cries of the poor ; nor 
harden thy heart against the calamities of the innocent. 
When the fatherless call upon thee^ when the widow's 
heart is sunk, and she implores thy assistance with tears of 

J^rrow; pity their affliction, and extend thy hand to those 

ifwho have none to help thqpt). When thou seest the naked 

'' wanderer of the street, shivering with cold, and destitute 

of habitation, let bounty open thy heart; let the wings of 

charity shelter him from death, that thy own soul may 

live. 

5. Whilst the poor man groans on the bed of sickness: 
whilst the unfortunate languish in the horrors of a duti- 
geon ; or the hoar3r head of age lifts up a feeble eye to 
thee for pity ; how^ canst thou liot in superfluous enjoy- 
ments regardless of their wants, unfeeling of their woes ? 

ECONOMY OF HUMAN LlPB. 



dbyGoogk Jp 



Chafi. 3. Didactic Pkceai LLM^^^ 

SECTION VL v7 

Ingratitude to our Sufireme Benefactor^ is higfily culfiable, 

1. AifTAEANEs Wiis distinguished vit\\ peculiar favour by 
a wise, powerful, and good prince. A magnificenl palace, 
surrounded with a delightful garden, was provided for bUi 
residence. He partook of all the ftixuries of his sovereign's - 
table^was invested with extensive authointj', apd.i^wWted 

to the honour df_ a, free intercourse with his gra^us mas- , 
ter. But^/^tabagift was insensible of the advantages w^idi ' 
he enjoyed; Ins heart glowed not with gratitude and re- 
spect ; he avoided tfie society of his benefactor, and abu- 
sed his bounty. / 

2. " I detest such a character," said Alexis, with gene- 
rous indignation I—'' It is your own picture which I have 
drawil," replied Euphronius. "The great Potentate of 
J^aven and earth has placed you in a world which displays 
the highest beauty, order, and magnificence; and which 
abounds with every means of convenience, enjoyment, and 
happiness. He has fumislied yoi^wkh such pbwers of bo- 
dy and mind, as give you dominion over the fishes of the 
tsea, the fowls of the air, and the beasts of ^he fieW. lie 
has invited you to hold communion with him, and to exalt 
your own nature, by the love and imitation of his divine*, 
perfections. 

3. ^ Yet have your eyes wandered, with brutal gaze ovei* 
the fair creation, unconscious of the mighty hand from 
Which -it sprung*. You have noted in the profusion of na- 
ture, without suitable emotions of gratitude tothe sovereign 
Dispenser of all good : and you have too often slighted ilic 
glorious converse, and forgotten the presence of that omni- 
potent Being, who fills all space, and exists through all 
eternity." peroival. 

SECTION VII. 

Sjieculation and firactice. ♦ 

1. A CERTAIN astronomer was contemplating the moon 
through bis telescope, and tracing the extent of her seas, 
the height of her mountains, and the number of habitable 
territories which she contains. '* Let him spy what he 

E 
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• .pleases,'* said a clown to his conipaiilans; "^jEi^b not near- 
er to the moon than we arc*" \ ' . , 

2* Shall the same ^bser\'ation be madeW you, Alexis? 
Bo you surpass othei*sin learning:^ and 3rel in goot^ness re,- 
mam ujjon a level with the unin^nietcd vulgar? Have 
you so long gazc^ it the temple gf virtue, witliout advanc- 
ing one step towards it? Arc you smitten with morul 
l|e^Uty^yet resjardlcas of its attainmen . ? Are yoa a philn- 
sophe^j^^ll^ry, but a novice in practice ? The parttali- 
tf oj a father, inclines me *o hope, that the reverse is true. 
1 flatter myself, that by having learned to think, ycu will 
'be qualified.to act ; and that the rectitude of your conduct 
will be a(lc<juate to your impi'ovemerfe in knowledge. 

3. May that wisdom, which is justified in her wbrk9, be 
your guide through life! And niay you enjoy all the felici- 
ty which flows from a cultivated understanding, pio«s and 
well regulated affections, and extensive benevglencdS lu, 
.these cohsbt that sovereign good, which aiicic-.t siges bo 
much extol; which reason recommends, roltgioto authorises, 
and God approves. pzhcivai^. . 



CHAPTER IV. 

DESGl^lPTIVE PIECES. 



SECTION I. 

The Eagle. . 

I. THE Golden Eagle is the largest and the noblest of 
all thoie. birds that have received th^ name of Eagle. It 
weighs above twelve pounds. Its length is three feet; the 
extern of its wings, Seven feet ftnir inches; the bill jb three 
inches long, and of a deep Wt^cj and the eye of a hazel ro. * 
lour. In, general, these birds are found in mountains and 
thinly inhat)it€d countries; and breed among the IcfHest 
cliffs. They choose those places which are remotest from 
man) upon whose possessions'^^ey but seldom make their 
depredatii^, being cootented ratlier to follow the wild 
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gam« in the fore^, thao to risk tkeir safety to satisfy tlieir 
hunger. 

% This Rerce animal may be considered among birds« as 
the liou among quadrupeds: and) in nijiny respects, tliey 
have a stronij: sinulitude to each other^ Ti)^ arp l»th 
possessed of forc^ and an empire o«e|:tfieir fellows of tlje 
forest. Equally magae^mou^ thev disdain sm tU plunder ; 
and only pursue animals worthy the conquest. It is not 
till after having beci^ long provoked, by tiie cries of the 
rook or the magpic^^that this gcnercais bird thinks fit to pu- 
nish tJiem with ^^th. 

3« The eagtoialso disdains^to sliare the plunder of ano- 
tlier iMTd ; aud will take up with no other prey than that 
which he has acquit^ by his own pursuits. How hungry 
8oev«i' hcniay be, he sloops not to carrion j and when sa- 
tiated, nover r€tur|is to the same carcass, but leaves k for 
c^er aninmls, more rapacious and kss delicate than him- 
self. S(4l^ry, like the l^n, he keeps tlic ^seh to himself 
alone ; h l^as extraordinary to see two pair of eagles in 
the same mountain, as two lions m the same ibreat. 

4. Xh^y keep aeparaief to find amore ample supply ; and 
CQivftiderthe quanti^ of their game as the best proof of 
thekr domiiiioni Nor does the similitude cC th^^e animals 
stop tere^ Utey have both sparkling eyes, and nearly of the 
teaiae colour; Uiejr claws are of the same form, their breath 
equally strong, and their cry equally loud and temfying. 
Bred both for war, tbey are enemies of all society ; alike 
6erce, proud, and incapable of being easily tamed, 
* ^. Of all the feathercdtribe, the eagk flies tlie highest : 
and frotn thence the ancients have given him the title of 
- the bird of heaven* He possesses also the sharpest sight ; 
but his sense of smelling, though acutv, Is inferior to that 
of a vulture. He never pursues, hut when his object i^ in 
view; and bnving seized his prey, he sloops from^his lusight, 
as if to examine its weight, always laying it on the ground 
before he carries it off. He j&nds no difiiculty iu taking up 
geese and cranes. He also parries away hares, lambs, and 
kids; and often destroys fawns and calves, to dilnk their 
blood ; aifd bears a part of their Hash to his retreat. 

6. Infants themselves, when left unattended, have been 
destroyed by these rapacious creatures. An instance is re* 
corded in Scotland, of two children having been carried oif 
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by eagles; but fortunately they received no hurt by the 
way; and, the eagles being pursued, the children were 
ibund unhurt in the^ nests, and restored ta the affrighted 
parents. , 

7. The eagle is thus at all times a formidable ne%h* 
hour : but peculiar]^ so when brioging^up its young; It is 
then that the male and female exert all their force and in« 
/fbstry to supply tbeif ofl^pring. Smith, in bis history of 
Kerry, relates, tliat a poor man m that country got a com* - 
fortable subsistence for hb family, during a summer of fa* 
mine, out of an eagle's nest, by robbmg tlie eaiglets of food 
which was plentifully aupptied by the oM ones. 

8. He protracted their assiduity beyond the^sual tlme^ 
by clipping the Wings and retarding the flight of the young ; 
and vei7 probably also, as I have known myself, by so ty- 
ing them, as to incirease theirt^ries, which are always found 
to increase the parent's despatch to procure them prturi- 
sion. It was fortunate^ however/ that tiie old eagles did 

lri1^ surprise, the coimt^yqaan thus employed, as their re- 
sentment might hatre been dangerous. , 
-^^9. It requires great patknce and nauch art to lame an 
eagle; and even tliougt) taken young, and subdued by loi^ 
assiduity, yet d^is a dangerous domestic, and often turns itti 
force against its master. When brought Into the field for 
thtt purposes of fowling, the falconer is nef er sure iof it& at« 
tachment : its innate pride, and love of liberty, still prompt 
it to regaUi its native solitudes; Swtfctiraes, however, ea- 
gles are brought to have an attachment to their feeder ; 
they are then highly serviceable, and liberally provide fov 
his pleasures and supports 

^ 10. When the falconer lets thete goA^m his hand, they 
play about and hover round him till their game presents, 
which they see at an iidmense distance, and pursue with 
certain dei*truc lion. 

1 1. It is said that the e,2i^(i can live many weeks without 
food; and that the period of its life exceeds a hundred 
years. goldsmith. 

SECTION IL 

I'he humfning'blrd. 

1. Of all the birds that flutter in the garden, or paii4 
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t^e landscape, the hummiu^bicd is the most deligfatfu{ to 
K>ok upon, aiKl the most inoflfensive. Of this charming lit- 
tyt animal, there are six or seven varieties, from the size of 
a Small wren, down to that of an humble-bee. A European 
would not readily suppose that tlieir existed any birds so 
very small, and yet so completely furnished with a bill, 
feaihers, wings, and iittesiines, exactly resembling those oi 
the largest kind. 

2. Bh'ds not so big as the end of~one'sfittle finger, would 
probably be supposed mere creatures of imaginalion, Were 
they not seen in infinite numbers, and asfi>equent as buiter- 
fiies in a summer 'n day, sporting in the fields of Amcnca, 
«from fiower to fiower, and extracting sweets with their 
little bills.. 

S. The smallest humming-bird is about the ^ze of a ha- 
zel nut. The feathers on its wings and tail are black; but 
those on its body, and under its wings, are of a greenish 
brown, with a (kne red cast or gbss, which no silk o: vel- 
vet can imitate, It has a suiali crest on its head, green at 
the bottom, and as it were gilded at tlie top ; and which 
sparkles in ti.e sun like a little star in tlVe middle of its 
forehead. The bill is black, straight, slender, and of the 
length of a small pin. 

4. It is inconceivable how much these birds add to tlie 
high fiaishingand beauiy of a rich luxur^int western laiid- 
scaj)e. As soon as the sun is ri:ien, thf^ humming birds, of 
different kinds, are seen fluttering about tlie flowers, with- 
out ever lighting upon them. Their wings arc in so rapid 
motion, that it is impossible to discern tl<eir colours, ex- 
cept by their glittering. I 

5. They ar<5 never siill, but conlinually in motion, visit- 
ing flower after flower, and extracting its honey as if with 
a kiss. For tins purpose, they are furnished with a for ky 
tongue, that enters the cup of tlie flower, and extracts its 
nectarcd tribute. Upon this alone they subsist. The ra- 
pid motion of their wings occasions a humming sound, firom 
whence they havdth^lr name; for whaiever divides the air 
swifily, must produce a murmur. . 

6. The nesisof tliese birds are also very curious. They 
arc Buspeodcd in the air, at the ptihit of the twigs of aii 
orange, a pomegranate, or a citron tree ; sometimes evenio. — .^ 
houses^ if a small and convenient twig is found for the pujT 
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posCPj'he female is the architect, while the male goes in 
qu^st of materials; such as cotton, fine moss, and the fibres 
of vegetables. Of these piaterials, a nest is comaosed» 
about tlic size of a hen*s cg^ cat in two ; it is admirably 
contrived, and'waraly lined with cotton. 

7. There are never more than two eggs found in a nest j 
hcse are about the size of small peas, and as white as snow, ' 

with here and there Si yellow speck. The male. and the 
female sit upon the nest by turns; but the female takes to 
herself tlie greatest share. SUe seldom quits the nest, ex- 
cept a few minuses in the morning and evening, when the 
dew is upon the flowers, and their honey in perfection. 

8. During the short ijiterval, the male takes her piace.^ 
The timeof incubation continues twelve days: at the end* 
of which the young ones appear much ab9Ht tlie size of a 
blue- bottle fly. They are at first bare ; by degrees thfey 
are covered witli down; and, at last, feathers succeed, but 
less beautiful at first than those of the old ones. 

9. Father Labat, in his account of the mission to Ameri- 
ca,'%ays, '*. that his con]{>anion found the nest of a hum- 
ming-bird, in a«hcd near the dwelling-house; and took it 
in, at a time when the young ones were about fifteen oi* 
twenty days old. * He placed them iii a cage at his cham- 
ber window, to be amused by^^heir sportive flutterings: • 
but he was much surprised to sec the old ones, which came 
and fed their brood regulatly every hour in the day. By 
this means they themselves grew so tame, that they sel- 
dom quitted the chambeV; and, without any constraint, 
came to live with their young ones. 

10. " All four frequently perched upon their master's 
hand, chirping as if they lyad been at libertjr abroad. He 
fed thenr with a ver^ fine clear paste, made of wine, bis- 
cuit, and sugar. They thrust tllcir tongues into -this paste, 
till they were satisfied, and then ?fl uttered and chirped 
about the room. I never belield any thing "more agreea- 
ble,'* continues he, " than this loyely Ihtle family, whicii 
bad possession ol' my companion's chamber, and flew in 
and out just as they thought properi but were ever atten- 
tive to the voice of their master, when he called them. 

11. "In this manner they lived with him above six 
months : but a time when he expected to see a new co- 
lony formed, he unfortunately forgot to tie up th^ir cage to 
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the ceiling at night, to pi^serve tlicm from the rats, and he 
found in the morning, to his great mortificatiol, that they 
were all devoured/* qoldsmith. 

SECTION III. 

The horse. 

1. Of all quadrupeds, the horse appears to be tlie ulost 
beautifuh His 6ne size, the elossy sn>othnc&a of his 
skin^ the graceful ease of his motions, and the exact sym- 
metry of bis shape, entitle him to this distinction. 

2.. To have an idea of this noble animal in his nativd 

«' Tiplicity, we are not to look for hinl'ip the pastm-es, or 
e sta^^les, to which he has l>feen consigned by man; but 
in those wild and extensive plains, where he was original- 
ly produced, where he ranges without control, aiid riots in 
all the variety of luxurious nature. In this state of happy 
iiidependence, he disdains th9 assistance of man, which 
tends only to servitude. 

3. In those boundless tracts wliether of Africa or ♦few 
Spain, where he runs^at liberty, he seems no way incom- 
moded with \he inconveniences to which he is subject hi 
Europe. The continual vtrdur^ of the field supplies hi:^ 
wants; and the climate that never knows a winter suits 
his conslituiion, which naturally seems adapted to heat: 

4. In those countries, the horses are often seen feeding; 
in droves of five or six hundred. As they do not cany 0.1 
war against any other race of animals, they are satisfied to 
rtmam entirely upon the defensive. They have always 
one among their aumbcr that stands as sentinel, to give 
notice of any approaching danger ; aiid this pffice they take 
by turns. 

3, If a man approaclie^ them while they are feeding by 
day, their sentinel walks up boldly towards him, as if to 
examine his strength, or to^iimidate him from proceed- 
ing; but as the roan approaches within pistol-shot, the sen- 
tinel then thinks it high time to alarm his fellows. Thia 
he does by a loi^l kind of snorting; upon which they all 
take the signal, and fly off with the speed of the wind; 
their faithful sentinel bringing up the rear. 

6. But of all countries in the world, where the horse 
;ux;s wild, Arabia produces the most beautiful breed, th^ 
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tAOBt geiieik>uS) swift, aiv) persev^riisi^. The)^ are found, 
tliough not m great numbe^j in the deserts of that coun- 
try; and the natives use«vecf stratagem to take them. .. 

7. The usual manner in which the Arabians tiy the 
swiftness of these animi^&t u by hunth)g the ostrich. The 
lioMe is the only animal whose speed is compairabie to that 
of this ereaturo) wliich is found in the sandy plains, that 
abound in ihose cuuiurics. The instant 'the ostrich per- 
ceives Itself aimed at, it makes to the mountains, .while the 
horseman pursues with all the swiftness possible, and en- 
deavours to cut off its retreat. The chase then continues 
along the plain, whiCe tlie ostrich makes use of boi^k^ 
and wings to assist its moti<)n. ^|| 

8« A horse of the first speed Is able to outrun it: so that 
the poor animal is tlien obliged to have recouroe t j art to 
elude the hunter, by frequently turning. At lengthy finding 
an escape hopeless, it hides lis head wherever it can* 
and tamely suffers itself to be taken. If the hoi^e, in. a 
tm^ this kbid, shows great Apeed, and is not reacllly^' 
rec^his chaiacter is fixed, and he is held in high eslima* 
tkm. 

9. The horsest of the Arabians form the principal riches 
of many of their tnbcs, Vho use them botii in the'chase, 
and in their expeditions for plunder. They never carry 
heavy burdens, and are seldom employed on long journeys. 
They sre so tractable and ^miliar, that they will run from 
the fields to the call of their masters. The Arab, his wife, 
and children, ofien lie in the same tent with the mare and 
foal ; w hich, instead of injuring theni, suffer the children to 
rest on tUelr bodies and necks, and seem afiaid, even to 
move Ici^ they should hurt them. 

10. They never beat or correct their horses, but treat 
them with kindness, and even <i£&;ction. The futtowiug 
anecdote of the c .mpassion and attachment alKtwn hy a 
poor Arabian to one of these'%nimals,' will be interesting 
to every reader. — The whole property of this Arab consibt- 
ed of aveiy fine beautiful mare. This animal tl«e French 
consul at Said offered to purchase, with an intention to 
send her to the king, Louis vhe Fouiteenth. 

11. The Arab pressed by want, hesitated a long time, 
but at length consented, oh condition of receiving a very 
considerable sum of money^ whiclrh?"named. Tiic con* 
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sul wrote to France for pei^raission to close the hargaiui 
unci having^ obtained it, sent the information to tlie Arab; 
The man, so poor as to possess only a few rags to" covef . 
his body, arrived with his magnificeiU courser. He dis- 
mounted, but appeared to be greatly agitated by*contend- 
ing emotions. 

12. Looking first at the gold, and then at his mare,*^ 
heaved a deep sif^h and exclaimed; ^' To whom is it, I 
am going to -surrender thee? To, Europeans? who whl 
tic thee close ; who will beat tliee ; wiio vvill render thee 
miserable I Rtturn wkh mpy my beauty, 4iiy jewel,4|.nd 
rejoice. the hearts of my children I" As he pronounce(l 
the last worths, he sprung upon her back j and, in a fc\\f 
jE^lfcaents, was out of siglu.. 

SECTION IV. 5^ 

The Ouran»Outang, 

1. The ape ^called the Ouran-Outang, approaches iti ex- 
ternal appearance nearer to the hunaan form,4han any other 
brute; •and from this circumstanee. It has Sometimes *ob- 
tained the appellation of " Man of ttie Woods." This 
animal b of dUferent si^es, froni three to seven feet. In 
general, its stature is les| th^n thm of a roan; butitsi 
strength and agility are much greater. 

2. Travellers who have seen various kinds of these ani-i 
mals, in their native solitudes, give surprising relations o^ 
their force, their swiftness, their address, and their, feroci-. 
ty.» They are found in many-parts of Africa, in the East- 
Jndies, in Madagascar, and Borneo. ' In the last of tliese 
places, the people of quality course them as we do the stag, 
and ihis sort of hunting is one of the favourite amusements 
of the king himself. 

3. The skin of the Ouran-putang is hairy, his eyes are 
sunk in his head, his countenance is stern, and all his linea- 
ments, though resembling those pf man, are harsh and 
blackened by the sun. He sleeps under trees, and builds 
a hut to protect him&elf against the sun and the rains. 
When the negroes have left a fire in the woods, he comes 
near, and warms himEelf by the blaze. He has not, how- 
ever, sense and skill sufficient to keep the flames alive by 
fpcding it with fuel. ' 
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A. 'Phisse atitmals often go together in compdiues ; and 
if they happen to meet one of Uie human species, remote 
from succoiir th^ seldom show him favour. Semetiniefif 
however^ they «pare those who fell iirto their hands. A 
negro boy was carried off by one of them, and Hved ivfth 
th^ Q|>ward& of a year* 

5. On his 'escape and ret«im home, he Ascribed many of 
them as beiog larger than man ; and h« said that they never 
attempted to krjnre inm^ They freqtiently al^kick die ek- 
phs^nt; tliey beat him withehibs, and oblige him to leave 
thd#part€^ the forest which thef clMm as their own. — 
When one of ti^s^ aninrals dies, the rest cover Uie body 
with leaves and branches. * ^ 

6. The manners of the Ouran-*On?tatig, when in confire- 
ment, are gentle, and, for the most part, harmless, perfect- 
ly devoid of th:)t disgusting ferocity so conspicious in some 
of the larger baboons and monl^e^s. It is mild and docile, 
and may be taught to perform wkh dexterity a variety of 
entertaining ac«^s. Vosmae's account €# one of thes^ 

^-anSnals, wW^was brought into Holland in the year UJ^ 
and lodged in the menagerie dfthe pHnce of Orange^^^ 
exceedingly curious/ that we shal) present the reader Wii 
^^ exiract ft-om ft. 
. 7. << This anknai show0^ no^syh1ij()ioni§ of fiercen^^S lUld 
malignity. It was fond of being in company, and appear- 
ed to be v@ry sensible of the kindness (^ those who bad 
\\\it care of H. Often when they retired, it would throw 
itself on the ground, as if in despair, uttei^ng lamentable 
cries, and tearing in pieces the linen within its reach. Its 
keeper having been accustomed to sit near it on Uie ground, 
it frequently took the hayoff its bed, and laid it by its side, 
lind seemed by all its. actions to invite him to be seaieU 
nearer. 

#. ^ Its usual manner of walking was on all-iburs, but it 
could d-lso walk on its two hind-feet only. It ate almost 
eve^ thing that was given to h; but its chief food was 
bread, roots, and aM Aorts^fruit, especially strawberries. 
When presented with strawberiif^ on a plate, it was ex- 
tremely pleasant to seethe animal take them up one by 
one, with a.fork, and put tiiem Wh» its niouth, hokling at 
the same time tlie plate in the other hand. 

9. " Its jBommon dripk was ira|f^ J but it also very wll- 
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linglf drank nil sorts of witie, and partictilarlv Malaga; 
After drinkfopr, k wiped its lips; and after eating, if pre- 
senud with a toothpick, it wouM use it In a proper man* 
ner. On shipboard, it ran freely about the vessel, played 
vfith the sailors, and went, like them, into the kitchen for 
its meis. At the approach of nighty it lay down to slecpf^ 
and prepared its bed by shakings well the hay on which it 
slept, and putting It in proper order. It wouki then care- 
folly draw np the coverlet. This animal lived only seven 
TOontbB after it had been brought into Holland.** 

!•• The Ouran-Outang' described b)^ BMRn, exhibited 
a still greater degree of sagacity. It walked npon two legs, 
even when it carried burdena. Its air was melancholy, 
and itft d^onmeirt grave. Unlike the baboon and the 
monkey, whose motions arf violent and appetitt^s capri- 
cious, whose fondness for mischief is remarkable, and whose 
obedience proceeds only from fear, this animal was slow in 
its motions, and a lot^k was^ufflcient to keep it in awe. 

M , I have seen it, says Buflbn, gi^^ its hand to show lUp j, 
cOQipany to the door: I have seen it sit at table, enfold us* 
napkin^^^il^e its lips, make use of the spoon and the fork to 
cariy victuals lo its mouth; pour out its drink into*a glass, 
and touch glasses when invited; t|iike a cup and saucer, lay 
'them on the table, put in sugar, pour out ks tea, leave it 
to cool, and then dnnk it. 

12. All this it would do withoat any othfr instigation 
than the signs or commands of its master, and often of its 
own accord. It was gentle and inoffensive: it even ap- 

. pruiched strangers with respect j and came rather to re- 
ceive caresses than to offer injuries. It was particukirly 
Ibnd of comfits, which every body was ready to give it ; 
but as it had a dciluxion upon the breast, so much sugar 
contribtited to increase the disorder, and to shorten its life. 
It contmued at Pnris but one summer, and died in London. 

1 3. We are told by Pyrard, that the Ooran-Outangs are 
found at Sierra I^one ; where they arc strong and weJl- 
formifd, and so iiKlustrious, that when properly trained and 
fed, theygvotk like aervants ; that, when orttered, th^ey 
pound any substances in a mortar ; and that they are fre- 
quently sent to fetch water, in small pitchers, front the 
rivers. After filling the pitchers, they cariy them on their 
heads to the door of the dwellmg; but if they are not aopa 
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l^k^i off, tlic animals suffer thcra to fall to tlie ground. 
%Vhen they pcrcdvc the pitcher to be overturned saad bro^ 

. iLen^ they utter biul lannetitattons. 

14. The form and oi'gans of this animal bear so near a 
icsemblance to thoae of men, that we are surprised to find 

^ftmtti produciive of so few advantages. The tongue, and 
*ll the organs of the voice,^are similar, aiKl yet the animal 
(sdumb^ the brain is formed in the same manner as that 
ii man, and yet the creature wants reason ; an evident 
proof, as Buffon finely observes, that no arrangement of 
inatter wili'fiitre mind ; and that the body, how nicely 
soever formed, is formed to very limited ends, when there 
Is not infused a soul to direct its operations. 

^ SECTION V. ' • 

The four seasons, 

1 . Who is tl%at beautiful virgin that approaches, clothed 
^t^a robe of light green ? She has a garland of flowers on 
^er head, and flowers spring up wherever she sets her foot. 

The snow which cover the fields, and the ice which was 
in the rivers, melt away when she breathes upon them. 

2. The youtig lambs fpsk about btVy and the birds war- 
,»lc in their, little throats to welcome her coming; and when 
{hey see her, they begin lo choose their mates, and to build 
I heir nests. Youths and maidens, have you seen this bcau-^ 

iful virgin? if you have, tell roe who is slie, and what is 
liername. 



1, Who is this that comes from the soutli, thinly clad in 
a light transparent garment ? Her breath is hot and sultry ; 
slw seeks the refreshment of the cool shade : she seeks the 
clear streams, the crystal brooks, to bat lie her languid 
limb?. The brooks and rivulets fly from her, and are dried 
iip,at her approach. She cools her paixhed lips with ber- 
ries, and the grateful acid of fruits ; the seedy melon, the 
sharp apple, and the red pulp of the juicy cherry, which 
are poured out plemifully around her. 

3. The tanned haymakers welcome her coming; and the 
sbeepshcarer, who clips the fleeces of his flock witli his 
^^nding shears. When she comes, let me lie under the 
Ihick shade of a spreading beech treej'^let me walk with 
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her in the early mornings when the dew is yet upon the 
grass ; — let me wander with her in the soft twilight, when 
the shepherd shuts his fold, and the star of evening appea:!^. 
Who is she that coraes from the south ? Youths and 
maidens, tell me, if you know, who is she, and what is her 
nam#. 

1. Who is he that comes with sober pace, stealing upon 
\is unawares ? His garments are red wRh the blood l)f the 
grape, and liis temples are bound with a sheaf of ripe wheat 
His hair i's^in and begins to fail, and the auburn is mi&ed 
with moumml gray. He shsd^es the brown nuts from the 
tfree. 

2. He winds the horn, and calls the hunters to their 
sport. The gun sounds. The trembling partridge an j the 
beautiful pheasant flutter, bleeding in tli^ air, and fall dead 
at the sportsman's feet. Who is he that is crowned with 
the wheat- sheaf ? Youths and msudens,' tell me, if you' 
know, who is ne, and what is his name. 

1. Wjt(o is be that comes from the north, clothed in fur* 
and W5rl*m wool f He wraps his cloak close abouthtm. His 
head ^ bald ; his beard is made of sharp icicles. He loves 
tl^^lazang fire, high piled upon the hearth. He binds 
slptcs to his feet, and skims over the frozen lakes. His 
breath is piercing and cold, and no little flower dares, to 
peep above the surface of the ground, when he is by. * 

2. Whatever he touches turns to ice. If he were to 
strike you with his coldhand, you would be quite stiff* and 
dead, like a piece of marble. Youths and maidens/do 
you see hin\ ? He is coming fast supon us, and soon he will 
be here. Tell me, if you know, who is he, and wjiat is his 

SECTION Vi. 

Divine Providence* 

1. The glorious sim is set in the west; the night-dews 
fell ; and the air which was sultry, becomes cool. The 
flowers fold up their coloured leaves^ they fold themselves 
up, and hang their heads on the slender stalk. The chick- 
ens are gathered under the wing of the hen, and are at rest 

F 

Digitized by VjOOQIS 



^^ Intrdductiany ^c: Part f. 

the hen herself is at reet also. The little birds have ceased 
their warbling ; they are asleep on the boughs^ each one 
wmi his bead behind his wings. There is no murmur of 
bees around the hive, or amongst the honeyed woodbines; 
they have done their work, and they lie close in their wax- 
en cells. % 

^. The sheep rest upon theirsoft fleeces, and their loud 
bleating is no tnore Jieard aniongst the hiHa. There is no 
sound of a number of voices, or of children at play, or the 
trampling of busy feet, and of pec^le hurrying to and fro. 
The smith's hammer is not heard upon the anvil; npr the 
harsh saw of the carpenter. All men are stretched on their 
quiet beds : and the child sleeps upon the breast of its mo- 
ther. Darkness is spread over Uve skies, and darkness is 
upon the ground:, every eye is shut, and every hand is still. 
3. Who takes care of all people, when they are sunk in 
sleep : when they cannot defend themselves, nor see if dan- 
ger approaches? There is an eye that never sleeps; there 
is an eye that sees in dark night, as well as in the bright 
sunshine. When there is no light of the sun, nor of the 
moon; when there is ho lamp in the house nor" any little 
star twinkling through the thick clouds; that eye sees eve- 
ry where, in all places, and watches continually over all the 
families of the earth. The eye that sleeps not is God's ; 
his hamys always stretched out over us. He made sleep^to 
refresh us when We are weary: he made night that we 
might sleep in quiet. 

4. As the mother moves about the house with her fin- 
ger on her fips, and stflls every liule noise, that her infant 
be not disturbed: as she draws the curtains around its bed, 
and shuts out the light from its tender eyes; so God draws 
thecurtains of darkness around us^ so he makes all things to 
be hushed and still, that this largefamily may sleep in peaces 
• 5. Labourers spent with toil, atad young children, and 
every little humming insect, sleep quietly, for God watches 
over you. You may sleep, for he, never sleeps: you may 
close your eyes in safety, for his eye is always open to pro- 
tect you. 

6. When the darkness is passed away, and the beanos 0f 
the morning sun strike through your eye-lids, begin the 
day with praising God, who has taken care of jrou thrin^ 
themght. Flowers, wlien you open again, spread ydar 
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leaves, and smell swe«t to his praise. Birds, when you 
awake, warble yotir thanks amongst the green boughs ! 
sing to him before* you sing to your mates!— Let his praise 
be in your hearts, when we lie down ; let his praise be on 
our lips, when we awake. barbaulp. 

SECTION VII. 

Health. 

1, Who is she that with graceful steps, and with a lively 
air, trips over yonder j^lain? 

The rose blushes on her cheeks ; the sweetness of the 
mbrning breathes from her lips; joy, tempered with inno- 
cence and modesty sparkles in her eyes; and the cheerful- 
ness of her heart appears in all her movement. Her name 
is Healtli : she is the daughter of Exercise and Temperance. 
Their sons inhabit the mountains and the plain . They are 
brave, active, and lively, and partake of all the beauties and 
virtues of their sister* 

2. Vigour strings their nerves, strei)gth dweUs in their 
bones, and labour is their delight all the day long. The 
employments of their father excite their appetites; and the 
repasts of their mother refi'esh them. To combat the pas- 
sions is their delight ; lo conquer evil habits, their glory. 

^ iTheir pleasuies are moderate, and therefore they endure : 
their repose is short, but sound and undisturbed. Their 
blood is pure; their minds are serene, and th^ physician 
does not find Uie way to their habitations. _ 

ECONOMY OF HUMAN LIFE. 

SECTION VIII. 

Charity, 

1. Happy is the man who h^sown in his breast the seeds 
of %harity and love! From the fountain of his heart rise 
rivers of goodness; and the streams overflow for the bene- 
fit of mankind. He assists the poor in their trouble ; lie 
rejoices in promoting the welfare of all men. He does not 
h^hly censure his neighbour; he believes not the teles of 
envy and malevolence, nor repeats their slanders. 

2. He forgives the injuries of men; he wipes them from 
his' remcmlt'ance; revenge and malice have no phfccc in his 
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heart, for evil he returns not evil: he hates not even his 
enemies; but requites their injustice with friendly admoni- 
tion. The grie& and anxieties of men excite his compas- 
sion : he endeavours to alleviate the weight of their misfor- 
tunes ; and the pleasure of success rewards his-labour. 

3. He calms the fury, he heals^e quarrels of angry men; 
and prevents the mischiefs of st riband animosity. He pro- 
motes in his neighbourhood peace and good will; and bis 
name is repeated with praise and benedictions. 

ECONOMY OF HUMAN LIFE, 

SECTION IX. 

6^^ - ^ Gratitude. 

t, A% the branches of a tree return their sap to the root, 
from whence it arose; as a river pours its j^treams to the 
sea, w he net* its spring was supplied; so the heart of a 
grateful man delights in returning a benefit received. He 
acknowiedges his obligation with cheerfulness; he looks.on 
his benefactor with love and esteem. And if to return \ 
favour be not in his power, he cherishes the remembrance 
of it through life. 

2. The hand of the generous man is like the clouds of 
heaven, which drop upon the earth, fruits, herbage* and 
flowers; but the heart of the ungrateful is like a desert of 
saud, which swallows with greediness the showers that fall, 
biiriiBS them in its bosom, and produoes nothing. 

3. The greatful mind envies not its benefactor, nor 
strives to conceal the benefit he has conferred. -Though to 
oblige is better t|ian to be obliged: though the act of ge- 
nerosity commands admiration ; yet the humility of grati- 
tude touches the heai*t, and is amiable in the sight both of 
God and man. eoonojjy of human ufe. 

SECTION X. ' I 

Mortality. 

1. Child of mortality, whence comest thou? why^s thy 
countenance sad, and why are thy eyes red m\k weeping? — 
I have seen the rose in its beauty ; it spread its leaves to 
the morniog sun. I returned; it was dying upon its stalk ; 
the grace of the form of It was gone : its lovelfiess was va« 
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Dished away; its leaves were scattered on the ground, and 
no one gathered them agaia. , 

2; A stately tree grew on the plain ; its branches were 
covered with verdure; its boughs spread wide, and made a 
goodly shadow ; the trunk was like a strong pillar; the 
roots were like crooked fangs. I returned: the verdure 
was nipt by the east wind; the branches were lopt away 
by the axe; the worm had made its way into the trunk, 
and the heart thereof was decayed ; it mouldered away, 
and fell to the ground. 

3. I have seen the insects sporting in the sunshine, and 
darting along the streams; their wings gHttered wiAi gold 
and purple; their bodies shone like a green em <; raid ; they 
were more numerous than I could count ; the I ■■ motions 
were quicker than my eye could glance. I returned; they 
were brushed into the pool ; ihcy were perisMni^ with the 
evening breeze; the swallow had devoured them [ the pike 
had seized them; there w^e none found of so great a mul 
titude. 

4. I have seen man in the pride of his strength; hh 
cheeks glowed with beauty ; his limbs were full of activi 
ty ; he leaped ; he walked; he ran ; he rejoiced in that he 
was more excellent than those. I returned ; he lay stif! 
and cold on the bare ground ; his feet could no longer move, 
nor his hands stretch themselves out; his life was departed 
from him : and breath was out of his nostrils. Therefore 
do I weep because DEATH is in the world; the spoiler is 
among the works of God; all that is made must be destroy, 
ed; all that is horn must die: let me alone, for I will weep 
yet longer. ba%bauld« 

SECTION XI. 

Immortality, 

1. 1 Have seen the ftower withering on the stalk, and its 
bright leaves spread on the ground.— I looked again :— -h 
sprung forth afresh ; its stem was crowned with new buds, 
and its sweetness filled the air. 

3. I have seen the sun set in theVest, and the shades of 

night shut in the wide horizon; there was no colour, nor 

shape, nor beauty, not music; gloom and darkness broods 

ed around.— I looked the sun broke forth again upon th(» 
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eastj and gilded the mountain tops ; the*Iark rose to meet 
him ffom her low nest, and the shades of darkness fled 
awajr. 

3. I have seen the insect, being come to its full size, 
languish, and refuse to eat; it spun itself a tomb, and was 
shrouded in the silken cone : it lay without feet, or shape, 
or power to move. — I looked agsdn; it had burst its tomb ; 
it was full of life, and sailed on coloured wings through the 
soft air; it rejdced in its tiew being. 

4. Thus shall it be with thee, O man ! and^so shall thy 
life^be renewed. Beauty shall spring up otlt of ashes, and 
life ouL of the dust. A little while shalt thou lie in the 
ground, LIS the seed lyss in the bosom of the eaith: but thou 
shalt be i-aised again; and thou shall never die any more. 

5. Who is he that comes to burst open the prison doors 
of the tomb; to bid the dead awake ; and to gather his re- 
deemed fix)m the four winds of heaven? He descends on a 
fiery rloud; the sound of a trunl{)et goes before him ; thou- 
sands of angels are on his right hand. — It is Jesus, the Son 
of God ; the saviour of men; the friend of the good, He 
comes in the glory of his Father; he has received power 
from on high, 

6. Mourn not, therefore, child of immortality ! for the 
spoiler,,the cruel spoiler, that laid waste the works of God 
is subdued. Jesus has conquered death: — child of im- 
mortality ! mourn no Longer. barbauijd* 

SECTION XIL 

Heqven. 

1. This rose is sweet, but it is surrounded with thorns : 
the lily of the valley is fragrant) but it springs up amongst 
the brambles. The spring is pleasant, but it is soon past: 
the summer is bright, but the winter destroys its beauty. 
The rainbow is very glorious, but it soon vanishes away : 
life is good, but it is quickly swallowed up in death. 

2. There is a land where the ros^s ^re without thorns 2 
and the flowers aire not mixed with brambles. In that 
land, there is eternal spring, and light without any cloud. 
The tree of life grows in the midst thereof; rivers of plea- 
sure are there, and flowers, that never fade. - Myriads of 
happy spirits are there, apd surround the throne of God 
with a perpetual hymn. 
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S. The angels with their golden harps sing praises con^ 
tinualiy, and the cherubims fly on wings of fire!— This 
country is heaven : it is the country of those that are good ; 
and nothing that is wicked must inhabit there. The toad 
must not spit its venom amongst turtle-doves; nor the 
poisorlous henbane grow amongst sweet flowers. Neither 
must any one that does ill, enter into that good land. 

4. This earth is pleasant, for it is God's earth ; and it is 
filled with many delightful things. But that country is far 
better : there we shall not grieve any more, nor be sick 
any more, nor do wrong any more; there' the cold of win- 
tCF shall not wither us, nor the htats of summer scorch us. 
In that country there are no wars nor quarrels, but all 
dearly Ibv^ one another. 

5. When our parents and friends die, and are laid in the 
cold ground, we see them here no ihore ; but there we 
shall embrace them again, and live with them, and be se- 
parated no more. There we shall meet all good men, 
whom we read of in holy books. There we shall see Abra- 
ham, the called of Gcid,, the father of the faitjiful ; and 
Moses, after his long wanderings in the Arabian desert; 
and Elijah, the prophet of God; and Daniel, who escaped 
the lions' den ; and there the son of Jesse, tlie shepherd 
king, the sweet singer of Israel. They loved God on 
earth; they praised him on earth; but in that country 
they will praise him better, and love him more. 

6. There we shall see Jesus, who is gone before us to 
that happy place; and there we shall behold the glory of 
the high God. We cannot see him here, but we will love 
him here. We must be now on earth, but we wiM often 
think on heaven. That happy land is our home ; we are to 
be here but for a little while, and there for ever, even for 
eternal ages, barbaui^d* 
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CHAPTER V. 



DIALOC^UES. 



SECTION 1. ^ 

CANUTE AND fflS COURTIERS. 

JPlattery refiroved. 

Canute. IS it true, my friends, as you hare often told 
me, 'that I am the greatest of monarchs ? 

JO^a. It is true, my liege; you are tho moft powerful 
of all kings. . ^ 

Oswald, We are all your slaves; we kiss the dust of 
your feet. 

Offa. Not only we, but even the elements are your 
slaves. The land obeys you from shore to shore; and the 
sea obeys*you. 

Canute, Does the sea, with its loud boisterous waves, 
* obey me ? Will that terrible element be still at my bidding ? 

Oftf. Yes, the sea is yours; it was made to bear your 
ships upon its bosom, and to pour the treasure of the world , 
at your royal feet. It is boistrous to your enemies, but it 
knows you to be its sovereign. 

Canute, Is not the tide coming up ? 

Oswald, Yes, my liege ; you may perceive the awell 
already. 

Canute, Bring me a chair then; set it here upon the 
sands. 

Offa, Where the tide is coming up, Biy gracious lord? 

Canute, Yes, set it just here. 

Oswald, {Aside.) I wonder what he is going to do ! 

Offa, {Aside.) Surely he is not so silly as to believe us. 

Canute, O mighty Ocean ? thou art my subject ; my 
courties tell me so; aod it is thy duty to obey me. Thus, 
then', I stretch my sceptre over thee, and command thee to 
retire. Roll back thy swelling waves, nor let them pre- 
sume to wet the feet of me, thy royal master. ^ 

Oswald, (Aside.) I believe the' sea will pay very litih 
regard to hi$ royal commands. / 
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Qffa, See how fast the tide rises ! 

Oswald, The next wave will come up to the chair. It 
is folly to stay ; we shall be covered with salt water. 

Canute. Well does the sea obey my commaads ? If it? 
be my subject, it is a very rebellious subject* See how it 
swells, and dashes tke angiy foam and salt spray ovpr my 
sacred person ? Vile sycophants ! did you think I was thi 
dupe of your base lies? that I believed your abject flat- 
teries ? Know, there is but one being whom the sea will 
obey. He is sovereign of heaven and earlh, King of kings, 
and Lord of lords.. It is only he who can say to the ocean, 
*' Thus far shalt thou go but no farther, and here shalt thy 
proud waves be stayed/' A kmg U bu^ a man and a man 
is but a worm. Shall a worm assume the power of the 
great God, and think the elements will obey him ? May 
kings learn to be humble from my example, and courtiers 
learn truth from your disgrace ! ©r. aikix. 

SECTION 11. 

THm TWO ROBBERS. 

IVe often condemn in others what we practise ourselvcf, 
Albxander the Great in his tent. A man with a fierce 
countenance.^ chained and fettered brought before him, 

Alexander. What, art thou the Thracian robber of 
whose exploits I have heard so much ? 

Robber. I am a Thracian, and a soldier. 
" Alexander. A soldierl a thief, a plunderer, an assassin ! 
the pest of the country ! I could honour thy courage, but I 
must detest and punish thy crimes. 

Robber. What have I done of which you can complain? 

Alexander. Hast thou not set at defiance my authority ; 
violated the public peace, and passed thy life in injuring the 
persons and properties of thy fellow subjects ? 

Robber. Alexander ! I am yoiir captive — I must liear 
what you please to. say, and endure what you please to in- 
flict. But my soul is unconquered : and if I reply at all to 
your reproached, I will reply like a free npian. 

Alexander. Speak freely. Far be it from me to take the 
advantage of my power, to sUence those with whom I deign 
la<^nverse? ~ \ 
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Robber, I must then answer your question by another, 
How have you passed your life ? 

jilexander. Like a hero. Ask Fame, and she will tell 
you. Among the brave I have been the bravest; among 
sovereigns, the noblest: among conquerors, the mightiest. 

Robber, And does not Fame ^eak of me, too? Was 
there ever a bolder Captain of a more valiant band ? Was 
there ever— but I scorn to boast. You yourself know that 
I have not been easily subdued ? . 

Mexander, Still what are thou , but a robber— a base, 
dishonest robbtr ? 

Robber, And what is a conqueror? Have not you, too, 
gone about the earth like an c,vil genius, blasting the fair 
fruits of peace and industry : plundering, ravaging, killing, 
without law, without justice, merely to gratify an msfttiable 
lust for dominion ? All that I have done to a dngle district 
with a hundred followers, you have done to whole nations 
with a hundred thousand. If I have stripped individuals 
you have ruined kings and princes. If I have bunied a few 
hamlets, you hare -desolated the most flourishing kingdoms 
and cities of the earth. What is then the difference, but 
th%t asyou were born a king, and I a private man, you have 
been able to become a mightier robber than I ? 

Alexander, But if I have taken like a king, I have given 
like a king. If I have subverted empires, I have founded 
greater. 1 have cherished arts, commerce, and philosophy. 

Robber, I, too have freely given to the poor, what I 
took from the rich. 1 have established order and discipline 
among the most ferocious of mankind ; and have stretched 
out my protecting arm over the oppressed. I know in- 
deed, little of the philosophy you talk of; but I believe 
neither you rwr I shall ever atone to the world for the mis- 
chifcfs we have done it. 

Alexander, Leave me — Take off his chains, and use Uim 
well. Are we then so much alike ? — Alexander too a rob* 
ber ?-*-Let me reflect, pr. aikix 
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SECTION IIL 
A FAMILY CONVERSATION. 

On the slavery of the negroes. 

AuguHa. My dear pajKi, you oivce informed xdp Uiat in 
the West-Indiis, all laborious operatbns were performed 
by negro slaves. Are those islands inhabited by negroes? 
I thought these people were natives of Africa. 

Father. You are right, my dear: they arc, indeed na- 
tives of Africa; but they have been snatched, by tiic hand 
of violence, from their country, friehds, and connexions. I 
am aslgjied to confess, that many ships are annually sent 
from cmTerent. parts of England, ta the coast of Guinea, to 
procurer slaves from that unhappy country, for the use of 
our West^India islands, wiiere they are sold to the planters 
of sugaF-plantations; anid afterwards employed in the hard- 
est and most servile occup^^tions: and -pass the rest of their 
lives in slavery and wretchedness. 

Sofihia. How much my heart feels for them I How«ago^ 
nizing must it be to be separated from one's near relations ; 
parents perhaps divided from their children for ever ; hus- 
bands from their wives; brothers and sisters obliged to bid 
each other a final farewell ! — But why do the kings of the 
African states suffer their subjects to be so cruelly treated? 

Mother. Many causes have operated to induce the Afri- 
can princes to become assistants in^this infamotis traffic: 
and ihstead. of being the defenders of their harmless people, 
they have frequently betrayed them to their most cruel 
enemies. The Europeans have corrupted these ignorant 
rulers, by presents of rum, and other spirituous liquors, of 
which they arc immoderately fond. They have fomented 
jealousies, and excited wars, amongst them, merely for the 
skke of obtaining the prisoners of war for slaves. Fre- 
quently they us^ no ceremony, but go on shore in the night, 
-set fire to a neighbouring viUage, and seize upon all the 
unhappy victims, who run to escape the flames. 

Cecelia. What hardened hearts do the captains of those 
slups possess ! They must have become extremely cruel, 
, before they would undertake such an emptoyment. 

Mother. There is reason to4>elicve that moat of them, 
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by th0 habits of such a life, are become deaf to the voice 
of pity: we must^ however, compassionate the situation of 
those, whose parents have ,early bred them to this profession 
before they were of an age to choose a different employ- 
ment. But to resume the subject of the negroes. ' What 
I hav€^ related is only the beginning of their sorrows. 
Whe»*^hpy are put on board the ships, they ate crowded 
together in the hold, where many of them die ifor want of 
air and room. There have been frequent instances of their 
throwing themselves into the sea, when they could find an 
opportunity and seeking in death a refuge from their cal- 
mity . As soon as they arrive in the Wen- Indies, they are 
carried to a public market, where they are sold to the best 
bidder, like horses at our fairs. Their future lot depends 
much upon the disposition of the master, into whole hands 
they happen to fall; for among the overseers 4?f; sugar- 
plantations, there are some men of feeling and htiinanity ; 
but too generally the treatment of ihe poor negroes «s very 
severe. Accustomed to an easy, indolent life, in the luxu- 
rious and plentiful country of Africa, they find great hard- 
ship from the trajsition to a life of severe labour, without 
any mixture of indulgence to soften it. Deprived of the 
hope of amending their condition by any course of conduct 
they can pursue, they frequently abandon themselves to de* 
spair, and die, in what is called the seasoning : which is, 
becoming inured by length of time to their situation. They 
who have less sensibility and stronger constitutions, survive 
their complicated n^isery but a few years f for it is gene- 
rally aqknowledged, that they seldom attain the full period 
of human life. > * '" 

Augusta, Humanity shudders at your account ? but I 
have heard a gentlemen, who had Uved many years abroad, 
say, that negroes were not much superior t<> the brutes : 
and that they were so stupid and stubborn, that nothing 
but stripes and severity could have any influence over 
them; 

Father, That gentleman was most probably interested 
i|i misleading those with whopd he conversed^ People, who 
reason in that manner, do not coniider the disadvantages 
which the poor negroes suffer, from want; of cultivation. 
Leading an ignorant, savage life in their own country, they 
can hafe acquired no previ^s information: and when they 
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fall into the hands of their cruel oppressors, a life of labo- 
rious servitude, which scarcely affords them sufficient time 
for sleep, deprives them of every opportunity of improving 
their minds. There is no reason to Suppose that they differ 
from us in any thing but colour j which distbction arises 
from the intense heat of tlieir climate. There have been 
instances of a few, whose situation has been favourable to 
improvement, who have shown strong powers of mind. 
Those masters, wI)o neglect the religious and moral In- 
struction of their slaves, add a heavy load of guilt to that 
already incurred, by their share in this unjust and inhuman 
traffic. » 

Charles. My indignation rises at this recital. Why does 
not the British parliament exert its powers to avenge the 
wrongs of these oppressed Africans? What can prevent 
an act being passed to forbid Englishmen from buying and 
selling slaves ! 

Father. Many persons of great talents and virtue, have 
made several fruitless attempts to obtain an act for the abo- 
' lition of this trade. Men interested in its continuance have 
h. the rto frustrated these generous designs; but we may rely 
upon the goodness of that Divine Providence, who cares for 
all creatures, that the day will come when their rights will 
be considered: and there is great reason to hope, from the 
light already cast upon the subject, that tlie rising genera- 
tion will prefer justice and mercy, to interest and policy ; 
and will free themselves from the odium we at present suf- 
fer, of treating our feHowcteatures in a manner unworthy 
of them, and of ourselves. 

Mother, Henry, repeat that beautiful apostrophe to a 
negro woman, which you learned the other day out of Bar- 
bauld's Hymns. 

Henry. " Negro woman, who sitteth pining in captivity, 
and weepest over thy sick child, though no one s^es thee, 
God sees thee; though no one pities thee, God pities thee. 
Raise thy voice, forlorn and abandoned one; call upon him 
from amidst thy bonds, for assuredly he will hear thee." 

Cecilia. 1 think no riches could tempt me to have any' 
share in the slave-trade. I could never enjoy peace of 
mind, whilst I thought 1 contributed to the woes of my 
fellow -creatures. 

Mother. But, Cecilia, to put yaux* compassion to the 
G 
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proof; are you willing: to debar yourself of the numerous 
!ndu%onces you enjoy, frona the fruit of their labour? 

Cecilia, I would forego any indulgence to alienate their 
sufferiugs. 

The rest of the children together. We are all of'the 
same mind. 

Mother. 1 admire the sensibility of your uncorrupted 
hearts, my dear children. It is the voice of nature and vir- 
tue, listen to it on all occasions, and bring it home to 
' your bosoms, and your daily practice. The same principle 
of benevolence, which excites your just indignation at the 
oppression of the negroes, wRl lead you to be gentle to- 
wards your in&riors» kind and obliging to your equals, and 
in a particular manner condescending and considerate to- 
wards yourdomeslies; requiring no more of them, than 
you W(;jfjld be willing to perform in their situation; in- 
structing theni when you have opportunity; sympathizing 
in their afflictions, and promoting^ their best interests to the . 
utmost of your power.* 

- SECTION IV. 



^ The father redeemed from slavery by hia son. 

A YOUKG man named Robert, was sitting alone in his 
boat in the liarbour of Marseilles. A stranger stepped in, 
and took his seat near him, but quickly i*ose ag^ ; observ- 
ing, that since the master was not preseut, he would take 
another boat. *' This, sir, is mine/* said Robert: " would 
you ssdl without the harbour ?'*— -^ I meant only to move 
about in the basin, and enjoy the co6iness of this fine eve- 
ning. But I cannot believe you are a sailor." — ^^ Nor am 
I: yet on Sundays and holydays, I act the bargeman, 
with a view to make up a sum."—** What I covetous at 
your age 1 your looks had almost prepossessed me in your 
favour.*' — ^" Alas ! sir, did you know my situation, you 
would not blame me."-—" Well ; perhaps I am mistaken. 

•It wil^, (loubUess, be gratifying to the yoang r^er, to be inform- 
ed, ibftt since tliia Dialogue w.^ wriUen, jbe Slave Trade has been hap- 
)iily abolished by tlie Britbh Parliament. This memorable though IaU> 
tniimpU of justice and bumaoity was affected in the year 1807. 



y Google 



Chfiji, 5. " Dialogues » 75 

Let us take our little cruise of pleasure; aiid acquaint me 
^ with your history.'* 

The stranger having resumed his seat, the dblogue af- 
ter a short pause, proceeded thus. *' I perceive, young 
man, 'you are sad. What grieves you thus ?"-^'* My fa- 
ther, ^r, groans in fetters, and I cannot ransom him. He 
earned a liveliliood by petty brokerage ; but tn an evil 
^'hour, cmHarked for Smyxlia, to superintend in person the 
delivery of a cargo, in -which he had a concei'n. The ves- 
sel was captured by a Barbary corsair; and my father was 
conducted to Tetuan. where he is now a slave. They re- 
fused to release him for les^ that two thousand crowns, a 
sum which far exceeds our scanty means. However, we 
do our best. My mother and sisters work day and night. 
I ply hard at my stated occupation of a journeyman jew-* 
eller; and, as you perceive^ majic the most I x:an of sun- 
days and holydays. I had resolved to put myself in my fa- 
ther's stead ; but my mother, apprised of my design, and 
dreading the double privation of a husband and an only 
son, requested the Levant captains to refuse me a pas- 
sage.*'--" Pray do you ever hear from your father! Under 
what name does he pass? or what is his master's addres?" 
— w His masiter is overseer ©f the royal gardciw at Fez; and 
my father's name is Robert at Tetuan, as at Marseilles.'* 
— « Bpbert overseoi; of the royjtl gardens ?" — ^ Yes, Sir," 
— <'I am touched ^ith your misfortunes; but venture to 
predict their termin%ti«i." 

N%ht drew on apace. The stranger, upon landing, thrust 
JQtA^ oung Robert's hand a purse containing eight double 
fPKa'ors, with ten crowns in silver, and instaotly disap- 
-peart&d. - . ' * 

Six weeks passed after thb advjenture ; and each return- 
ing sun bore witness to the unrcrmitting exef^bns of the 
gcwd family."* * As thpy sat one day at their unsavory meal 
of bread and dried almonds, old Robert entered the apart- 
ment, i%a garb little suited to a fugitive prisoner; tender- 
ly embraced his wife and childr*en, and thanked them, with 
tears of gratitude, for the fifty fcuis they had caused to be 
remitted to him on his sailing from Tetuan, for his free 
passage, and a comfortaG^e supply of wearing apparel. Jlis 
astonishe^ relatives eyed one another in silence. At length 
the mother, suspecting that her son had secretly concerted 
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the whole planf tecounted the various instances of his zeal ^ 
and affection. <«Six thousand livers, continued she, "is 
the sum we wanted; and we had already procured some- 
what more than the half, owing chiefly to his industry. 
Some friends, ik> doubt, have assisted him upon a^ emer- 
gency like the present." 'A gloomy suggestion crossed the 
father's miad. Turning suddenly to his son and eyeing him 
with the sternness of distraction, ** Unfortunate boy,'* ex- 
claimed he, " what have you done ? How can I be indebt* 
ed to you for my freedomi and not regret it ? How eould 
you effect my ransom without your mother's knowledge, 
unless at the expense of virtue ? I tremble at the thought 
of filial affection having betrayed you into guilt. ^Tell the 
^trulh at once, whatever may be the consequence," — ^'* Calm 
*your apprehensions, my dearest father," cried the son, em- 
bracing him. *'No, I am nof unworthy of such a parent, 
though fortune has denied me the satisfaction of proving 
the" full strength of my attachjnent. I am not your deli- 
verer : but I know who is. Recollect, hnother, the unknown 
gentleman who gave me the purse, He was particylar in 
his inquiries. Should 1 pass my life in the pursvit, I mnist 
endeavour to meet with him, and invite him to contem- 
plate the fruits of his beneficence." He then related to 
his father all that had passed in the pleasure-boat, and re« 
moved every distressing suspicion. •• ^ -j 

Restored to the bosom- of his family, the father again 
^ partoojt pf their joys, prospered in hisliealings,.and saw his 
children comfortably established. Some time afterwards, 
on a Sunday morning, as the son was walking on the quay,^ 
he discovered his benefactor, clasped his knees, and en-i> 
treaeted him ad his guar^ia^ angel, as the preserver "of a 
father and a familj*, to share the happiness he had been 
the means # producing. The fttranger againdisappeared 
in tlie crowd — but, reader, this stitanger wasTOontesquieu. 

MUIU0EAD's tuavbls. 
# 
SECTION V. 

THE TUTOR AND HIS PUPIL,3. 

Eya and no eyes; c^Ltlie art of seeing* 
. Welu, Robert, where have you been wa,lking tma after* 
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noon ? (said a Tutor to one of his pupils at the close of a 
holyday.) ... 

Robert, I have been to Broom-heath, kn*l, «o round by 
the windmill upon^ Camp-mount, and home through the 
meadows by the river side. 

Tutor. Well, that is a pleasant /oand. 

R obert. ^ thought it very dull, Sir; I scarcely met with 
a single person. I would much rather have gone along the 
turnpike-road. 

Tutor, Why, \i seeing n>en and horses is your object, 
you would, indeed, be better entertained on the high-road. 
But did you see William ? 

Robert, We set out together^ but be lagged behind in 
the lane, so I^alked on and left him. 

Tutoi\ That was a pity. He would have been com- 
pany for you. x^ 

Robert, O, he is so tedious, always stopping to look at 
this thing and that! I would ratlier walk alone. I dare 
say he is not got hoiHe yet. 

Tutor. Here he comes. Well, William, where have 
you been? 

William. O, the pleasaat^t walk! I went all over 
Broom -heath, and so up to the mill at the top of the hill, 
and then dowQ among the green meadows by the side of 
the river. ^ 

Tutor. Why, thaj is just the round, Robert has been 
taking) and he complains of its dulness, and prefers the 
high road. 

William. I wonder at that. I , am sure I hardly took a 
step that did not delight me; and I have brought liome my 
*handkerchieFfull of curiosities. 

Tutor. Suppose then^ you give us an account of what 
amused you so much.^I fancy it will be as new to Robert 
as to me. ' 

William. I will do it readily. The lane leading to the 
heath, you know, is close and sandy, so I did not mind it 
much, but mada the best of my way. However* I s{Hed a 
curious thing enough in a hedge. It was an old crab-tree^ 
out of which grew a great bunch of son>ething green, quite 
different from the tree itself. Here is a bi*anch of it. 

Tutor. Ah I this is aurisletoe, a plant of great fame for 
the. use made of it by the Druids of old, in their religious 

G2 >: 
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rites and incantations. It beare a very sHniy white berry, 
of which birdlinS liiay bc-irade, whence the Latin name 
viscus. It iax)ne^f those pi mts which do not grow in the 
ground by « root of their own, but fix ttiem selves upon 
other plants;' whence they have been humorously styled 
fiarisiticalj as being %^ngers-on or dependants. It was 
the misletoe of the*«fk that the Druids p^icularly ho- ' 
nour^d. ' 

Willidm. A little further on I saw a green woodpecker 
fiy to a tree, and run up the trunk like a cat. 

Tutor. That was to seek for insects in the bark, on 
which they live. They bore holes with their strong ttlh 
for that purpose, and do mugh damage to the trees by it. 

Williunu What beautiful birds tliey are L 

Tutor. Yes: they have been called, frooalheir colour 
and size, the English panx)t. 

William. When I got upon the open lieath> how charm- 
ing it was! V The ah* seemed so fresh, and the prospect on 
every side so free and unbounded I Then it was all cover- 
ed with gay flowers, many of which I had never observed 
before. There were at least three kinds of heath, (I have 
^ot ihenain my handkerchief here,) and gorse, and broom, 
and bell-flower, and many others of all colours, of which 
I will beg you presently to^l me the names. 

Tutor. That I will, readily. 

William. I saw, too, several birds that were new to me 
There was a pretty grayish one, of the size of a lark, that 
was hopping about some great stones ; and when he flew, 
he showed a great deal of white above his tail. 

Tutor. That was a wheat-ear. Ihey are reckoned very 
, delicious birds to eat, and frequent the open downs in Sus-^- 
scK, and some other counties, in great numbers. 

Willia??i. Tliere was a flock of lapwings upon a marshy 
part of the heath, and amused me much. As I came near 
them, some of them kept flying round and round just over 
my head, and crying fiewit so distinctly, one might almost 
fancy they spoke. I thought I should have caught one of 
them, for he flew as if one of his wings iv as broken, and 
often tumbled close to the ground; but as^I came near, he 
always contrived to get away. 

Tutor. Ha, ha ! you werp fii»lf taken in, then 1 This 
was all an artifice of the bird's, t^'entjce you away from its 
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nest: for they build upon the bare ground, and their nest 
would easily be observed, did not they draw off the attention 
of intruders, by their loud cries find counterfeit lameness. 

William, I wish I had known that, for he led me a long 
chase, often over shoes in water. However, it was the 
cause of my falling in with an old man and a boy, who were 
cutting and piling up turf for fuel; and I had a good deal 
of talk with them, about the manner of preparing the turf, 
and the price it sells at. They gave me, too, a creature I 
never saw before — a young viper, which they had just kil- 
led, togethei^ with its dam. I hare seen several common 
snakes, but this is thicker in proportion, and of a darker 
colour than they are. 

Tutor, True. Vipers frequent those turfy, bpggy 
grounds pretty much, and I have known several turf-cut- 
ters bitten by them. 

William. They are very venomous, are they not ? 

Ihttor, Enough so to make their wounds painful and 
dangerous, though they seldom prove fatal. 

William, Weil— I then took my course up the wind- 
mill on the mount. I climbed up the steps, of the mill in 
order to get a better view of the country round. , What an 
extensive prospect I ^ counted fifteen church steeples; 
and I saw several gentlemen's houses peeping out from the 
midst of green woods and plantations; and I could trace 
the windings of the rivec all along the low grounds, till it 
was lost behind a ridge of hills. But I'll tell you what I 
mean to do, if you will give me leave. 

Tutor. What is that? 

William, I will go again, and take with mc Carey's 
county map, by which I shall probably be able to make 
out most of the places. 

Tutor, You shall have it, and I will go with you, and 
take my pocket spying-glass. 

William, I shall be very glad of that. Well — a thought 
struck me, that as the hill is called Camfi-mnunt^ there 
might probably be some remains of ditches and mounds, 
with which I have read thatcampswere surrounded. And 
I really believe I discovered something of that sort run- 
ning round one side of the mount. 

Tutor, Very likely you might, I know antitiuarieshavc 
described such remains as ei^ibtii^ there,which some sup- 
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pose to be Roman, others Danish. We will examine them 
ftirther when we g^ 

William, From the hHl I went straight down to the 
meadows below, and walked on the side of a brook that 
runs into the river. It was all bordered with reeds, and 
flags, nnd tall flowering plants, quite different from those 
J had seen on the heath. As I was getting down the bank 
to reach one of them, I heard something plunge into the 
water near roe.* It was a larg^ water-rat, and I saw it swim 
OTcr.to the other side and go iqto its hole. There were a 
great many larg^dragon flies all about the stream. I caught 
one of the finest, and have got him here in a leaf. But 
how I longed to patch a bird that I saw hovering over the 
water^ and ever^ now and then darting down into it I It 
was all over a mixture \A the most beautiful green and 
blue, with some orange colour. It was somewhat less than 
a thrush, and had a large head and bill, and a short tail. 

Tutor, I can tell you what that bird was—a kingfisher, 
tlie celebrated halcyon of the ancients, about which so 
many tales are told. It lives on fish, which it catches in the. 
manner you saw. It builds in holes in the bank^ and is 
a shy, retired bird, never to be seen far frpm the stream 
where it inhabits. 

William. I must try to get another sight of hmi, for I 
never saw a bird tliat pleased me so much. Well, I fol- 
lowed this little brook till it entered the river, and then 
t,ook the path that runs along the bank. On the opposite 
side, I observed several little birds running akmg the shore, 
and making a piping noise. They were brown and white, 
and about as big as a snipe. 

Tutor, I suppose they were sand-pipers, one of the nu* 
mcrous family of birds that get their living by wading 
am<>ng the shallows, and picking up worms and insects. 
. William. There were « great many swallows, too, 
sporting upon the sur&ce of the water, that entert^uned me 
with their motions. Sometimes they dashed into the 
^ream; sometimes they pursued one another so quickly 
lliHt the eye could scarcely follow them. In one place, 
* where a high steep €and-bank rose directly above the river, 
I observed many dTlhem go in and out of holes, with which 
(he bank was l>ored full. 

Tutor. Those were sand-martins, the smallest of our 



d by Google 



Chnp. 5. Dialogues. 81 

four species of swallows. They ace of a mouse colour 
above, and white bcnealh. They make their nests, and 
bring up their young in these holes, which run a great 
depthv and by their situation are secure from all plunderers. 

William, A little further I saw a map in a boat, who 
was catching eels in an odd way. He had a long pole, 
with broad iron prongs at (be end, just like Neptune's tri- 
dent, only there were five instead of three. This he 
pushed straight down into the mud, in the deepest parts 
of the river, artd fetched up the eels sticking between the 
prongs. 

Tutor, I have seen this method. It is called, spearing 
of eels. 

William, While I was looking at him, a heron came 
flying over my head, with his large flagging wings. He 
alighted at the next turn of the river, and I crept softly be- 
hind the bank to watch his motions. He had waded into 
the water as far as his long legs would carry him, and'^was 
standing with his neck drawn in, looking intently on the 
strqpiB. Presently he darted his long bill as quick as 
ifightnftjg into the water, and drew out a fish, which he 
swallowed. I saw him catch another in the same manner. 
He then took alarm at some noise I made, and flew away 
slowly to a wood at some distance where he settled. 

Tutor, Probably his nest was there, for herons build 
upon the loftiest tree they can find, and sometimes in so- 
ciety together, like ig6)i% Formerly, when these birds 
were valued for the amusement of hawking, many gentle- 
men had their heroniea and a few are still remaining. 

William. I think they are the largest wild birds we 
have. 

Tutor. They are of a great length and spread of wing, 
but their bodies are comparatively small. 

William, I theq turned homewards dcross the meadows, 
where I stopped awhile to look at a large flock of starlings, 
which kept flying about at no great (}istance. I could not 
tell at first what to maket>f them ; for they rose altogether 
from the ground as thick as a swarm of bees, and formed 
themselves into a kind of black Cloud hovering over the . 
field. After taking a short round they settled again, and 
presently rose again in the same manner. I dare say thero 
were hundreds of them. 
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Tutor. Perhaps so ; for in the fenny countries, their 
flocks are so nanierous, as to break down whole acres' of 
reeds, by settling on thetn. This disposition of starlings to 
fly in close swarms, was remarked even by Homer, who 
compares the foe flying from one of his heroes, to a cloud 
of starlings retiring dismayed at the approach of the hawk. 

William. After I had left \he meadows, I crossed the 
cornfields in the way to our house, and passed close by a 
deep marl pit. Looking inlo it, I saw, on one of the sides, 
a clusterof what I took to be shells ; and upon going down, 
I picked up a clod of marl, which was quite full of them ; 
but how sea shells could get there, I cannot imagine. 

Tutor, I do not wonder at your surprise, since many 
philosophers have been much pciplexed to accountfor the 
same appearance. It is not uncommon to find great quan- 
tities of shells and relics of marine animals, even in the 
bowels of high mountains, very remote from the sea. 

"William, I got to the hi^ field next to our house just 
as the son was setting, andll stood look'mg at it till it was; 
quite lost. What a glorious sight ! The clouds weveJjmged 
_with purple and crimspn^nd yellow of all sbades^a^JBrnSf^ 
and te ^lear^y^variedtrdm blue to a fine green at the 
horizon. But how large the sun appears just as it sets i I 
think it seems twice as big.a% when it is over head. 

Tutcr, It does so; and you may probably have observed 
the same ap^parent efclargeraent of the moon at^its ndng. 

fVilliam. I have ; but prayi^^at is the reason of this ? 

Tutor. It is an optacle deception, depending upon prin< 
ciples which I cannot well explain to you, tilt you know 
more of that branch of science. But what a number of 
new ideas this aftemood^ walk has afiPonled you ? I do not 
wonder that you found it amusing; it has been very in- 
structive too. Did you see nothing of all these sights, 
Robert? , • 

Robert. I saw acme of them, but I <fid not take paiti* 
cular notice of them. 

7«for. Whynot? ' ;^. 

Robert. I do not know. 1 did not care about them ; and 
. I made the best of my way home. 

Tutor. That would have been right, if you had been 
sent on a message ; but as you only walked for amusement, 
it would have been wiser to have sought out as manys^rce;> 
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of it as possible. But so it is— one man walks through the 
world* with his eyes open, and another with them shut ; 
and upon thb differevGe depends all the superiority of 
knowledge the one acquires pver the other. I have known 
jailors who had been in all the quarters of the world, /and 
could tell you nothing but the signs of the tippling- houses 
they frequented in different ports, and the priee and quali- 
ty of the liquor. On the other hand, a Franklin could not 
cross the channel without making some <)b8ervations use- 
ful to mankind. While many a vacant thoughtless youth 
is whirled throughout Europe, without gaining a smgle idea 
worth crossing a street for, the observing eye and inqui- 
ring mind, iind matter of improvement and delight, in 
every ramble \t town and country. Do you ihenWilliamj 
continue to make use of your eyes; and t/QU Robert^ learn 
that your^eycs were given you for use. dr. aikin. 



CHAPTER VI. 

JPHOMISCUOUS PIECES. 



SECTION I. 
We destroy filea&ure by pursuing it too eagerly, 

¥ 

1 , A BOY smitten with the colours of a butteifly, pur- 
eed it from flower to flower with indefatigable pains. 

First he ainied to surprise it among the leaves of a rose: 
th^n to cover it with his hat, as it was feeding on a daisy. 
At one time he hoped to secure it, as it revjjUed on a sprig 
of myrtle; and at another, grew sure of his prize, per- 
ceiving it to loiter on a ^d of violets. But the fickle fly 
still eluded his attempts. 

2. At last, observing it half buried in the cup of a tulip, 
he rushing forwaid, and snatching it with violence, crushed 
it to pieces. Thus, by his eagerness to enjoy, he lost the 
object of his pursuit.— From this instance, young persons 
may leani, that pleasure is but a painted butterfly : which 

if tttusprately pursued, may serve to amuse; but which - 
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when embraced with too much' ardour will perbh in the 

grasp. LORD KAIiiS. 

SECTION II. 

^ On aieterly unity and love. 

1. " Ob6SRV£ these two hounds, that are coupled toge- 
ther," said Euphronius to Lucy and Emilia, who were look- 
ing through the window. " How they torment each other, 
by a^ disagreement io their pursuits! One is for moving 
slowly, and the other vainly urges onward. The larger 
dog now sees some object that tempts him on this side » 
and mark how he drags his companion along, who is exert- 
ing all his eiForts to pursue a different rout ! Thus they 
will continue all day at variance, . pulling each o'her in op- 
posite directions, when they might, by kind and mutual 
compliances, pass on easily^ meriily, atid happily.^ 

2. Lucy and Emilia concurred in censuring the folly and 
ill-nature of these dogs; and Euphronius expressed a ten- 
der wish, that he might never see any thing similar^ theiv 
behaviour to each other. " Nature," said he ^' hasTinwd 
you together, by the near equality of age ; by your com- 
mon relation to the most indulgent parents; by the endear- 
ing lies of «8terhood ; and by all those generous sympathies, 
which have been fostered in ypur bosoms, from the earliest 
infancy. 

3. *^ Let these silken cords of mutual love continue to 
wnite you in the same pursuits. Suffer no allurements to 
draw you different ways ; no contradictory passions to dis- 
tract your friendship; nor any selfish views, or sordid jea- 
lousies ^o render those bonds uneasy and oppressive, which 
are now your ornament, your strength, and your happi- 
ness." PBWeiVAL. 

SECTION III. 

; '*• ■ 'I , 

The Sufir erne Ruler of the world, 

1. Many kingdoms and countries full of people, and 
islands, and large tontinents, and different climes, make op 
this whole .world: God governs it. The people swarm 
upon the face of it like ants upon a hiUock. Some , 
black with the hot sun ; some covc.r themselves nitK;*'* 
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against the sharp cold ; some drink of the fruit of the vine ; 
some the pleasant milk of the coccoa-nut; and others 
quench their thirst with the running stream. 

2. All are God's family ; he knows every one of them, 
as a shepherd knows his flpck. They pray to him in differ- 
ent Is^nguag^Sj but he understands them all ; he hears them 
all ; he takes care of all : none are so great that he cannot 
punish them ; none are so meaq^ that he will not protect 
them. 

3. Negro woman, who sittest pining in captivity, and 
weepest over thy sick child ; though no one sees thee, God 
sees thee ; though no one pities thee, God pities thee. 
Raise thy voice, forlorn and abandoned one ; call upon him 
from amidst thy bonds; for assuredly he will hear thee.— 
Monarch, that rulest over a hundred states; whose frown 
is terrible as deatli, and whose armies cover the land, boast 
not thyself as though there was none above thee. God is 
above thee ; his powerful arm is always over thee ; and if 
thou docst ill, assuredly he will punish ihec?. . 

j( 4-*Naiions of the earth, fear the Lord; families of ihen, 
call upon the name of your God; Is tfiere any one whom 
Cod hath not made ? let him not worship him. Is there 
any one whom he hath not blessed ? let him not praise 

him. BARBAIJLD. 

SECTION IV. . V . 

Abraham and Lot 5 a fine example of toisdom^nd conde- 
scension, 

1. Domestic altercations began to perplex families in the 
very childhood of time : the blood even of a brother was 
shed, at an early period. But with how much tenderness 
and good -sense does Abraham prevent the disagreement 
which had nearly arisen, as is Jbutftoo frequently the case, 
from the quarrels, of servants \ he said unto Lot, « I pray 
thee let there be no strife betwixt me and thee, nor between 
nay herdsman and thine.** And why ?* For the tendercst 
reason that can be ; " because we are brethren.^' 

2. The very image of thepartiarch in the attitude of cn« 
treaty, the fraternal tear just starting from his eye, is this 
moment before me : and thus, methinks, I catch instruc- 
tion from the lip of the venerable man, as he addressee 
Lot. << Away, my dear brother, away with strife : we wer^ 

>H 
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bom to be the servants of God, and the companions of eacli 
other : as we sprang from the same parents, so we natu- 
rally partake^of the same affections. We are brethren, 
sons of the same father ; we are friends ; for surely kin» 
dredship should be the most exalted friendship. Let us 
not then disagree, because our herdsmen have disagreed ; 
since that were to encourage every fdle pique nnd sense- 
less animosity. 

3. « Great indeed, has been our success since ourmi- 
gration into this fair country : we have much substance, 
and much cattle. But what V shall brothers quarrel, be- 
cause it has pleased Heaven to prosper them ? This would 
be ingratitude, impiety! But if, notwithstanding these 
persuasives, thy spirit is still troubled, let us separate : ra- 
ther than contend with a brother, I wbuld, hard as it. is 
^ven part with him for a time. 

4. ." Pei^iaps the ^occasion of dispute, (wlucb I have al* 
ready forgotten,) will soon be no more remembered by 
thee. Is not the whole land before thee ? Take then my 
blessing and my embrace, and separate thyself from .me. 
To tiiee is submitted the advantages of choice : if thoir 
wilt take the left hand, then, that I may not appeftr ta 
thwart thee unbrotherly, I will take the right or if thou 
art mcye inclined to the country which lies upon the right, 
Hheift^will I-go to the left. Be it as thou wilt, and wither- 
-^ot^ver fdM)^goest^^happ7 may est thou be 1" 
' ^5. Lot l^tened to his brother, and departed. He cast 
his eyes on the well-watered plains of Jordan. When he 
separatedit appears to have been with the hope of increas- 
ing his wealth : whilst Abrahimi, actuated by the kindest 
motives, often, i\p doubt, pressed his brother's hand; and 
often bade Him adieu; and even followed him to repeat his 
farewell wishes, ere he could suffer him to depart. 

SECTION V. 

•^ fiers^cuting' sfiirit refiroved. 

1. Aram was sitting at the door of his tent/ under the 
shade of his fig-tree, when it came to ^ass that a map, 
stricken with years, bearing a staff in his hand, journeyed 
that way. And it was noon- day. And Aram said unto the 
stranger ; ** Pass not by, I pray thee, but come in, and wash 
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tby feet, and tarry here until the evening ; for thou art 
stricken with years, and the heat overcotncth thee." ' 

2. And the stranger left his staff at the door, and enter- 
ed into the tent of Aram. And he rested himself. And 
Aram set before him bread, and cakes of fine meal, baked 
upon the hearth. And Aram blessed the bread calling upon 
the name of the Lord. But the stranger did eat, and refus- 
ed to pray unto the Most High ; saying, " Thy Lord is hot 
the God of my fathers; whythercfore should I present 
my vows unto him ?" 

3. And Aram's wrath ws^s kindled ; and he called his 
servants, and they beat the stranger, and drove him into 
the wilderness. Now in the evening, Aram lifted up his 
voice unto the Lord, and prayed unto him. And the Lord 
said, *' Aram, where is the stranger that sojoumeth this day 
with thee?" And Aram answered and said, "behold, O 
Lord ! he eat of thy bread, and would not offer uiito thee 
his prayers and thank sgivinj»s. Therefore did I chastise 
him, aivd drive him from before me into the wilderness.'* 

Afi And the LoM said unto Aram ; " Who hath made 
thee a judge between me and him ? Have not! borne 
" with thine iniquities, and wicked at thy backslidings ; 'and 
shalt thou be severe with thy brother, to mark his errors, 
and to punish his perverseness ? Arise and follow the 
stranger; and carry with thee oil and wine, and anoint his 
bruises, and speak kindly unta him. For I, the Lord thy 
God, am a jealous Godf and judgment belongeth only unto 
me. Vain is thine oblation of thah^giving, without a 
lowly heart. ^ ' * 

^. " As a bulrush tliou msl^st bow down thi^e head, and 
lift up thy voice like a trumpet ; but thou obeyest not the 
ordinance of thy God, if thy worship be for strife*and de- 
bate. Behold the sacrifice that I have chosen ; is it not 
to undo the heavy^burdens ; to let the oppressed go free; 
and to break every yoke ? to deal thy bread to the hungry: 
and to bring the poor, that arc cast out, to thy house ?'* 
And Aram trembled bfefore the presence of God. And he 
arose, and put on sacl^cl6th and ashes ; and went out into 
the wilderness, XoAo as the Lord had commanded him. 

' rERCIVAL, 
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SECTION VI. 

T/ie folly q/ fipide. ' 

1 . If there be any thing which makes hudaan nature ap- 
pesu* ridiculous to beings of superior faculties, it must be 
pride. They know so well the vanity of those imaginary 
perfections that swell the heart of man, and of those little 
supernumerary advantages |>f birth, fortune, or title, which 
one man enjoys above another, that it must certainly very 
inuc^ astonish, if it does not very much divert them, when 
they see a mortal puffed up, and valifing himself above his 
neighbours, on any of tlvete accpnnts at the same time that 
he is liable to all the common calamities of tiie species. 

2. To set this thought in its true light, we shall fancy, if 
you pleasf , ftiat^onder molehill is inhabited by reasonable 
creature* j and tliat every pismire.(his shape and way of 
Ufeonly excepted) i^ endowed with human passions. How 
should we smile lo Hear one give an account of the pedi- 
grees, distinct?^p^*and titles, that reign among them 1 

3. Observe hSw^lae whole swarm divide, and make w|iy 
for the pismire that passes along ! You must understand 
he is an emmet of (iualityy and has better blood in his veins 
than any pismire }X\ the molehill. Do not you see how 
sensibie be is of it,, how sU^wIy he marches forward, bow 
the whole rabWe of ants keep their distance? 

4. Here you may observe one placed upon a little emi- 
nei!^ce, and looking down on a long row of labourers. He 
is the r&hest insect this side of the hillock: he has a walk 
of half a yard in length,, and a quarter of an it^ch in bre^tdtlr ; 
hQ keeps a hundred menial servants, and has at le,ast iif- , 
teen barley-corns in his granary. He is now chiding and 
enslaving the emmet that stands before him ; one who, for 
ail that we can discover, is as good an ^mmet as himself. 

5. But here comes an insect of rank ! Do not you per- 
ceive the little white straw that he carries in his mouth ? 
That straw, you must understand^ he would not part with 
for the longest tract about the molehill : you cannot con- 
ceive what he has undergone to*purchase it ! see how the 
ants of all , qualities and conditions swarm .^bout him ! 
Should thiflistraw dropout of his mouth, you would see all 
this numerous circle of attendants follow the next that took 
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it up yind leave the discarded insect, or run over his back 
to co^n^ys successor. 

6. If^vv yo^havea mind to see the ladies of the mole- 
hill, observe nrst the pismire that listens to the emmet on 
her left-hand, at the same time that she seems to turn away 

'her head from him. He tell this poor insect that she is a 
superior being; that her eyes are brighter than the sun; 
that life and death are at her disposal. She i>clic^ves him, 
and gives herself a thousand little airs upon it. 

7. Mark the vanity of the pismire on her right-hind. 
She can scarcely crawl with age ; but you must know she 
values herself upon her birthr; and, if you mind, spurns at 
every one that comes within her reach. The little nimble 
coquette that is running by the side of her, is a wit. She 
has broken many a pismire's heart. Do but observe what 
a drove of admirers are running after hcc 

8. We shall here finish this imaginary scene.* But first 
of all, to draw the parallel closier, we shall suppose, if you 
please, that death comes down upon the molehill, in the 
shape of a cock sparrow ; and picks up, without distinction 
the pismire of qtfSity and his flatterers, the pismire of 
substance and his day-labourers, the white straw officer 
and his sycophants, with all the ladies of rank, the wits, 
and the^beauties of the molehill. 

9. May we not imagine, that beings of superior natures 
" and perfections, regard all the instances of pride and vanity 

among our own species, in the same kind of view, when 

they take a survey of those who inhabit this earth ; oiV(in 

the language of an ingeniotis French poet,) of those pis- 

' mires that people this heap- of dirt, which human vanity 

'^ has divided into climates and regions ? addison. 

SECTION VII. 

TAe thistle. 

\. When I was a child about seven years of age, my 
friends, on a holyday, filled my pocket with halfpence. I 
went directly towards a shop where toys were sold for 
children ; and being charmed with the sound of a whist.e 
that I met by the way, in the hands of another boy, I vo- 
luntarily offered him ^11 iny money for it. 

I then came home, and went whistling all over the 
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house, much pleased with my whistle ^ but disturbingall the 
family. My brothers, and sisters, and cousinS|m^pfetand- 
ing the bargain I had made, toldlwe I had giUffWpr times 
as much for it as it was worth. This put ine in riraid what 
good things I might have bought with the rest ©rthe mo- 
ney ; and tbiey laughed at itie so much for my folly, that I* 
cried with vexation. 

3. My reflecticms on the subject gave me more chagrin, 
than the whistle gave. me pleasure. This little event, how- 
ever, was afterwards of use to me, the impression continu- « 
ing on my mind : so that often, when I was tempted tp buy 
some unnecessary thing, I s:jid to myself, JDo not give too 
much for the whistle ; an4 so I saved my money. 

4. As I grew up, cameinto the world, and observed the 
actions of men, I thought I met with many^ very many, 
who gave too much for tbi iDhiBtU. 

5. When I saw anyone too ambitious of court- favour, 
aacrificing bis tihie in attendance on levees, his repose, his 
liberty, his virtue, and perhaps bis friends to attain it, I 
said to myself Thia man gives too much for hie whisiie. 

6. When I saw another fond of popularity, constantly 
, employing himaelf in political bustles, neglecting his own 
affairs, and ruining them by that neglect; He/iays indeed^ . 
said I, too much for his wfU^tU. 

7. if I knew a miserj Vhd gave up every kind of com- 
fortable living, all the pleasure of doing good to others, all 
the esteem of his fellow-citizens, and the joys of benevo- 
lent friendship, for the sake of accumulating wealth ; Poor 
mauj said I, you indeed fiay too much for your whistle, 

8. When I met a m«i of pleasure, sacrificing every , 
laudable improvement of mind, pr of ferine, to mere sen- . 
sual gratifications; Mist^/cen man I said if you arefirovid- 
ing fiain for yourself^ instead of pleasure ; you give too 
much for y(fuf whistle. ., 

9. If I «aw one fond of fine clothes, -fine furniture, fine 
equipage, all above his fortune, for which he contracted 
debts, and ended his career in prison ; ^las ! said 1, he has 
paid dmr^ very ^^ar^for his whistle. 

10. in short, I conceived tbat gfeat part of the miseries 
of mankind, are brought upon th^ by the false estimate 
they make of the value of things, and by their giving too 
much for their whistles. oa. frakklin. 

' % 
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SECTION VIII. 

yl gvnerou9 mind does nol^ejiine at the advantages others 
* enjoy, 

1. Ever charming, ever ne\r, 
When will the landscape tire thfe view : 
* . The fountain's fall, the river's flow, 
The woody valleys warm and low, 
The windy summit, wild and high, 
Roughly rushing on the sky ; 
The pleasant ^seat, the ruin*d tow'r, 
The naked rock, the shady bbw'r ; 
The town and village, dome and farm, 
Each gives each a double charm. dyer. 

Ale?5is was repeating these lines to EuphroniujS, who 
was reclining upon a seat in one of his fields, enjoying the 
real beauties of nature which the poet describes. 

2.«The evening was serene^ and the landscape appeared 
in,a^ the gay attire of light and shade. *• A man of lively 
imagination," said Euphronias, " has a property in every 
thfng which he sees «nd you may now conceive yourself 
to be the proprietor of the vast expanse around us ; and 
exult in the happiness of myriads of living creatures, that 
inhabit the woods, the lawns, and the mountains, which 
present themselves lo oar view." The house, garden, and 
pleasure grounds of Eugcnio, formed a part of the pros- 
pect : and Alexis expressed a jocular wish, that he had 
more than an imaginary property in those possessions. ' 
^ 2. " Banish the ungenerous desire,'* said Euphronias, 
" for if you indulge such emotions as these, your heart 
will soon become a prey to envy and discontent. Enjoy, 
with gratitude, the blessings which you have received from 
the liberal hand of Providence ; increase them if you can, 
with honour and credit, by a diligent attention to the bu- 
^ siness for which you are designed ; and though your own 
*cup may not be filled, rejoice that your neighbour's over- 
flows with plenty. Honour the abilities, ^nd emulate the 
virtues, ofEugenio: but repine not that he is wiser^ richer, 
or more powerful, than yourself. 

4. His fortune is expended in acts pf humanity, genero- 
sity, and hospitality. His superior talents are applied to tho 
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inslructiott of his children ; to the assistance of his friends; 
to the encouragement of agriculture, and of every useful 
art ; and to support the cause of liberty and the rights of 
mankind. And his power is exerted to punish the guilty i 
to protect the innocent, to reward the good, and to distri- 
bute justice, with*an equal hand to all, I feel the affection 
of a brother for Eogenio : and esteem myself singularly 
happy in his friendship. percival. 

- . SECTION IX. 

Insolent defiortinent towards ir^fefiors refiroved, 

*" 1. Saccharissa was about fifteen years of age. Nature 
had given her a high spirit, and education had Postered it 
Into pride and haughtiness. This tenlper was displayed in 
every Jittle competition, which she had with her compan- 
ions: She could aot brook the least opposition from those 
whom she regarded as her inferiors ; and if they did not 
instantly submit to her inclination, she assumed all her airs 
of dignity, and treated them with the most supercilious 
contempt She domineered over her father's servaifts ; 
always commanding their good offices with the voice of au- 
thority, and disdaining the gentle language of request. 

2. Euphronius was one day walking with her, when the 
gardener broughf her a nosegay, which she had ordered 
him to collect. " Blockhead 1" she cried, as he delivered 
it to her ; " what strange flowers you hiave chosen ; and how 
awkwardly you have put them together I" " Blame not the 
man with so much harshness," said Euphronius," because 
his taste. is different from yours ! hfe meant to please youi ■ 
and his good intention merits your thanks, and not your 
censure." " Thanks !" replied Saccharissa, scornfully, " He 
: is paid for his services, and it is his duty to perform them/' 

3 " And if he does ^lerform them, he acquits himself of 
his duty," returned Euphronius. " The obligation is ful- 
filled on his side ; and you have no more right to upbraid 
bim for execining your orders according to his best ability,' 
than he has to claiul, from yo\ir fatlier, rat)re wages than 
were covenanted to be given him." " But he is a poor 
dependent,'* said Saccharissa, <' and earns a livelihood by 
his daily labour." 

4. «« That livelihood/' answered Euphronius, " is the just 
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: price of his labaur ; and if he receive nothing farther from 
-your hands the account is balanced between yoii. But a 
generous person compassionates the lot of tbose^ who are 
obliged to toil for his benefit or gratification. He lightens 
their burdens > treats them with kindness and affection; 
studies to promote their interest and happiness : and, as 
rmxch as possible, conceals from them their servftude, and 
his superiority. 

5. " On the distinctions of ralik and fortune, be does not 
set too high a value : and though the circumstances of life 
require, that there should be hewers of wood, and drawers 
of Water, yet he forgets not that mankind are by nature 
equal; all being tKe offspring of God, the subjects of his 
moral government, and joint heirs of immortality. A con- 
duct directed by such principals, gives a master claii^s, 
which no nnmey can purchase, no labour can repay* His 
affection can only be compensated by love ; his kindness, 
by gratitude; anfd his cordiality^ by the service of the 
heart." psrciyai.. 

SECTION X. 

Arachne and Melissa ; ovy the hafifiiness of cultivating a 
good temfier, 

1. A GOOD temper is one of the principal ingp:>edients of 
happiness. This, it will be said, is the work of nature, ^nd 
must be born with us : and so in a good measure, it is ; yet 
it may be acquired by art, and improved by culture. Al- 
most every object that attracts our notipe, has a bright and 
a dark side. 

2. He that habituates himself to look at the displeasing 
side, will sour his disposition, and consequently impair his> 
happiness; while be who beholds it on the right side, in« 

. sensibly meliorates his temper; and by this means, im- 
proves his own happiness, and the happiness of ^11 about 
him. 

3. Arachne and Melissa are two friends. They are alike 
in birth, fortune, education, and accomplishments. They 
were originally alike in temper too ; but by different man- ^ 
agement, are grown the reverse of each other* Arachne 
has accustomed herself to look only on the dark side of 
every object. 
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4. If a new literary work makes its appearance, with ar 
thousand beauties, and but one or two blemishes, she slight- 
ly skims over the passages that should give h^r pleasure, 
and dwells upon those only that fill her with dislike. If 
you show her an eiccellent portrait, she looks at some part* 
of the drapery, that has been neglected, or to a hand or fin- 
ger whidh has been left unfinished. 

5. Her garden is a very beautiful one, and k^pt with 
great neatness and elegance i but if you take a walk with 
herinto it, she talks to you of nothing but blights and storms, 
of snails and<:aterpillars, and how impossible it is to keep 
it from the litter of falling leaves, and worm»casts. 

6. If you sit down in one of her temples, to enjoy a de- 
lightful prospect, sheobserves to you, that there is too much 
wood, or too little watery that th^ day is tcJo sunny, or too 
gloomy ; that it is sultry, or windy : and finishes with a 
long harangue upon the wretchedness of our climate. 

7. When you return with her to the company ,"in hopes 
of a little cheerful conversation, she casts a gloom over all, 
by ^ving you the history of her own bad health, or of some 
melanolmly accident that has befallen one of her children. 
Thus she insensibly sinks her own spirits, and the spirits 
of all around her : and at last discovers, she knows not 
why, that her friends are grave, 

5. Melissa is the i-everse of all this. By habituating h^- 
self to look on the bright side of objects, see preserves a 
perpetual cheerfulness in herself, which, by a kind of hap- 
py contagion, she communicates to all about her. If any 
misfortune has befallen her, she considers that it might 
have been worse, and is thankful to Prbvid«iceforan escape. 

9. She rejoices in solitude, as it'gives her an opportunity 
of knowing herself; and in society, because she communi- 
cates the happiness she enjoys. She opposes every man's 
virtues to his failings, and can find out something to che- 
rish and applaud, in the very worst of her acquaintance. 

10. She opens every oook with a desire to be entertain- 
ed or instructed : and therefore seldom misses what she 
looks for.— Walk with her, though it be but on a heath or 
a common, and she will discover numberless beauties, un- 
observed before, in the hills, the dales, the brooms, brakes, 
and variegated flowen of virecds and poppies. She enjoys 

Digitized by Google • 



>1 



Qhaft. G. PromiseuouB Pieces, 95 

?■% 
every, change of weather, and of season, as biinging with 
it some advantages of health or convenience. 

11. In conversation, you never hear- her repeating her. 
own grievances, or those of her neighbours, or (what is 
worst of all) their faults and imperfections. If any tiling 
of the latter kind is mentioned in her hearing, she has the 
address to turn it into entertainment, by changing the most 
odious railing into a pleasant raillery. 

12. Thus Melissa, like a bee, gathers honey from eve- 
ry weed ; while Arachne, like the spider, sucks poison 
from the fairest flowers. The consequence is, that of two 
tempers, once very nearly allied) the one is for ever sour 
and dissatisfied, the other always pleased and cheerful : the 
one spreads a universal gloom : the other a continual sun- 
shine. WORLD. 

SECTION XL 
SOCRATES AND LEANDEH, 

Diaresfiect to parent a in no case allowable, 

1. Leander, the eldest son ot, Socrates,. fell infto a vio- 
lent passion with his mother. Socrates was witness to this 
shameful misbehaviour, and attempted the correction of it, 
in the following gentle and rational manner. 

2. <« Come hither son,'* said he; <' have you never heard 
of menj who are called ungrateful ?" " Yes, frequently," 
answered the youth. " And what is ingratitude ?" de- 
manded Socrates. " It is to receive a kindness," said Le- 
ander, " without making a proper return, when there is a 
favourable opportunity." 

' 3. " Ingratitude is therefore a species of injustice," said 
.Socrates. " I should think so," answered Leander. " If 
then," pursued Socrates, " ingratitude be injustice, docs it 
not follow, that the degree of it must be proportionate to 
the magnitude of the favours which have been received ?" 
Leander admitted the inference ; and Socrates thus pur- 
sued his interrogations. 

4. " Can there subsist higher obligations than those 
which'Children owe to their parents; from whom life is de- 
rived aid supported, and by whose good offices it is render- 
ed honourable, useful, and ha;)py V* *' I acknowledge the 
truth of what you say," replied Leander; *'but who oould 
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^^ffer,^vithout vesc^ment, the iU-Kumours of such artno- 
ther as I have ?" •* What strange thing has she done to 
you ?" said 9ocrates. • 

5. ** She has a tongtie,** replied Leander, *< that m mor- 
tal can bear.*' ♦* How mUch more," said Socrates, " has 
she endured from your wrangftng, fretfulness, and inces- 
sant cries, in the period of infancy t- What anxieties has 
she suffered from the levities, capricipusness, and follies, of 
your childhood and youth ! What affliction has she felt, 
what toil and watching has she sustained, in your illnesses ! 
These, and various other powerf^l motives to filial duty and 
gratitude, have been recognised by the legislators of our 
republic. For if any one be disrespectful to bis parents, 
^he is not permitted to enjoy any post of trust or honour. 

6. " It is believed that ^ sacrifice, offered by an impious 
hand, can neither be acceptable to Heaven, nor profitable 
to the state ; and that an undutiful son cannet be capable 
of performing any great action, or of executing^justice with 
impaniality. Therefore, my sbn, if you be wise, you will ♦ 
pray to Heavep to pardon the oiffences committed against 
your mot\ier. - - 

7. " Let no one discover the conten^pt with which you 
have treated her ; for the world will condemn, and abandon 
you for such behaviour. And if it be even suspected, that 
you repay with ingratitude the good offices of your pai^ents, 
you will inevitably forego the kindness of others; because 
no man will ftup|k)se, that you have a hejart to requite ci» 
ther his favours or his friendship.** pe.rcival. 

SECTION xn. 

_ A 

SOCRATES AjJi> DEMETRIirS. 

Brct'firen should dwell together in fiarmony, 

1. Two brothel's, named Timon and Demetrit;is, having 
tjuarreHed with each other, Socrates, their common Aiend, 
was solicitous to restore amity between them. Mating, 
therefore, with I>cmctrius, he thus accosted him : "fr not 
friendship the sweetest solace in adversity, and the greatest 
enhancement of the blessings of prosperity ?"* *^er|ajftly 
it is," replied Demetrius ; ." because our soriWrfep 0^ - 
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nisbedy an4 out* jays increased by sympatketic partici- 
palion^*' ' 

2. «• Amongst wbom, then, must we look for a Mend V^ - 
said Socrates. "Would you searcb among strangers t* 
Tbey cannot be interested about you. Amongst your rivals? 
They have ^ui iqterest in opposition to yours. Amongst 
th^se»vho are much older or younger than yourself? 
Their feelings and pursuits will be widely different from 
yours. Are there not, thi&n, some circumstances favoura- 
ble, and others essential, to the formation of friendship?'' 

S. '^ Undoubtedly there are,'^ answered Demetriusi 
" May we not enumerate,'' continued Socrates^ " amongst 
the circumstances favourable to friendships long ac- 
quaintance, common connoTcionSf siinilitude of age, and 
union of interest ?" «« I acknowledge," said Demetrius, 
" the powerful influence of these circums^nces; but they 
may subsist, and yet others be*wanting, that are essential 
' U> mutual amity." 

4. « And what^'' said Socrates, "are those essentials 
which are wanting in Timon?" « He haa forfeited my 

. esteem and attachment," answered Demetrius. "Apdhtis 
he also forfeited the esteem and attachment olT the rest of 
mankind?" continued SocraHes. " Is he devo^ of b^evo^ 
lence, generosity, gratitude, ond other social affections?" 
<* Far be' it from me," crieS Demetrius, " to lay so heavy 
a charge upon him \ His conduct to others, is, I believe 
irreproachable; and it wounds me the more, that he 
should single me out as the object of his ynkindtiess." 

5. " Suppose you have a very valuable horse," resumed 
Socrates, '< gentle under the treatment of others, but un* 
govemablcy When you attempt to use him ; would you not 
endeavour, by all means, to conciliate his affection^ and to 
treat him in the w^r most likely to render him tractable ? 
Or, if you have a dog, highly prized for his fidelity, watch* 
fulness, and care of your flecker, who is fond of your shep- 
herds* and playful with them, and yet snarls whenever 
you come ta his way ; would you attempt to cure him 

* of this, fault by angry looks or words, or by any other 
mal^s of resentment ? You would surely pursue an op^ 
5ite course witn him ? 

6. << And is not the friendship of a brother of far more 
worth) than the services of a borsei or the attachmi^t ^ 
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a dog ? Why tben do jrmi d^ay to put in practice those 
meansy which may reconcile you to Timon ?" ^ Acquamt 
me with those meani,'' answered Demetiius, ** for I am 
a strMiger to them%" «< Answer me a few questions,'' said 
Soorates. * 

T. <* If you deidre, that one of youf neighbours should 
Invite you to his.feaat, when lie offers a sacrifice, what 
course would you take ?"— <( I would first invite him to . 
mine."««-^ And how would you induce him to take the 
charge cf your atiaurs, when you are on a joumey?''-^<< I 
should be forward to do the sane good offic^to him, in 
his absence.'* 

8. ** If ym be solicitous to remove a prejudice, which 
he may have received against you, how would you then 

■^ behave towards him ?**—** I shcaild endeavour to convince 
him, \>y my looks, words, and actions, thM such, prejudice 
was ill-founded,^'—.** And if he appeared inclined to re- 
conciliation, would you reproach him with the injustice 
he hijd done you ?''— " No," answered Demetrius ; ** I 
would repeat no grievances." 

9. « Go)" said Socrates, « and pursue that conduct to- 
wards your l^rothc^^) whith jou would practice to a neigh* 
bour.*His friendship isof in^timable worth ; and nothing 
is more lovely in the sight of .Heaven, than for brethren 
to dweH together in unity. pbrcival. 

SECTION XIIL 

1^ On Go9d Brecdmg. 

1, As learning, honour, and virtue, are absolutely ne- 
cessary to gain you the esteem ^nd admiration of man- 
kind, politeness and good t>reeding are equalfy necessary 
to make you agreeable in conversadon and common life, 

2, Great talents are above the geniality of the worlds 
who neither possess them them^ives, nor judge of them 
tightly in others: but sdl people are judges of ^e smaller 
talents, such as civility, affability, and an obKgmg, agree- 
able address and manner; because they feel the effects 
of them, as making society easy and pleasing. ^ ^y 

3, Good sense must in many cases^ determine gdjod 
breeding : but there are some general rules of it, til 
ways hol4 'true. For example, it is extremely ru^i 
ttf give pTopcc attention, and a dvil answer^ tmen 
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. Speak to you : or to go awajj'or be dcmig something dse^ 
while they are speaking to you: for that convinces them 
. that you despise UnHX), and do not think it worth your 
- while to liear, or answer what they saj. * 

4. It 1% also very rude to tak^ the best place in a room ; 
or 'to leize immediately upon what you like at tables 
without ofiering first to help others ; as if you considered 
nobody but yourself. On the contrary, you should always 
endeavour 'to procure all the conveniences you ca{^ to the 
people you are with. . 

5. Besides b^mg civil, which is absohilely necessaty, 
the perfection oF^bpd breeding is, to be civil with eaSe^ 
and in a becoming manner :r— A wkwardne&s can proceed 
but from two cau.«^s ; either from not having kept good 
company, or frQim^:iot having att^ded to it. Attention 
is 2d>solutely nebessary for improving in behaviour, as in 
deed it is for every thing ejse. ^ 

6. If an awkward person drinks tea 9t coffeef he often 
scalds his mouth, aod lets either the cup or the saucer 
fall, and spills the tea 09 coffee on his clothes. At dinner^ 
his ^wkwardness distinguishes itself particularly, as he 
has more to do. 

7. There he holds his knife^ fork, and spoon, differently 
fronflther people ; eats with his knife, to the great dan^ 
ger of his lips ; picks his teeth with his fork ; and puts 
his speon, which has been in his mouth twenty times, into 
^e dishes again. 

8. If he is to carve, he can never hit the joint ; but in 
* Jiis vain efforts to cut through the bone, scatters ^ke 

sauce in every body's face. He generally daubs himself 
yrith soup and grease, though his napkin is commonly 
stuck through a but^-hole, and tickles his o^in. 

9. When he drinks, he coughs in his glas% an^ be- 
sprinkles the com^ny. Besides all this he has strange 
tricks and gestures; such as snnfling up his nose, making 
faces^ putting his fing^s itv his nose, or blowing it, an^* 
looking afterwards in his handkerchief, so as greatly \A 

: disgust the company. 

10. His hands are troublesome to him, when he has not 
isamething in them; and.he does not know where to* put 
them) but keeps^em ifi perpetual motion. All this, I 
awn is not in any ^^gree^rim jnal; but it is highly disagree- 
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able and ridiculouB in company; lind ought most carefally • 
to be guarded agaiaat, by every one that desires to plewie. 

11. There is^ likeWi&ei an awkwalrdness of expression 

* and words, which ought to be avoided; such as^se £n- * 
glish, bad pronunciation, old sayings, and vulgar pro- 
verbs ; which ^re so many proofs of a poor education* 

12. For example, if instead of saying that tastes are 
different* and that every man has bis own peculiar one^ 
you shojald let off a vulgar proverb, and' say, " That what 
is one man'ff meat is another man's poison ;" or else, 
" Every one to his liking, as the good man iiaid when he 
kissed his cow ;" the company would be persuaded that. 
you had never associated with any but low persons. 

13. To n^take or forget namea; to speak of* What- 
d»ye-call-him,?' of, '^Tfeingum,'? or, ** How-d'yc-call-her," 
is excessively awkward or vulgar^ To begin a story or , 
narration^ when you are not gcirfect in it, and cannqt go 
through with it, but are forced, possibly, to wiy in the mid- 
dle of it, *' I iUive forgotten the rest," is very unpleasant 

•and bungling. 

14. One must be extrcrhely exact, clear, and per^iQu- 
ous, in every thing one says ; otherwise, inatciad of enter- 
taining or informmg others,, one^ only tires and wjzzles 
them. The voice and manner of speaking, too, ar^ot to 
be neglected.. Some people almost shut their mouthy 
when th^y apeak ; and mutter so, that they are not to be 
understood 1 others speak so fiast, and sputter, that thef 
are equally unintelligible. , ^ 
. 15. Some always apeak as loud as if they were talkmg^ 

to deaf people ; and others so low, that one cannot hear 
them. All these, and many other habits, are awkwwrd and 
disagreeable, and. are to be avoided by attention. You 
cannot imagine how necessary it is tQ mind all these little 
things. I have seen many people, with great talents, ill 
received, for want of having these talcnte too j and others 
well received, only from their lit^ talents,- and who had 
no great pnes. 

SECTION XIV. 

The wigrdtefid S^esL^ * 

i* Philif^ king of Mftccdofi, is celebrated for an act of 

f 
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private jastice, which docs great honour to his memory 
A certain sohiier, in the Maccdonianf army, had, in various 
instances, distinguished himself by extraordinary acts of 
valour ; and had received many marks of Philip^s appro- 
bi^tion and favour. 

2. On a particular occasion, the sojdier embarked on 
* board a vessel, which was \^recked by a vtoleni storm; arid 

he was cast on the shore, helpless and naked, with scarce- 
ly any appearance of Kfc. A Macedonian, whose lands 
were contiguous to the «ea, came opportunely to be wit- 
ness of his distress; and, with the most humane aad charita- 
ble tenderness, flew to the relief of the unhappy stranger.^ 

3. He bore him to his house, laid him in his own bed,* 
revived, cherished, and comforted him; and, for forty days, 
supplied him freely with ail the necessaries and conveni- 
ences which his languishing condition could require. 

4. The soldier thus happily rescued from death, was 
Incessant in the warmest cKprcssions of gratitude to his 
benefactor; assured him of his interest with the king; and 
of his dBtermination to obtain for him, from the royal 
bounty, the noble returns which such extraordinary be- 
nevofcnce had merited.' He was at length completely 
reco%ired ; and was supplied by his kind host with money 
to pursue his journey. 

* 5. After some time, the soldier presented himself be- 
fbre the king r he recounted his misfortunes ; he magni* 
fied his services; and thhinhumao wretch, who had looked 
with an, eye of envy on tho possessions of the man by 
■whom his life had been preserved, was so devoid of gra- 
titude, and of every humane sentiment, as to request that 
the king would bestow upon him the house and lands^ 
where he had been so tenderly and kindly entertained. 

6. Unhappily, Philip, without examination, prec^ji late- 
ly granted his infamous request. The soldier then re- 
turned to his preserver; and repaid his goodness by driving 
him from his settlement, and taking immediate posses- 
sion of all the fruits of his honest industry. 

7. The poor man, stung with such an instauce of unpa* 
ral!cl«df ingrafitwd'e andinsensibility, bol^l^ dete(;min6d^ 
iYiWead of submitting to his wrongs,'to ^eek relief : and % 
a letter addressed to Philip, representing his own an^i)ie 
soldier's conduct, in a Sveiy and affecting manner. 
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8. The king was instantly fired with indignation. iG 
ordered that ample justice should be done without delay ; 
thau tjiie possessions should be immediately restored to the 
man whose charitable offices bad beea thus horridly re^ 
paid ; and, to show Ydi^ abhorrence of the deedi he caused 
the soldier to be seized, knd to hare these words branded 
cm his forehead-**^ The Ungrateful Guest.'* goldsmith. 

SECTION XV. 

Tie Hbafiitable liegro woman, i 

1. The enterprising traveller^ Mungo Park^was em- 
' ployed by the African Association^ to explore the interior 

regions of Africa, tn this hazardous undertaking, he 
encountered many dangers and difficulties. His wants 
were often supi^iedi and his distresses aUevia<ed9 by the 
kimldess and compassion of the negroes. He g^Tes the 
following lively and interesting account of the hospitable 
treatment he received from a poor negro woman. 

2. " Being arrived at Sego,. the capital of the kingdom 
of Bambarra^ siluated on the banks of the Niger, I wished 

. 'to pass over to that part of the town: in which the kiog 
resides : but, from the number of persons eager toj^tain 
a passage^ I was under the necessity of watting two n ours. 

3. <^ Durin|^ this time, ^he^people w)io had crossed the 
river, carried information to Mansoiig, the king} that a 
white man was waiting for a passage, and was coming to 
see him. . ' ^ 

4. « He immediately sent over one of his^hicf men, 
who informed nte that the king could ;iot possibly see 
me^, until he knew what had brought me into his country; 
and that I must not presume to cross the river without 
the king's permission. 

5. ^^ He therefore^ advised me to lodge, for that slight, 
at a distant village to which he pointed ; and said, that In 
the moming% he would give me further instructions how* 
to conduct myself. 

6« " This was very cUscouraglnp^. ^ However,^ as there 
was no remedy, I set off for the village ; where I fo^qdi 
to'my great mortification^ that no person would admit &m 
into his house. Froni the prejudices infused inteth^: 
n^S) I was regarded with astonishment and fear i allic 
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vaa obfiged to 9it the whole dajr without victuals, in the 
sha(|e of a tree. . 

7. " The aight threatened to be very uncomfortable; for 
the wind roaC) and there was a great appearance of a heavy 
rain: the wild beaats too were so numerous in the neigh-^ 
bourhood) that 1 should have been under the i^ecessity of 
climbing up the tree, and resting among the fa«>anches. 

8. << About sunset, however^ as I was preparing to pass 
the night in this manner, and had turned liny horse loose, 
that he might graze at liberty, a negro woman, returning 
from the labours of the neldi stopped to observe me; 
and perceiving that I^as weary smd dejected, inquired 
into my situation. ' . ' 

9. "I btiefly expHihfied it to her ; after ^whic^i, with 
looks of great compassion, she took up my saddle and 
bridle and told me to follow her. Having conducted me 
into her hut, she lighted a lamp^ spread a mat on the 
floor, and toldtne I might remain there for the night. 

10* " Finding that I was very hungry, she went out to 
procure me something to eat; and returned in a short 
time with a very fine fi^h ; which, having caused it to be 
half broiled Opoa some embers, she gave me for supper. 

1 1. *SThe riles o£ hospitality being thus performed to- 
wards a stranger in dist^ess^ my worthy benefactress 
(pointing to the mat, and telling lile I might sleep there 
without apprehension) called to the female part of the 
family, who fiad stood gazing on me all the while in fixed 
astonishment, to resume their usk of spinning cotton; in 
which they continued to employ themselves great part of 
the night. 

12. H They lightened their labour by songs, one of 
which was composi^d extempore ; for I was^myself the 
subject of it. It ^as sung by one of the young women, 
the rest joined in a sort of chorus. The air was'^weet and 
plaintive, Ind: the wordsy^literaily translated, were these. 

13. •* ' The winds roared ^nd^he rains felK-— The poor 
white man, £iint atid weary, caitie and sat under our tree. 
— *He has no mother to bring him miik ; no wife to grind 
liU corn. Choru9* Let us pity the white man : no mother 
has he.tq bring hin> milk ;^no wife to grind his corn/* 

* Tbdie nmnle and pathetic ^iitimeivts have been very beau-^ 
tifiiOy verstfied and expanded* by the J^uchetf of Devonshire. 



d by Google 



104 IntrodueUoHy^e. Part 1. 

14. << Triffisg as these evenu nutjTftpixear to the reader, 
they were to xne affecting in the highest degree. I was 
oppressed \^ such unexpected kindoeas; and sleep fled 
from my eyes; In thie morning I Resented to my cofb« 
passionate landlady two of the four brass buttons which 
remained on my waistcoat ; the' only recompense it was 
in my power to majteher." park's tr avibls. 

SECTION XVI. 

Catharina emfrrcBB t^Rtmna, 

1. Catharina Ale^^owna, born near Derpati a little 
city in. Livonia, was heir to no other inherit%Aoe than the 
virtues and frugality of her parents. Her father being 
dead, she Uved with her aged moch^ri in their i;ott«ge 
covered with straw i and both, thoi;^h very poor, were 
very contented. 

2. Here retired from the gaze of the world, hf the la- 
bours of her handsi she supported her parent} who was 
now incapable of supporting herself. While Qathavina 

The foltowing is a copy of this little intereatlhg piece of poelr\. 

1. The load wind roar*!^ the rain fell fast ; 
I1ie white man yielded t<) th^ bU«t. 
lie sat hiip down beneath the tree. ^ .«. 
For weary, sad, and faint was he : ♦ ' 

And ah ! no wife or mother's cure. 
For him the rtifk of corH prepare. * • 



I 



CHORUS. 

The v)hitg man 9haU ow pity share^ 

Mas/ no wife or moiher*8 cjare, ' ^ _ ... 

/or hiin the milk or corn prepare, S 

2. The Btomaso'er^ the tempest past} V - >: -> 
And.MftilC3i«py0icc>llaahMVd tl^rWlrtl; . '.: 

, The win4 Is heard in whispe|« Ipiyj: ^, - 
The white man far away must go J 

But ever in his heart will hestt * * 

Remembrance ofthe negro's (Jar6. - - \w 

•■•■,: ^ J ■• ■ . "•, • '^ d^ 

• Go, -white man, ^o/ jmt with the» beay -Wv^, /' ' 

' 7*e twffro^o iHwh^ tfb negroU prin/er. * ^ **• * 

nemembponctf*/ ms negro's cart. ' r *'3. - "^ 
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spun, thex>ld woman would sit by, and read some book 
of devotion. When the fatigues of the day were over, 
bqih would sit down contentedly by the fire-side and en- 
joy their frugal meal. 

3. Though Catharina's face and person were modeb 
of perfection, yet her whole atterjtion seemed bestowed 
upon her mind. Her mother tau^t her to read, and an' 
old (^utheran minister instructed her in the maxims and 
duties of religion. Nature had furnished hef not only 
with a ready, but a solid turn of thought; not only with a 
strong, but a right understanding. 

4. Her virtues and accomplishments proctti'c^d her se-„ 
veral solicitations of marriage, from the peasants of the 
country: but their offers were refus^ ; for she loved her 
mother too tenderly to think of a separation. 

C* Catharina was fifteen years old when her mother 
died. She t))en left her cottage, and went to live with 
the Lutheran minister, by whom she had been instructed 
from her childhood. In his house she resided, in quality 
of governess to hfs children; at once reconciling in her 
character unerring prudence with surprising vivacity. 

6. The old n^pi who regarded her as one of l^s own 
children, had her instructed in the elegant parts of female 
education, by Hie masters who attended the rest of his* 
famify. Thus she continued to improvei till he died ; by 
v^hich accident she Was reduced to her formet poverty. 

7. The country of Livonia was at that time wasted by 
war, and lay in a miserable state of desolation . Those ca- 
lamities are ever most heavy upon the poor; wherefore 
Catharina, though possessed of so many accomplishments 
experienced all the miseries of hopeless indigence. Pro- 
visions becotning every day more scarce, and her private 
stock being entirely exhausted, she resolved at last to 
travel to Marienburgh, a city of greater plenty. 

^ 8. With her scanty wardrobe, packed up in a wallet, 
she set out on her Journey, on foot. She wa^ to walk 
through a region miserable by nature, but rendered still 
more hideous by the Swedes and Russians, who, as each . 
happened to become masters,, plundered it at discretion : 
buthi^er had taught her to despise the dangers and fa- 
-tljj^s of the way. 

9- .One eveningi upon her JQurney> as she had eptered 
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a cottage by the way-side, to take uj^ her lodging for tlje 
night, she was insulted by two Swedish soldiers. They 
'might probably ha/e carried their insults into violeiic^, 
had not a subaltern officer, accidentally passing by, come 
in to her assistance. 

10. Upon his appearing, the soldiers irtinaedtalely de- 
-sbted; but her thankfulness was hardly greater than her 
surprise, when she instantly recollected, in her deliverer, 
the son of the Lutheran minister, her former instructor, 
benefactor, apd friepd* This was a- happy interview for 
Catharina. 

11. Tke^tle stock of money she had brought from 
home was Bjahiar time quite exhausted ; her clothes were 
gone, piece by piece, in order to satisfy those who had 
entertained ker in their houses: her generous country- 
man, therefore, parted with what he coiiM spare, loJ>tty 
her clothes; furnished her with a horse; and gave heE 
letters of recomm^aticMi to a faithful friend of his fa- 
ther's, the superintendant of Marienburgh. 

SECTION XVIL* 

T^€ same subject €onttnued. 

1 . T«[E beautifbl stranger was well received at Marien- 
btirgh. She was immediately admittfed Into the supeiin- 
tendant's family, as governess to his 'two daughters ; and^ 
though but seventeen, showed herself capable of instruct- 
ing her'sex, not only in virtue, but in politeness. 

2. Such were her good sense and beauty, that her mas- 
ter himself in a short time offered her his hand ; which, 
to his great surprise, she thought proper to refuse. Ac- 
tuated by a principle of gratitude, she was resolved to 
marry her deliverer only, though he had lost an arm, »ad 
was otherwise disfigured by wounds, recdved in the ser- 
vice. \, 

3. In order, therefore, to prevent further soUcttation« 
from others, as soon as the officer came to town upon 
duty, she oflfered him her hand, which he accepted with 
joy; and their nuptials were accordingly solemnized. 

4. But all the lines of her fortune were to be striking^. 
The very day on which they were married, the RussiaAs 
laid siege to Marienburgh. The unbep^ aoWer was im^ 
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mediately ordered to an attack, from which be n^*^ 
turned. 

■' 5. In the mean time, the siege went nn with fwry, aggra- 
vated on one side by obstinacy, on the other by revenge. 
The war between the two northern powers at that time 
was truly barbarous: the innocent peasant, and the harm* 
less Tirgin; often shared the fate of the soldier in arms. 

6. Marienburgh was taken by assault^ and such was 
tke fury of the assailants, that not only the garrison, but 
almost all the inhabitants, men, women, and children, 
iftere put to the sword* / 

7. At length, when the carnage was ptel^ well over, 
Catharina was found hid in aii oven. She had bithertQ 
been poor, but free. She was now to conform to her hard 
fate, and learn what it was to be a slave. In this situation, 
however, she behaved with piety and humilityi and though 
misfortunes had abated her vivacity, yet she was cheerful. 

8. The fame of her merit and resignation reached even 
prince MensMfOff, the Pussian general. He desired to see 
her; was pleased with her appearance; bought her from 
the soldier, her master ; and placed her under the direc- 

' tion of his4>wn sister* Here she was treated with all the 
respect which her merit deserv^^. while her beauty 
every day improved with her good, fortune* ^^ 

9. She had not been long in this situation, when Peter 
the Great paying the prince a visit, Catharina happened to 
come^in with some dried fruits, which she served round 
with peculiar modesty. The mighty monarch saw her, 
and was struck with her beauty. ^ 

10. He returned the next day; called for the beautiful 
slave; asked her several questions; and found the charms 
of her mind superior even to those of her person. He had 
been forced, -when young, to marry from motives of in-, 
terest; he was now resolved to marry pursusmt to his own 
inclinations. He immediately inquired into the history 
of the fair Livoninn, who wa| not yet eighteen. 

11. He traced her throtgh the vale of obscunty, through 
the vicissitudes of her fortune ; and found her truly great 
«n them all. The me^jj^of her birth was no obstruc* 
tion to his design. TflHPp^ials were solemnized in pri* 
vate; the priaee dechuihg to his courtiers, that virtue was 
the properett ladder to a throne. 
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12. We now see Catlrarina^ raised from the low mud- 
walled cottage, to be empress of the greatest kingdom upon 
earth. The ppor solitary wanderer is now surrounded \sf 
thousands, who find happiness iii her smile. She, who 
formerly wanted a meal, is now capable of diffusing plepty 
upon whole nations.* To her- good fortune she owed a 
part of this pre-emfnence, but to her virtues V^QfC- 

13. She ever after retained those great qualities which 
first placed her on a throne; and while the extraordinary 
prince, h^r husband, labour^ for the reformation of his 
male subjects, she studied, in her turn, the improvement 
of Jber own sex. She altered tb^ir dresses; introduced 
mixed fissemblies; instituted an order of female bnight- 
hood; pron^pted pie^ and virtue; and, at length, when she 
had gr^eatly'filled all the station^ of empress, £r|end, wife, 
and mother, bravely ^\td without regret,*— ^regretted by 

Jill. GOLDSMITH. 

SECTION XVIII. 

• - - .J 

Virtue and /tafifiiftesB equally attainable by the rich ttndihe 
poor, ' 

1. The man to^whom God has given richesi and 
ii|dm( 



blessed wit^a^mitkl tQ employ them aright, is peculiarly 
fnvoured, and 'highly distinguished, ^e looks on his 
wealth with pl^sure, because it affords him the mesms to 
do good. He protects the poor that are injured ; he suf« 
fers not the mighty to oppress the weak. 

^"2. He seeks out objects of compassion; he inquires 
into their wants; he relieves them with judgment, and 
without ostentation. He assists and rewards merit ^ he 
encourages ingenuity, and liberally promotes every useful 
design. He carries on gre?it works, his country is en- 
riched, andJthe l^bbur^r is employed; he forms new 
schemes, and the arts receive improvement. 

• 3. He considers the superfluities of his table, as be- 
longing to the poor of his neighbourhood ; and he iiefratid» 
them not. The benevolence of his niind is not checked 
l^ his fortune; he rejoices ifl||efore in riches, and hl% 
joy is blameless. ^^|Hr 

4. The virtuous poor man aSomay rejoice; for he has 

' iptiny reasons. He sits down to' his morsel in peace ; his 
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table is not crowdc4 with Hatterers and devourers. He U 
not embarrassed with a train of dependants, nor teazed with 
^the clamours of solicitation. Debarred from the dainties 
of the rich, he escapes also their diseases. 

5. The bread that he eats, is it not sweet to his taste ? 
The water he drinks, is it tiot pleasant to his thirst ? yea, 
far more delicious 'than the richest draughts of the luxuri- 
ous* His labour preserves his health, and procures him a 
repose to which the downy bed of sloth is a stranger. 

6. He limits his desires with humility: and the «alm of 
contentment is sweeter to his soul, than all the acquisitions ' 
of wealth and grandeur.— Let not the rich, therefore, pre- 
sume on his riches; nor the poor in hia pov.erty yield to 
despondence : for the Providence of God dispenses happi* 
ness to them both. economy of Human life. 

SBCTIQN XIX. 

* The Character of Ckri»t. 

1. Whoever considers^ with attention, the character of 
our blessed Lord, as it may be collected from the various 
incidents and actions of his life, (for there are no laboured 
descriptions of it, no encomiums upon it, by his own disci- 
ples,) will soon discover that it was, in every respect, the 
most excellent that ever was made known to mankind. 

2. If we only say of him, what even Pilate said of him, 
and what his bitterest enemies cannot and do not deny, 
that we canjind no fault in him^ and that the whole tenour 
of his life was blameless, this is more than can be said of 
any other person that ever came into the world. ' 

3. But this is going a very little way indeed, in the ex- 
cellence of his character. He was not only free frosi 
every failing, but he possessed and practised every imagi- 
nablevirtue. Towards his heavenly Father he expressed the 
most ardent love, the most fervent yet rational devotion ; 
and displayed, in his whole conduct, the most absolute te« 
signation to his will, and obedience to his commands. 

4. His manners were gentle, mild, condescending, and 
gracious ; his heart overflowed with kindness, cortipasmoa, 
and tenderness to the whole human race. The j^rcat em- 
ploymci»t c f '•{'% lift?, wa« u> dr i^^cocl rj the b^d' -;> h^A vouls 
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of men. In this, all his thoughts, and all his time, were 
constantly, and almost incessantly occupied. 

5. He went about dispensing his blessings to all around 
him, in a thousand different ways; healing diseases, reliev- 
ing infirmities, correcting errors, nemoving prejudices; pro- 
moting piety, justice charity, peace, and harmony; and 
crowding into the narrow competes of his ministry more 
acts of mercy and compassion, than tlie longest life of the 
most benevolent man upon earth ever yet produced. 

6. OVer his own passions he had obtained the most com- 
plete command; and though his patience was continually 
put to the severest trials, yet he was never overcome, ne- 
ver betrayed into any intemperance or excess,'in word or 
deed ; ** never once spake unadvisedly with his Ups." 

7. He endfiPed the cruellest" insults itom his enemies, 
with the utmost composure, meekness, patience, and resig- 
nation ; displayed astonishing fortitude under a most pain- 
ful and ignominious death: and, to crown all, in the very 
midst of his torments on the cross, implored forgiveness 
for his murderers, in that divinely charitable prayer, " Fa- 
ther, forgive them, for they know not what they do." 

8. Nor was his wisdom inferior to his virtues. The doc- 
trines he taught were the most sublime, -and the most im- 
portant, that were t^ver before delivered to mankind ; and 
every way worthy of that God, from whom he professed to 
derive them, and whose Sou he declared himself to be. 

9. His precepts inculcated the purest and most perfect 
morality ; his discourses werevfull of dignity and wisdom, 
yet. intelligible and clear; his parables conveyed instruc- 
t&^in the most pleasing, familiar, and impressive manner ; 
agbilhis answer to the many insidious questions that were 
p&t *to him, showed uncommon quickness of conception, 

- sot!indness of judgment, and presence of mind ; completely 
^baffled all the artsfioes and malice of his enemies ; and ena- 
bled him to elude all the snares that tvere laid for him. 

10. From this short and imperfect sketch of our Saviour^s 
character, it is evident that be was, beyond compar'son,' 
the wisest and the most virtuous person that ever appeared 
in the world. bielby, bishop of lonoqk* 
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CHAPTER I. 

SELECT SBKn'ENOES AND PARAGRAPHS. * 



SECTION I. 

Jmfiroverttent of time, 
DEFER not till to-ino?row to be wise ; 
To-morrowVsun to thee may never rise. 

Moral culture. 
If good we plant not, vice will fill the place ; 
And rankest weeds the richest soils deface. 

The 7ioblest art, f^ 

Indulge the true ambition to excel 
In that best art,-— the art of living well. 

Life a state of trial. 
In its true light, this transient life regard : 
This is a state of trial, not reward. 
HapfxineBB doznestic. 
For genuine happiness we need not roam ; 
. "I*is doubtless found with little, and at home. 
Virtue and Vice firogreBMive, 
The human heart ne'er knows a state of rest 
Bad leads to worse, and better tends to best. 
^- Humility, ^' 

Be humble ; learn thyself to scan : 
Know, pride was never made for ^an. 

Contentment is hapfiineas. 
Could wealth our happiness augment ? 
What can she give beyond oontent ? 
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VirttuTU altogether lovtly. 
Virtue is amialrle, mild, serene : 
Without, all beauty ; and ail peace within. 

SelffiartiaHty. 
The faults of our neighbours with freedom we blame» ' 
But tax not ourselves though we practice the same. 

Candour and forgiveneaa. 
i il ow noble 'tis to own a fault ! . 
How gen'rous and divine to forgive it I 
- Troubles from ourselves. 

'Tis to ourselves, indeed, we chiefly owe 
The multitude of poignant griefe we teel. 

Re»ignal4Qn4 
Nor love thy life, nor hate ; but when thou liv'st^ 
Live well ; how long or short, permit to tieay'n. 

SECTION II. 

Integrity y ; 
Tub man of pure and ample heiEi^r \ 

Through life disdain^ a double part, x 

He never needs the screen of Bes, ^ ^ 

His inward bosom to disguise. *^ 

Best use 0/ riches. 
When wealth to virtuous hands is giv'n, 
It blesses like the dews of Heav'n ; \ 

Like Heav'n it hears the orphan's cries.; ^ 
And wipes the tears from widows' eyes. 

Choice of friends. 
■ Who friendship with a knave has made, 
Is iudg'd a partner in his trade> 
'Tis thus, that on the choice of friends 
Our good or evil name depends. ., 

Christian morality. 

"Tis our part, 

As Christians, to f(«^t the wrongs \ie feel 
To pardon tresspasses \ our very foes 
To love and c^rish ;'to do good to all 5 
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Live peaceably : and be> in all our acts, 
Wise as the serpent, and gentle as the dove. 
Hofte in affliction. 

,. ^....^hall we pine, 

And be dish^rted with a day of grief, 
When the same hand which brought affliction pn 
detains its pow'r, and can, with equal ease, 
Remove it ? 

J^olly of envy. 
Can you discern another's mind ? 
Why is 't you envy ? Envy's blind. 
Tell Envy, when she would annoy, 
That thousands vant whajt you cpjoy. 

The wish, 
I sigh not for beauty, nor languish for wealth ; 
But g^ant kind Providence ! virtue and health. 
Then, ricjjer than kings, and more happy than' they, 
My days^ shall pass sweetly and swiftly away. 

* Cenaoriousness refiroved. 

In other men we faujits can spy, 
And blame die mote that dims their eye ; 
Each little speck and blemish find, 
To our own stronger errors blinds-— 
Ere we remark another's sin, 
Let our own conscience look within. 

Self command. 
Ungovem'd wrath, and fell resentment fly : ^ 

They rend the soul, as tempest rend the sky. 
Shun peevish humours r they corrode the breast, 
/ And cloud the brow : are childish at the best. 
I^eam to control your tongue, that restless thi«g ! 
Of mischief oft and shame the fatal spring. 
Inacrifition on a sun-dial, 

Mark well my shade, and seriously attend 
^ The uient lesson of a common friend :— 
Since time and life speed hastily away, 
And no one can recall the former day, 
Improve each fleeting hour before 'tis past ; 
And know, each fleeting hour may be thy last. 
K2 
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SECTION in. 

Source of true A^tftfimcsB 

The happiness of huDaaB kind 

Ccmsists ki rectitude of mind, 

^ ^mil stibdu'd to teasoD's ^way. 

And pwsions practk'd to obey ; 

An open and a gen'roas heart, 

Refin'd from selfishness and art ; 

Tatience which mocks at fortune's pow'r. 

And wisdom neither sad nor ^ur. 

Love to God producer love to men. 
Let gratitude in acts of goodness flow ; 
Our love to God, in love to'man below. 
Be this our joy— to <alm the troubW breast. 
Support the weak, and succour the distressed ; 
Direct the wand'rer, dry the widoifra tear ; 
The orphan guard, the nnlung spirits cheer, 
Though smatl our pow V to act, though m€§^ our skill> 
God sees the lK»rt he judges by the wil). 

Men mutually helpful. 
Nature expects inaitkind should share 
The duties of the public care. 
Who's born for slotti ? To some we find 
The ploughshare's annual toil assign'd. 
Some at the sounding anvil glow : 
Some the swift-sliding shuttle throw £« 
Some, studious of the wind and tick, 
From pole to pole our commerce guide ; 
While some, with genius more refin'd, 
With head and tongue' assist mankind. 
Thus, aiming at one common end. 
Each proves to all a needful friend. 

To blcBB^ U to be bleB%ed\ 
When young, what honest Iriumph fiush'd my breast, 
This trufli once known,— To bless, is to be bless'd 1 
I led the bending beg^ on his way \ 
(Bare were his feet, his tresses silver gray ;) 
Sooth'd the keen pangs his aged'spirk ielt. 
And on his tale with mote attention dwelt. 
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As in his scrip, I dropped my Uttle stof e, 
And wept to think that little was no more; 
HebreathMhisprayer, — ^^ Long maysuch goodness live 1'' 
'Twas all he gave, 'twas all he had to give. 

. Efiitafih on a, young wflfnan. 
In dawn of life sbegwisely sought her €k>d: 
And the straight path of thorny virtue trod. 
F^ond to oblige^^oo gentle to offend f 
Belov'd by all, to all the good a friend ; 
The bad she censur'd by her life akme ; , 

Blinds to their faults, severe upcm her owft : 
In ot^^i' griefs a tender part she bore ; 
* And with the needy shar'd her little $tore ; 
Aft distance viewM the world with pious dread ; 
And to God's temple for prote^^tion fled ; - 
There sought that peace which Heav'n akme can give ; 
Anft learn'd to die ere others learn ^o live. 



CHAPTER II. 

NAREATlVE PIECES, 

SECTION I. 

The looking-glass or ill-humour corrected. 

I. THERE was a little stubborn dame, 

Whom no authority could tame : 

Res^ve by long indirigence grown. 

No will she itiinded but her own : 

At trifles oft she'd scoid or fret ; 

Then in a corner take n seat, ^ 

And sourly moping all the day, 

Dis^in alike to work or play. 
3. Papa all softer arts had wicd 

And sharper remedies applied ; 

But both were vain ; for ev'ry course 

He took still made her worse and worse. 
3. Mamma observed the rising lass, 

By stealth retiring to the glass, 
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To practice Ettle ak^iwsee% 

In th£ true genius of thirteen : 

On thka deep design she li^, - -? 

To tame the humour of the mjiid ; 

Contrii^ag, like a prudent mother^ » 

To make one folly cure anoth^ 

4. ij^pon the wall^ against the seat, 
Which Jessy us'd for her retreat, ^ . 
Whene'er hy accident offended, 

A looking-glass was straight suspended, 
That it indght show her bow def<MTn'd: 
She look'd, and frightful, when she storn^ ^ 
And i^am'd her, as she priz'd her beauty^ 
To bend her* humour to her daty,^ * 

5. All this^he lookin^-^lass achieved ; 

. Its threats were min^d, and believ'd. 
The maid, who spurn'd at all advice, <i 

Grew tame and gettUcJn a trice : 
So when all other means had fail'd^ 
The silent pionitor prevail'dr ' - wilkie. 

SECTION IIv: 

The Butterfly and the snail ; of, etevatibn renders little 
minds firoud and insolent, 

1« All upstarts insolent in place, 

Recnind us of thfjir vulgar race. 
As in the sunshine of the mom, 

A Butterfly (but newly born) 

Sat proudly perking on a rose ; 

With pert conceit his bosom glows : * 

His wings (all glorious to behold) 

Bedropt with azffej jet, and gold. 

Wide he displays ; the spangled dew • ^ 

Reflects his eyes, and various hue. 
2. His now forgotten friend, a snail. 

Beneath his iMmse, with slimy4ra|l^ I 

Crawls o'er the grass ; whom when he spies, 

In wrath he'to flie gard'ner cries^ 

*' What means yon peasant's dai^HoU, 

From choking weedi to rid the soil ? 
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Why wake you to the morning's care ? 
Why with new arts correct the year? 
Why grows the peach with crimson hue ? 
And why the plum's invit\pg blue ? ^ « 
Wh^re they to feast his taste design'd * * "' 
That vermin of voracious kind ? 
Crush then the slow, the pilPring race ; 
So porge thy garden frqwi disgrace.** 

3. *' What arrogance !" the Snail replied ; 
" How insolent is upstart piride ! 
Hadfit thom not thus witli insult vain 
Provoke'd my patience to coroplak), 

I had conceard thy meaner birth, m ^ 
Nor traced thfee to the scum of earth. 
For scarce «ine suns have wakM the hotfrs, 
To swell the fruit, and paint the ftow*rs, 
Siiice I thy humbler life surveyed, ^ . 
In Base and sordid guise ai^y'd: 
A hideous insect, vile, unclean^ 
You dragg'd a slow and ndsome train j 
And from your spider bowek drew 
Foul film, afld spun the dirty due. 

4. I own my humble life good friend; 
Snail was I born, and Snail shall end. 
And what^s a Butterfly? At best, 
He's but a caterpillar drcss'd : 

And all thy (race a numeroos seed) 

Shall prove of caterpillar breed." oay . 

SECTION III. ^ 

T/ie Brother and Sister : or^ mental excellence iufierior te 
fiersonal beauty, 

' \ . Warn'd by our counsel oft beware, ^ 
And look into yourseh'es with care. >7 

There was a certain father had ^ 'v » 

A homely girl and comely lad. \ 

These being at their childish play 
Within their mother^s room one day, 
A looking-glass was on the chair^ 
And they beheMI their faces theiQ, 
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2. The boy grows prouder as lie looks; 
The girl is in a rage, nor brooks 
Her boasting brother's jest and sneers, 
AfiroDted at eagh wonl she hears. 
ThenfflJ'her father down she flies, 
And urges all^he can devise 
Agabst the boy, who could presume 
To meddle in a lady's room. 

3. At which, embracing each in turn - 
With' most affectionate concern 

" My dears," said hoj^'^you must not pass 

A day without this useful glass : 

You, lest y^ spoil a /pretty face, 

8y dtnng tSmgs to your disgrace—- 

You, by good conduct to correct 

Your form, and beautify defect." smart. 

.SECTION IV. 
The Lam^ end the Pig; or^ nature and educafhn. 

1. CoMsuLTthe moralist, you'll find 
That education forms the mitid. 
But education, ne^er supplied. 
What rulings nature has denied. 

If you'll the following pagfe pursue, 
My tale shall prove this doctrine true. 

2. Sbce to the mose all brutes belong. 
The lamb shall usher in my song ; 
Whose snowy fleece adom'd her skin, 
Emblep of native white within. 

Meekness and love possess'd her soul, ~ 

And innocence had crown'd the whole. 

3. It chanc'd upon a luckless day, ^ 
The little wanton, full of play, 

Rejoic*d a thimy bank to gain ; 
But'short the triumphs of her reign I 
The treacherous slopes her fate fortell, 
And soon the pretty trifler fell. 

4. Beneath, a durty ditch impressed 
Its nure upon her spotless vest. 
What greater ill could lamb betide. 
The butcher's barb'rous knife bende ! 
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&i The shepherd, wounded with her cries, 
Straight to the bleeding sufferer flics, 
The lam kin in his arms he took, 
And bore her to a neighboring brook, 
The silver stream her wool refin'd 
Her fleece in virgin whiteness shin'd. 

6. Cleans'd from polulion's every stain. 
She join'd \\tv fellows on the plain; 
And saw afar the stinking shore. 

But ne*er approach'd those dangers more, 
The shepherd bless'd the kind event, 
And view'd his flock with sweet content. 

7. To market next he shap'd his way, 
And brought provisions for the day : 
But made, for winter's rich supply, 
A purchase from a farmer's sty. 

The children round their parent crowd ; 
And testify their mirth aloud. 

8. They saw the stranger with guiprisc, 
And all admir'd his little eyes. 
Familiar grown he shar'd their joys ; 
Shar'd too the porridge with the boys, 
The females o'er his dress preside; ^ 
They wash his fece and scour his hide. 
But daily more a swine he grew, 

For all these housewives e'er could do. cotton. 

SECTION. V. 

The Bee and the Ant ; or^ the advantagea of afifilication 
and diligence in early years, 

1. On a bright dewy summer's mom 

A Bee rang'd o'er the verdant lawn; 

Studious to husband ev'ry hour, 

And make the most of ev'ry flow*r. 
3. Nimble from stalk to stalk she flies. 

And loades with yellow wax her thighs ; 

With which the artist builds her comb. 

And keeps ail tight and warm at home: 

Or from the cowslip's golden bells 

Sucks honey to enrich her cells;. 
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-^ Or ev*ry tempting rose pumies, %: • 

. Or sips the lily's fragrant dews; 
Yet never robs the shining bloom. 
Or of its beauty, or perfume. 
Thus «bc discharged in ev*ry wiy, 
The various duties of the day. , 

3. It^hancM a frugal hjA was near, 
Whose brow was forrow'd o'er by care: 
A great econocnist was shet, 

Nor less laborious than the Bpe : 
By pensive parent oftea taught 
Wh^t ills arise from want of thought j 
That poverty on sloth depends, 
On poverty the loss of fiiends. 

4. Hence every day tb^ ant is found 
With anxious steps to tread the ground ; 
With curious search to trace the gain 
And drag the heavy load with^k). 

^. The Active Bee with pleasure saw 
The Ant fulfill her parent's law 
Ah I sister-labourer, says she, 
How very fortunate are we! 
Who, taught irr infancy to know 
The comforts which fiomr labour flow. 
Arc independent of the gr^t, 
Nor know the wants of pride and state. * 

6. Why is our food so very sweot ? 
Biscause we earn before we eat. 
Why are our wants so very few ? 
Because we nature's calls pursue. 
Whence our complacency of mind I 

' Because we act our parts assign'd. 

7. Have' we incessant tasks to do? 
, Isnot all nature busy t6o? 

Does not the sun with constant pace 
Persist to run his annual race ? 
Do not the stars fvhich shine so bright, 
Renew their courses ey^ry night? 
Docs not the ox obedient bow 
- His patient lift, k, and draw their plough? 
Or when d'' - Ve the gen'rojoa steed 
Withbol'^ h . 'r niir or his speed. corroK, 
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SECTION VI. 

The Doves » 

1. Heas'ning at ev'ry step he treads, 

Man yet. mistakes his way, 
While meaner things, who instinct l^ds. 
Are rarely known to stray. * 

2. One silent eve I wandered late, 

And heard the voice of love ; 
The turtle thus addressed her mate, 
And soeth'd the list'ning dove: 

3. " Our mutual bond of faith and truth, 

No time shall disengage ; 
Those blessings of our early youth, 
Shall cheer our latest age. 

4. While innocence without disguise, 

And constancy sincere, 
Shall fHl the circles of those eyes, 
And mine can read them there; 

5. Those ills that wait on all below 

Shall ne'er be felt by roe ; 

Or, gently felt, and only so, 

■>■ As being shar'd with thee. 

6. When lightnings flash among the trees, 

Or kites are hov'ring neftr, 
I fear lest thee alone they seize, 
And know no other fear. 

7. 'Tis then I feel myself a wife. 

And press thy wedded side, 
Resolv*d a union form'd for life 
Death never shall divide. 

8. But, oh ! if, fickle and unV^haste, 

(Forgive a transient thought,) 
Thou couldst become unkind at last, 
And scorn thy present lot. 

9. No need of lightnings fr^jm on high> 

Or kites with eruel beak; 
L 
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Denied th* endearments of thine eye^ 
This widow'd heart would break,'* 
10. Thus sang the sweet sequestered bird, 
So£t as the passing wind ; 
And I recorded what I heard,— 
A lesson for mankind. . coopek. 

SECTION VII. 

. , The Goldfinches: 

1 . All in a garden, on a currant bush 

Two UoMfinches had built their airy ^seat ; 
In the next orchard li^d a friendly thrush, 
Nor distant far, a woodlark's soft retreat. 

2. Here, bless'd with ease, and in c^ch other bless'd 
With early songs they wak'd the neighb'ring groves'; 

' Till time matur'd their joy, and erown'd their nest 
With infant pledges of their faithful loves. 

3. And now, \vhat transport glo^M in eithcr's eye I 
What equal fondness dealt th' allotted food ! 

What joy each other's likeness to decry' 
And future sonnets in the chirping brood ! 

4. But all ! what earthly happiness can last ? 
How does the fairest purpose often foil ! 

A truant school-boy's wantonness could blast 
Their flattering hopes, and leave them both to wail. 

5. Tljie most ungentle of his tribe was he ; . 
No gen'rous precept ever touch'd his heart : 

With concord false, and hidebfis- prosody. 
He scrawl'^d his task, and blunderM o'er his part. 

6. On mischief bent, hemark'd with rav'nous eyes, 
Where^ wrapt in down, the callow songsters lay ; 

Then rushing, rudely siez'd the glitt'fing prize, 
And bore it in his impious hands away ! 

y. But how shall I describe, in numbers rude, ' 
The pangs for poor Chrysomitris decreed, 

When, from her secret «tand, aghast, she view'd 
The cruel spoiler perpetrate the deed? 
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8. " O grief of griefs I" with shrieking voice she cried, 
" What sight is this that I have lived to see ! 

O ! that I had in youth's fair season died, 
From all false joys, and bitter sorrows free. 

9. Was it for this alas I with weary bill, 
Was it for this I ppis'd th* unwieldy straw ; 

For this I bore the moss from yonder hill, 
Nor shunn'd the pon'drous stick along to draw ? 

10. Was it for this I pick'd the wool with care, 
Intent with nicer skill our work to crown : 

For this, with pain I bent the stubborn hair, 
And lin*d our cradle M^ith the thistle's down ? 

1 1. Was it for this my fre^om I resigned 

And ceasM to rove at large from plain to plain 
For this! sat at home whol%days confin'd. 
To bear the scorching heat, and pealing rain ? 

12. Was it-^for this my watchful eyes grew dim ? 
For this the jposes on my cheek turn pale ? 

Pale is my golden plumage, once so trim ! 
AAd all my wonted mirth and spirits Ml !'* 

13. Thus sung the 4noumful bird her pitepus tale ;— 
The piteous tale her mournful mate rdy^n'd : 

Then side by side they sought the distant val^; 
And there in secret sadness inly moum'd. jago. 

SECTION VIII. ' ,^ 

■ The Pet Lamb. 

1. The dew was falline fast, the stars began to blink ; 

I heard a voice; it said, " Drink pretty creature, 

drink 1" 
And looking o'er the hedge, before me I espied, 
A snow-white mountain Lamb, with a maiden atits side. 

2. No other sheep were near, the lamb was all alone, 
And by ^ slender cord was tether'd to a stone ; - 
W ith one knee on the grass did the little maiden kneei^ 
While to the mountain** Lamb she gave its evening^ 

meal. 
3» 'Twas little JBarbara Lethwaite, a child of beauty rare : 
I watch them with delight ; they* were a lovely pair. 
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And now with emptor can, the maiden turn'd away, 
But ere ten yards were gone her footsteps did she stay. 
A:, Towards the Lamb she look'd and from that shady place, 
I unobserved could see the workings of her ftice : 
If nature to her tcngue could measuPd numbers bring. 
Thus, thoBglit I, tol^r Lamb that XiXxXt maid would sing. 

'5. What ails the young one ? what ? why pull so at thy 

cord ? 
Is it not well with thee ? well both for bed and board ^ 
Thy plot of grass is soft, as green ^s grass can be : 
Rest, little young one, rest; what is't thataileth thee: 
6. What is it thou would'st seek ? What's Wanting to 

thy heart ? , V 

Thy limbs are they not strong ? and beautiful thou art : 
This grass is tender grj^ss ; these Eowers they have 

no peers; 
.And that green corn all day is rustling in. thy ears. 

:^. If the sun is shining hot, do batstretcl) thy ««oollen chain. 
This beech is standing by, its covert thou canst gain. : 
For rain and mountain storms the like thou need'st 

not fear; 
The rain 4^ storm are things *which scarcely can 

convehere. 

8. Rest, little young one, rest ; thou hatt forgot the day 
When my father found thee first in placed far away : 
Many %ocks were on the hills, but thou wert ownM by 

none; 
And thy mother from thy side for etev more was gpne^ 

9. He took thee in liis arms, and in pity brought thee 

home ; 
> A blessed day for thee ; then whither wouldst thou 
roam ? * 
A fidthful nurse thou hast ; the dam that did the yean^^JSL 
Upon the mounlain tops, no kinder could have bee^^^f^ 

10. Thou know'st that twice a day, IVe brought thee in 
^ this can 

^ Fresh water from the brook, as clear as ever ran : 
And twice in the day, w^en tho ground is wet with dew, 
I bring thee draughts of milk, warm milk it is and 
new.-^ 
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11. It will not} will not rest ! — Poor creature I can it be 
That his thy mother's heart, which is working so in 

thee ? - 
Things that I know not of perhaps to thee are dear, 
And dreams of things which thou canst neithei^ see 

nor hear. 

1 2. Alas ! the mountain tops that look so green and fair ! — ' 
I've heard of fearful winds and darkness' that come 

there : 
The little brooks, that seem all pastime and airplay, 
When they are angry, roar like lions for their prey. 

13. Here thou need*st not dread the raven in the sky; 
'He will not coAe to thee ; our cottage is hard by. 

Night and day thou art as sale as living thing can be : 
Be happy then and rest j T^^at is't that aijeth thee ?" 

WOUDSWOHTH. 

SECTION IX. . 

The Farmer the Sfianiel and the Cat. 

1 . As at his board a Farmer sat, 
Replenished by his hom ely tri^at, 

His fav'rite Spaniel near him stood," * 

And with his master shar'd the food ; 

The crakling bones his jaws devour'd, 

His lapping tongue the trenchers scoured ; *" 

Till sated now, supine he lay, 

And snor'd the rising fumes away. 

2. The hungry Cat, in turn drew near. 
And humbly crav'd a servant's share. 
Her modest worth \^ master knew, 
And straight the fatt'ning mprsel threw- 

3. Enrag'd the snarling cur awoke, 
^And thus with spiteful envy spoke: 

'^ " They only claim a rig^t to eat, 
'' Who earn by services their meat; 

Me, zeal and industry inflame 1^ 

To sCour the fields, and spring the game ; *" 

Or, plunged in the wint'ry , wave, ^ 

For man the wounded bird to save* 

4. With watchful diligence I keep 

From prowling wolves his fleecy sheep.: 
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At home hia midnight hours secure^ 
And drive the robber from the door. 
For this his breast with kindness glows, 
^or t^is his hand the food bestows. 

5. And shall thf indolence impart 
A warmer friendship to his heart. 
That thus he robs me of my due, 

To pamper such vile things as you ?'* 

6. " I own,** with meekness, Puss replied, 
" Superior merk on your side ; 

Nor does my heart with envy swells 
To find it recompens'd so well : 
Yet I, in what my nature can. 
Contribute to the good of man. 

7. Whose iclaws destroy thfe pilf 'ring mouse r 
Who drives the vermin from the house ? 
Or, watchful for the ^ab'rin^ swain, . 
From lurking rats secures the grain ? 
From hence if he rewards besto.w, ' 
Why should your heart with gall o'erfiow ? 
Why pine my happiness to see, 

Since there^s enough for you anci me ?*' 

« Thy words are just," the Farmer cried,^ 
And spurn'd the snarler from his side. gay. 

SECTION X. 

. The Wheat and the fVeedt. ' 

1. *TwAS in a pleasant month of spring, ^ * 
When flowerets bloom and warblers sing :, 
A field of wheat began to rise, 

The farmer's hope, his cdfcrtry's prize, 
When lo ! amid the op'ning ears, 
A various crop of weeds appears. 
• The poppy, soldier-like array'd^ S 

Its flimsy scarlet flow'rs displayed. 
Some like the lofty sky, where blue ; 
And some were ting'd with goldeo hue ; , 
But every where the wheat was seen. 
Clad in one robe of modest green. 

2. It cbanc'd three youths, in city bred, 
That knew to eat — ^not raise their bread, 
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For pleasure's sake had rambled there, 
To see the sun^ and breathe fresh air. 
Of herbs and gr*in they littl6 knew ^ 
What Linnseus wrote, or Sinclair grew : 
But each, as o'er the field they gaz'd, 
What fancy led to, pluck'd and prais'd. 

3. '» See,'* said the first, ** this flow'r so red. 
That gently bows its blushing head ; 
Can the whole field a plant display, 
So rich, so noble, and so gay ?" , 
" Yes," said the next, " the flow'r I show, 
With star-like rays, and sky*like blue. 
So much does your dull plant outshine, 
That the best choice is surely mine." 

4, " Stop," said the third, " the flow'r I hold. 
With cluster'd leaves of burnish'd gold. 
Than yours or his, is richer dressf^'d ; 
The- choice I've made, is doubtless bcst."^ 
In this, however, each agreed, 
That nothing could his own exceed, 
And that the rising blades of green, 
Did not deserve to grow between. 

.). A Farmer chanc'd behind the gate 
To overhear the youths' debate : 
Knowing from ign'rance error springs, 
He strove to teach them better things. 

6. " My lads," he said," now understand, 
These are but weeds that spoil our land ; 
But the green blades you trample down. 
Are wheatj man's food, and nature's crown. 
With art and pains tl^^crep is sown. 
And thus your daily bread is grown^ 
Alas ! your judgtoent was not right. 
Because you judg'd from outward sights'" 

SECTION XI. 

' Economy the source of Charity, 

1. By gen'rous goodness taught, my early y6uth 
Soon learn'd humanity.— My parents died — 
Orphans have claims on charitable souls ; 

' The pious Edgar thought so : mov'd perhaps 
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By the soft eloquence of infant tears, 
Perchance by nature prompted, to his roof 
H^ led the fatherless. — 

- 2. It T?as the seat 

Of nuptial happiness ; a rustic, cot, 

Small yet convenient for their wants were few : 

"And Edgar, knowing what all men should learn. 

Was with his lot contented. — Happy state ! 

Labour he plied for exercise, hot gain. 

At early dawn, he led me to the field ; 

And, drawing morals from each task he took, 

•Told me, '' That every seed well sown, on earth, 

Would yield full harvest in that awful day, 

When all arrears of labour shall be paid j 

Each well-meant toil rewarded.'*— - 

3. Once, perchance* 
I fouttd him busied near a murm'ring rill t 

To various little streams he turned its source, 
'Where, wand'ring devious throu^ his neat-dressM if rounds, 
It cheer'd the green copse, fill'd the earing-corn ; 
Then trickled gently through the perfum'd grove. 

4. "Mark well my child," he said; "this Httle^tream 
Shall teach thee Charity. It is a source 

I never knew to fail: directed thus 

Be that soft stream, the fountain of thy heart 

For, Oh ! my much lovM child, I trust thy heart 

- Has those affections that shall bless thyself; 
And flowing softly, like this little rill. 
Cheer all that droop." 

5. The good man did not err ; 
The milk of human -kiftdntisswarm'd my breast -, 
Young as r was, Ifelt for others' woes, 

And, when 1 could, reliet'd them*.— «Yet I Was young I 

And, having -lavish'd all my infant store. 

In gewgaw toys, and childish foolenes, 

I dp remember well, a veteran, old, 

Maim'd and disfigur'd by the hand of war, ^ 

Irnplor'd my charity. 

6. Ifelt^alas! 

His various wants—sore, sick> and wan, he seemM 
My Httlc hcan bled at each wound he show'i 
Alas ! Alas ! replied my infant thoughts, 
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And shall want cloud the evening of his days 
Whose noon of life was toil ?— And then I \yept.— 
,It was the first time that I e'er knew want : 
I was indeed a bankrupt. 

'7. Edgar came. . 

I wept, but spoke not ; for my heart was full, 
*» What wilt thou give my boy ?" — Fearing a lie, 
I sobb'd out truth most sadly. Edgar felt ; 
Pardon'd my folly ; (for he lov'd ray tears ;) 
And gave what sooth'd the poor man's misery. 
But, in our evening walk, behold ! the stream 
Was dry. I ask'd the causes— " 

8. " Mark me, my child '. 

This rill, I told thee of, through all thy life, 
Should teach thee Charity. — Now let it teach, 
If yet thou hast to learn, that^the bless'd source 
Of lib'ral deeds, is wise Economy. 
This morn, like thee, I drew the stream tod fast : 
Now — ^when the parch'd glebe wants its wat'ry aid. 
The souBce is all exhausted." 



CHAPTER UL 

DIDACTIC PIECES- 



SECTION I. 

To some children listening to a lark. 

1. SEE the lark prunes his active wings, 
Rises to heaven and soars and sings I 
His morning hymns, his mid-day lays, 
Are one continued song of praise.. 
He speaks his Maker all he can. 
And shames the silent tongue of man. 

3. When the dcclinitig orb of light 
Reminds him of a]^proaching night, 

. His warbling vespers swell his breast ; 
And, as he sings, he sinks to rest, 
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2. Shall birds instructive lessons teach, 

And we be deaf to what they preach ?— 

No, ye dear nestlings of my heart; 

Go, act the wiser songster's part ; ^ 

Spurn your waim couch at early dawn. 

And with your God begin the morn. 
4. To him your grateful tribute pay, 

Through ev'ry period of the day, 

To him your evening songs direct ; 

His eye shall watch, his arm protect : 

Though darkness reigns, he*s with you still ; 

Then sleep, my babes, and fear no ill. cotton. 

SECTIONII. 

The advantages of early religion* 

1. Haffy the child, whose tender years 

Receive instruct^n well ^ 
Who hates the sinner's path, juid fears 
The road that leads to hell. 

2. When we give up our youth to God, 

'Tis pleasihg in |iis eyes : 
A flow'r that's offcr'd in the bud, 
Is no vain sacrifice. 

3. *Tis easy work, if we begin 

To fear the Lord betimes ; 
While sinners, who grow old in sin, 
Are harden'd in their crimes. 

4. ^will save us from a thousand snares, 

To mind religion young, 
It will preserve our foll'wing years. 

And make our virtue strong. 
5 To thee, Almighty God ! to thee 

Our childhood we resign ; 
'Twill please u« to look back and see 

That our whole lives were thine. 
6. Let the sweet work of pray'r and praise 

Employ our youngest breath ; ^ 

Thus we're prepar'd for longer days, 

Or fit for early death. watts. ' 
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SECTION III. 

Peace and love recommended, 

1. Let dogs delight to bark ai^^bite : 

For God hath made them SojJ. >• 
Let bears and^Lions growt«ttdfaght j 
For 'tis their nature too. 

2. But children, you should never let 

Such angry passions rise ; 
Your little hands were never made 

To tear each others eyes, 
c. Let love through all your actions run, 

And all your words be mild ; 
Live like God's well bejoved Son. 

That sweet and lovely child. 

4. His soul was gentle as a lamb ; 

And as in age he grew, 
He grew in favour both with man, 
And God his Father too. 

5. The Lord of all who reigns above. 

Docs from his heav'nly throne, 
Behold what children dw^ll in love, 
And marks them for his own. 

SECTION IV. 

To a young woman with a watch, *♦ 

I. While this gay toy attracts thy sight, 
Thy reason let it warn : 
Ai)d seize, my dear, that rapid time, 
That never must return. 

!. If Idly lost, no art nor care 
The blessing can restore ; 
And Hcav'n requires a strict account 
For every mispent hour. 

. Short is our longest day of life. 
And soon its prospect ends ; 

.Yet on that day's uncertain^date, 
Eternity depends. 
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4. But equal to our being's aim, 
The space to virtue giv'n j 
And ev'ry minute, well improvM 
Secures an age in Heav'n. carter. 

SECTION V. 

Verses accompanying a nosegay. 

1. Thou canst not steal the rose's bloom, 

To decorate thy fSace ; 
* But the sweet blush of modesty, 
Will lend an equal grace* 

2. These violets scent the distant gale ; 

(They grew in lowly bed ;) 
So real worth new merit gains, 

By diffidence o'erspread. . . 

3. Nor wilt thou e'er that lily's white, 

In thy complexion fiad ; 
Yet innocence may shine as. fair, 
Within thy spotless mind. 

4. Now, in the op'ning spring of life, 

. Let ev'ry flow'ret bloom ; 
The budding virtues in »hy breast 
Shall yield the best perfume. 
' 5 . This nosegay, in thy bosom placM, 
A moral may convey : 
For sipon its brightest tints shall fade, 
And all its sweets decay. 
6. So short-liv'd are the lovely tribes 
Of Flora's transient reign : 
They bud, blow, wither, fall and die ; 
Then turn to earth again, 
r. And thus, my dear, must ev'ry charm, 
Whifch youth Is proud to share. 
Alike this quick succession prove, 
And the same truth declare. 
8. Sickness will change the roseate hu^, 
Which glowing health bespeaks ; 
And age will wraiikle with its cares 
And smile on beauty's cheeks. 
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9.Mxit as tlicf frag:rant myrtle wreath, 

Will all the rest survive : . 

So shall the mental graces still. 

Through endless ages live. 

SECTION VI. 

Duties of, the morning, 

}• Sjbe the time for sleep *has run? . 

Rise before or with the sun. 

Lift thy hands and humbly pray, 

The Fountain of eternal day, 

That, as the light serenely fair. 

Illumines all the tracts ot air; 

The sacred spirit so may rest, 

With quickening beams upon thy breast ; 

And kindly clean it all withia, 

From darker blemishes of sin ; 

And shine with grace until we view 

The realm it gilds with glor/ too : 
^ See the day that dawna in air. 

Brings along its toil and care. 

w^"^ ^^® ^«^P of night it springs, 

With heaps of business on its wings : 

Prepare to meet them in a mind, 

That bows submissively resign^ ; 

That would to works appointed fall ^ 

That knows that God has ordered all. 
3* And whether, with a small repast. 

We break the noble morning fast ; 

Or in our thoughts and houses lay 

The future methods of the day j 

Or early w^Ik abroad to meet 

Our business with industrious feet : 

Whatever we think, whatever we do 

His glory still be kept in view. 
4. O, Giver of eternal bliss, 

Heav'nly Father, grant me this I 

Wrant it all as well as me, --^ 

All whose hearts are lix'd on thee; 
Who revere the Son above ; 

Who thy sacred S|>irit love.' - ^j^^^^^ 

M 
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SECTION VIL :-' 

Tht mind to he cultivated, 

i. Heaii, ye lair mothers of our isle, 
Nor scorn your ]^oet*s homely style. 
What though my thoughts be quaint or new. 
I'll warrant that my doctrine*s true : 
Or if my scntimeDts be old, 
Remember, truth is sterling gold. 

2. You judge it o£ important weight. 

To keep your riMngoffsprmg straight ? 
For this such anxiofis moments feel, 
And ask the friendly aid of steel ; 
For this import the distant cxa^ 
Or slay the mofiftrch of the main. 

3. And shall the saul be wrap'd aside^ 
By passion, prejudice, aud pride i 
Deformity of heart I call 

The worst defoi iaifty of all. 

4. Your cares to body arc coiifin'd ; 
Few fear obliquity of mind. 
Why not adorn the better part ? 
This is a nobler therac,for art. 
For what is form, or wh^t is face^ 
But the souPs index, or its case ? 

5. Now take ^ siniHc at hand; 
Compare the mental soil to land. 
Shall fields be till'd with annual care 
And minds lie fallow cv'ry year ? 

O, since the crop depends on you, 
Give them the culture which is due : 
Hoe ev'ry weed, and dress the soil ; 
So harvest shall repay your toih 

6. If human mind* resemble trees, 
(As ev'ry moralist agre'^s,Y . 
Prune all the stragglers ot your vine 
Then shall the purple clusters shine. 
The gard'ner knows that fruitful life 
Demand his salutery kmfe : 

For every wild luxuriant shoot, 

Or Irc^s the blodm) oir i^arve* the fruit, ccmon- 
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SECTION VIII. 

Defiendenee on Frovidencn. 

1. IIegahd the world with tautiou« eye, 

Nor raise your expectation high. 

See that the balanc'd scales be snch^ 

You neither fear nor hope too much. 

For disappointment's not the thing ; 

^Tls pride and passion point the sting ; 
5J. Life is a sea where storms must rise ; 

'Tis folly talks of cloudles skies : 

He who contracts his sweUing sail, 

Eludes th%fury of the gaU*-, ^ 

Be still noi anxious thoughts employ 5 

Distrust embitters present joy : 

On God for all events depend ; 

You cannot want when God's your friend. 

Weigh well youi; part, and do your best; ?- 

Leave to your Makir all the rest. 

4. The hand whidi fcrm^d thee in the womb, 
Guides from the cradle to tlio tomb. 
Can the fond mother slight her boy I 
Can she forget her prattling joy ; 

Say then, -shall sovereign Love desert 
The humble and the honest hearth 

5. Heav'n may not grant thee all thy mind ; 
Yet say not thou that Heav'n's unkind^ 
God is alike both good and wise, 

In what he grants, and what denies : 
Perhaps what Goodness gives to-day, 
To morrow, Goodness takes a:vay* 

6. You say, that troubles intervene ; 
That sorrows darken half the scene. 
True— and this consequence you see, 
The world was ne'er design'd for thee 
You're like a passenger below, 
That stays perhaps a night or so ; 
But still his native country lies, 
Beyond the boundaries of the skies. 

7* Of Heav'n ask virtue, wisdom, health ; 
Dttt never let thy pray'r be wealth. 
• - » 
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If food be thine^ (though little gold,)- 
And raiment to repel the cold ; 
Such as isay nature's want suffice. 
Not whtft from pride and folly rise ; 
If soft the motions of thy soul, 
^ And a calm conscience crowns the whofc : 
Add but a friend to all this store, 
You can*t in reason wi^h for more : , 
And if kind Heav'n this comfort brings, 
'TismorethaaHeav'n bestows on kings* ccTrrox^ 



CHAPTER IV. 

DESCRIFTIVE PISCES. 



^ SECTION I. . 

ThtfiltlaBurca^freUremenK 
\, HAPPY the man, whose wish and care 
A few paternal acres bound ; 
Content t« breath his native air, 
In his own ground. 
2. Whose herds with milk, whoso fields with bread- 
Whose flocks supply him with attire ; 
Whose trees in summer yield him shade, 
In winter fire 

). Blest who can unconcepnMly find 

Hours, days, and years, slide soft away. 
In health of body, peace of mind, 
Quiet by day. 

4. Sound sleep by night; study and ease,, 

Together raix'd ; sweet recreation, 
And innocence, which most does please. 
With meditation. 

5. Thus let me live, unseen, untoown ; 

Thus.uniamented let me die, 
Steal from the world, and not a stohe 

Tell where I lie. popt. 
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SECTION ir. 

The Sluggard, 

3 . *Tis the voice of tbe sluggardt—I h^ardfeim complain, 
" You havcAvak'd me to soon, I must slttmber again." 
Aar the door on its hinges^ so he on his bed 
Turns Lis sides, and his shoulders, and his heavy head. 

2. *< A little more sleep a little more slumber :'* 
Thus he wastes half his days, and his hours without 

number: 
And when he gets up, he sits folding his hands, 
Or walks about sauntering, or triHing he standi. 

3. 1 pass'd b^ the garden, I saw the wild brier. 
The thorn, and the thistle, grow broader and higher, 
The clothes that hang on him are turning to ragS; 
And his money still wastes, stiU he starves dr he begs. 
,4.1 made him a visit, still hoping to find 

He had ta'en better care for improving his mind : 
H^ told mc his dreams, talk'd of eating and drinking ; 
But he scarce reads the Bible, and never loves thinking. 

5. Said I then to my heart, " Here*s a lesson for me ; 
That man's but a picture of what I might be; 
l^\it thanks to my friends for their care in my breeding-, 
Who taught me betimes to love working and reading V' 

WATTS* 

SECTION 111. 

Crcc:ticn and Providtnee* 

1. I SING th' almighty pow'r of God, 
That made the mountains rise ; 
That spread the flowing seas abroad, 
And built the lofty skies. 

2. 1 sing the wisdom that ordain'd 
The sun to Inile the day : 
The moon shines full at his command^ 
And all the stars obey* 

M2 ^ , 
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3. I sing the goodness of the Lord, , 

That fill'd the earth with food ; 
He formM the creatures with his word 
And then pronouncM them good. 

4. Lord i how thy wonders are display'd 

Where'er I turn mine eye ; 
If I survey the ground I tread^ 
Or gaxe upon the sky I 

S» There's not ^ plant or flower below 
Butmakes thy glories known; 
And clouds arise, and tempest blow? 
By order from thy throne. 

6. Creatures (as num'rous as they be) 

Are subject to thy eare ; 
There's not a place where we can flee, 
But God is present there. 

7. In Heaven he shines with beams of love : 

With wrath in hell beneath ! 
*Tis on his earth I stand or move. 
And 'tis his air I breathe. 

8. His hand is my perpetual guard ; 

He keeps me with his eye : 
Why should I then forget the Lord, 

Who is for ever nigh ? WAX-rs. 



SECTION IV. 



ji morning in afiring^. 

I, Lo ! the bright* the rosy morning, 
Calls me forth to take the air : 
Cheerful spring* w th smiles return ing, 
UsTiers in the new-born year. 

^. Nature now in all her beauty, 
With her gently-moving tongue 
Prompts me, to the pleasing duty 
Of a grateful morning song. 



y Google 



-^ 



Chafi» 4i* Descrijitive Pieces, 139 

5. See the eariy blossoms springing ! 
See the jbcund lambkins play ! 
Hear the lark and linnet singing, 
Welcome to the new-born day ! 

4. Vernal music^ softly sounding, 

Echoes through the verdant grove ; 
Nature now with life abounding, 
Swells with harmony and love* 

5. Now the kind refreshing showers, 

Water all the plains around : 
Springing grass and painted flowers, 
In the smiling meads abound 

6. Now their vernal ^ress assuming. 

Leafy (obes adorn the trees; 
Odours now, the^air perfuming, 
Sweetly swell ihe gentle breeze. 

7. Praise to thee, thou great Creator \ 

Praise be thine from ev'ry tongue : 
^ Join, my soul, with every creature ; 
Join the universal song I 

8. For ten thousand blessings giv'n ; 

For the richest gifts bestow'd ; 
Sound his praise through earth and heaven ; 
Sound Jehovah's praise aloud ! fawcett. 

SECTION V. 

Heavenly wisdom, 

1. How happy is the man who hears 

Instruction's warning voice ; 
And who celestial Wisdom makes 
His early, only choice. 

2. For she has treasures greater far 

Than east or west unfold 5 
And her reward is more secure 
Than is the gain of gold, 
o. In her right hand she holds to view 
A. length of happy years ; 
And in her left, the prize of fame 
And honour bright appears. , 
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\ 
t. She guides the young, with innocence, 
In pleasure's path to tread : 
A crown of glory she bestows 
Upon the hoary head. » 

5. Accordiri^«^8 her labours rise, 
So her rewar3^ increase : 
Her ways arc ways orpleasantness, 

And all her paths are peace-. log an. 

SECTION VL 

TAe Man of Robs* 

1 . Rise, honest muse ! and sing the Man of Ross—*' 

Who hung with woods yon mountain's sultry brow ? 

From the dry rock who bade the waters flow ? 

Not to the skies in useless coluttxns tost, 

Or in proud fails magnificently lost ; 

But clear and artless, pouring through the plain, 

Health to the sici^, and solace to the swain. 
'i. Whose^auseway parts the vale with shady rows ? 

Whoso scats the weary traveller repose ? 

Who taught that heav'n-directed spire to rise ? 

^< The Man of Ross," each lisping babb replies. 

3. Behold the market-place with poor o'erspread 1 
The Man of Ross divides the weekly bread. 

He feeds yon alms-house, neat, but void of state, 
Where Age and Want sit smiling. at the gate. 
Him portioned maids, apprentic'd orphans bless'd j 
The young who labour, and the old who rest. 

4. Is any sick ? The Man of Rols relieves, 
Prescribesj attends, the med*cinc makes, and givcsj 
Is there a variance ? Enter but his door, , 
Ealk'd are the courts, and contest is no more. 
Thrice happy man I enabled to pursue 

What numbers wish, but want the povY*p to do. rop^.. 

SECTION VIL 

'^**- Re^nation, 

1. While son^e in folly's pleasures roll. 
And seek the joys that hurt (he soul ; 
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Be mine, that silent calm repast, 
A peaceful coAscfence to the last : 

2. That tree which bears immortal fruity 
Without a canker at the root j 

That ftiend, which never fails the just, 
When other friends must quit their trust* 

3. Come then, my souli be this thy guest, 
And leave to folly's sons the rest : 
With this thou ever may'st be g^yi 
And night shall brighten into day. . 

4. With this companion in the shade. 
My soul no more shall be dismayed ; 
But fearless soeet the miidnight glootn, 
And the pale monarch of the tomb. 

o. Though tempests drive me from the shore^ 
And floods descendi and billows roar ^ 
Though death appear in cv*ry form) 
My little bark shall brave the storm. 

6. Amid the various scene of illsi 
Each stroke some kind design fulfils ; 
And shall I mut'mur at my God, 
When sovereign love directs the rod ? 

7. Peace, rebel thoughts — ^I'll not complain ; 
My Father's smiles suspend my pain ; 
Smiles, that a thousand joys impart. 

And pour the balm that heals the smart* 

8. Though Hqav*n afflict, I'll not repine ; 
Each heart*felt comfort still is mine ; 
Comforts that shall o'er death prevail, 
And journey with me through the vale. 

9> Bless'd Saviour ! cheer that darksome way, 
And lead me to the realms of day ; 
To milder skies and brighter plains, 
, Where everlasting sunshine reigns. caTTG.\. 
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SECTION VIU. 

* Character of Chi^. 

\, Behold, ^vhere, in a mortal fornii 
Appe^irs each grace divine y 
The virtues, all in Jesua met, 
With mildest radiance shine- 

2. Tiie noblest love of human kind 
InsplrM his -holy breast ; 
In deeds of mercy, words of peace^ 
His ^ndness was express'd. 

- 3, To spread the ra)rs of heav'nly light, 
To give the mourner joy, 
To preach glad tidingsno the poor, 
Was his divine employ* 

4. Lowly ia heart by all his friends, 

A friend and servant fond ; 
He wash'd.their feet, he wip'd their tears, 
And heal'd each bleeding wound. 

5. 'Midst keen reproach, and cruel scorn, 

Patient and meek he stood : 
His foes, ungrateful, sought his life ; 
He laboured fot their good. 

6. In the last hour of deep distress, 

Before his Father's throne, 
With soul resigned he bow'd and said, 
* Thy will, ^.ot mine, be done !' 

7. Be Christ my pattern, and my guide 1 

His image may I bear ! 
O may I tread his sacred steps : 

And his bright glories share ! EjfFiEi.i). 
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CHAPTER V. 

PXtOMISCUOUS PIECES. 



SECTION!. 

Gratitude to the Supreme Being. 

1. How cheerful along tbe gay meadj 

The daisy and cowslip appear ! 
11)6 flocks as they carelessly ^eed. 
Rejoice in the spring of the year. 

2. The myrtles that shade the gay bow'rs 

Tbe herbage that springs from the sod 
Treesi plants, cooling fruits, and sweet flow 'r^? 
All rise to the praise of my Gox>. 

3. Shall man, the great master of allf 

The only.instnsible prove ? 
Forbid it, fair Gratitude's call I 
Forbid it, devotion and love 1 

4. The Lord, who such wonders could rais<e. 

And still can destroy with a nod, 
My lips shall incessantly praise ; 
My heart shall rejoice in my God. 

SECTION II. 

Acknowledgment of Divine favours. 

1 . Whene'er I take my walks abroad, 

How many poor I see i 
What shall I render to my God, 
For all his gifts to me ! 

2. Not more than others I deserve. 

Yet God has giv'n me more ; 
Fori have food, while others starve, 

Or beg' from door to door. 
0. How many children in ih% street, 

Halfnaked, I behold* 
While I am cloth'd from head to feetj 

And covered from the cold \ 
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4. While some poor creatures scarce tan teD> 

Where they may lay there head, 
. I hav« a home wherein to dwell, 
And rest q[>c)Q my bed. 

5. While others early kam to swear, 

And curse, and lie, and steal, 
Lord ! I am taught thy n&me to fear, 

And do thy hSy wUl. 
' 6. Are these thy favours day by day. 

To me above the rest ? 
Then let me love thee more than they, 

And try to serve thee best. watts. 

SECTION HI. 

The excellence of the Bible., 

i. Great God I with wonder and with pifaW^ 
On all thy Works I look ; 
But still thy wisdom, pow'r^nd -grace, 
Shine brightest in thy book. 
2. The stars, which in their courses roll, 
Have much instruction g[iv'n; 
But thy good w ^rd informs my soul 
How I may get to heav'n. 

3^ The fields provide me food, and show 
' The goodness of the Lord ; 
But fruits of life and glory grow 
In thy most holy wortJ. 

4. Here are my choicest treasures hid, 
Here my bast comfort lies; 

Here my desires are satisfied. 
Arid hence my hopes arise. 

5. Lord ! make me understand thy law. 
Show what my faults have been ; 

And from thy gospel let me draw 
Pardon for all my sin. 

6. For here I leamibuir Jesus died, 
To aav^ my souffrom hell ; 

Not all the books on earth t)Qside 
Such heav'nly wonders tell. 



y Google 



Chafi, 5. 



ProntiacuQ^8 Pieces* 



145 



\, 



7. Then let me love my Bible more^ 

And take a fresh delight, 
By day to read these wpndora o'er, 

And meditate by night. vatts. 

SECTION IV. 

On Industry. 

1. How does the little busy bee 

Improve each shining hour; 
And gather honey all the day. 
From every op*ning flow'ri 

2, How skilfully she builds her cell! 

How neat she spreads the wax ! 
And labours hard to store it well, 
With the sweet food she makes. 

. 3. In works of labour or of skill, 
I would be busy too ; 
For Satan finis some mischief still 

For idle hands to do. ^ ^. 

4. In books, or work, or healthful play, 
Let my first years be past ; 
That I m^y give for ev'ry day 

Some good account at last. wattSc 

SECTION V. 

On early rising. 

How (odiish t^ey who Icngthen'night) 
And slumber in fhe morning light ! 
How sweet at early morning's rise, 
To view the glories of the skies. 
And mark with curious eye the sun 
Prepare his radiant course to run I 
Its fairest form then nature wears, - , 

And clad in brightest green appears, 
The sprightly lark, with artless lay, 
Proclaims the entrance of tiie day. ^ 
How sweet to breathe the gale's per/umeT 
And feast the eye with nature's bloom I 
N 
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Along the dewy lawn to rove, 

And hear the music of the grove t . 

Nor you, ye delicate and fair, - 

Neglect to taste^ the morning air ; 

This will your nerves with vigour braces 

Improve and heighten evVy grace : 

Add to ypur breath a rich perfume ; 

Add to your cheeks a faireF bloom : ' ^ 

With lustre teach your eyes to glow ; 

And health and cheerfulness bestow. Armstrong* 

SECTION VI. 

The drovmtng Jiy, 

1 . In yonder glass, behold a drowning fly I 
Its little feet how vainly does it ply I 
Poor helpless insect I and wUl no one save ? ^ 

Will no one snatch thee from thjB threafning grave ? 
My iinj;er'8 lop shall prove a friei^ly shore.— 
There, trembler, all thy dangers nbw are o'er. / 
Wpc thy wet wings, and banish all thy fear : 
Go, join thy num'rous kindred in the air. 
Away it Hies ; resumes its harmless play ; 
And Jighily gambols in the golden ray. 
2 Simile nouspectaiors,«t this humble deed: 
For you. perhaps, a nobler task's decreed :, 
A youni? and linking family to save ; , . 

' To rais^i the thoughtless from destruction's wave i 
To you, iv>r help, the wretched lift their eyes 2 - 
Oil I hear, tor pity's sake, their plaintive cries ; 
Ere loaf^, unless some guardian interpose, 
O'er their devoted heads, the floods may. Close. 

SECTION y II. 
To U 'RedbttaBt. 
UtTL^ bird, >^th bosom t^ 
, Welcome to mf huml^e sh^d . 
Daily near my uble g^, 
While I pi<* my ?^»*? ^^^' . 
Doubt not, little though there be, ^ 

Bdt I'll cast a crumb to thee ; 
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WjBll rewarded, if I spy . 

Pleasure io thy glttncing eye •, 

See thee, when thou'st eat thy 61^ 

Plume thy breast and wipe thy bill. 

Come, my feather'd friend, again ! 

Well thou know'st the broken pane. 

Ask of me thy daily store ; 

Ever welcome to my door ! lanohorne. 

SECTION VIII. 

To a cftild Jive ytara old, 

1. Fairest fiower all flowers excelling, 

Which in Milton's page we see : 

Flawers of Eve's ctnbov/er'd dwelling, 

Are, my fair one, types of thee. 

2. Mark, ray Polly, how the roses 

Emulate thy damask cheek ; 
How the bud its sweets discloses — 
Buds thy opening bloom bespeak. 
5. Lilies are by plain direction 

Emblems of It double kind; « 

Emblems of thy farr complexion. 

Emblems of thy fairer mind. 

4, But, dear girl, both flowers and beauty 

Blossoni, fade, and die away ; 

Then pursue good sense and duty, 

Evergreens, jirhich ne'er decay, cotton. 

SECTION IX. 
The Rose, 

1. How fair is the rose ! what a t>eautifQl flow'r ! 

In summer so fragrant and gay ! 
But the leaves are beginning to fade in an hour, 
And they wither and die in a day. > 

2, Yet the rose has one pow'rful virtue to boast, 

Above all the flowers of the field : 
When its leaves ar£ all dead, and fine colours lost, 
t Still how sweet a perfume it will yield I 
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3, So frail is the yopth ^iid the beauty of meOf 

> Though they bloom and look gay Hke the rose : 
For all our foiid care to preserve them Ss rain ; 
Time kills them as fast as he goes. 

4. Then I'll not be proud of my youth or my beauty, 

Since bpth of them wittiei^aiid fide : 
But gain a good name by performing my duty ; 
This >rlll scent tike a rose when I'm dead.. 

WATTS. 

SECTION X. 

7%e Ant^ . 

1. TuBSE emmetsy how little they are in our eyes \ 
We tread them to dust and a troop of them dies,^ 

Without our regard or coi^cern r 
Yet as wise as we are« if w« went to their schooli 
There^ many a sluggard* and many a fool^ 

Some lessons of wisdom tnight leara. 

2. They don't wear their time out in sleeping or play^ 
J3ut gather up corn in a sun-shiny day. 

And for winter they. lay up their stojrea :- 
They manage thpr work in such regular forms, 
One would think they foresaw all the frosts and the 
storms; 

And so brought their food within doors; 

3. But I have less sense than a poor creeping ant, ^ ' 
If I take not due care for thi^tirings I shall want; ** • 

Nor provide against dangers in tiniie, 
When death or old age shall stare in my face, 
What a wretch shall I be in ihd' ^d of mj days. 

If I trifle away a^l their piiltae I 

4. Now, now,while my s^ength and my youth are in bloom ^ 
Let me think wbai will ^rye me when sickness shall 

come, ! * 

And pray that my sins be foTgiv'n : 
Let me read in good books, and believe and obey ; 
That, when death turns «ie out of this cottage of cUy, 
I m§|y dwell in a palace in Heav'n. watxs. 
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SECTION Xt. 

ji morning hymn,'- 

1. My God, who makes tbe sua to know 
. His proper heur to .rise, 

And to give light to all below, ^ . 

Does send hini round the skies, 

2. When from the chambers of the east 

Jiis morning race begins, 
^ never lires, nor stops to rest; 
^ut lotind the world he shines. 

3. So, like the sun, would I fulfil 

The bus'ness of the day : 
Bej^in my work betimes, and still 
March on my heav'nly way. 

4. Give me, O Lord, thy early grace: ' 

Nor let my spul complain, 
That the -young morning of my days 

Has all been spent in vain. watis. 

SECTION XH. 

An evening hymn.. 

1. And now another day is gone, 
ril sing my Maker's praise : 
My comforts ev'ry hour make known 
His providence and grace. 
. 2. But how my childhood runs to waste ! 
My sins, how great their sum ! 
Lord ! give me pardon for the past, 
And strength for days to come. 
3. 1 lay my body down U) sleep ; 
Let angels guard my head, 
And through the hours of darkness k^en 
1 heir watch around my bed. 
4. ^V kb cheerful heart I close my eyes. 
Since God wilj pot remove : /^ 

And mrhe morning let me rise, 
l^^joicmgm hisloiK?. 

N 2 WATTS. 
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SECTION xrii. 

T/te winter's day , 

h Whew raging storms deform the air, 
And clouds of snow descend : 
And the wide landscape, .bright and fair^ 
No deepened colours blend j 

2. When biting frost rides on the wind, ^ 

Bleak from the north and east, j 

And wealth is at its ease reclin'd, ^ 1 
Prepared to laugh and feast j ^ 

3. When the poor trav'ller treads the plain?. '» ; 

All dubious of his way ; l 

And crawls with night-increasbg pain, . 
Ai>d dreads the parting day j' 

4. Wlien poverty in vile atiire, 

ShHoks from the biting blast, 
Or hovera o'er the pigmy fire, 
And fears it will not last ; 

5. AVhen the fond mother hugs her child 

Still closer to her breasc [ 
And the poor infant, frost-beguird, ^ 

Scarce feel that it is prcst ; * 
5. Then let your bounteous hand extend ^ 

Its blessings to' the poor ; 
Nor spurn the wretched, wjiile they bend 

All suppliant at your door.. • 1 

• * - , ■ ' ■ '', \ 

SECTION xi\r. 

CamfiaaaioH and forgiveness, 

1. I HEAR the voice of wo; 

A brotbermoital moums.f 
My eyes with tears, for tears o'erflow ^ 

My heart his sighs returns. 4 

2. I hear tne thirsty cry ; . 

The famish'd beg for bread ; 
O let tny spring its streams supply ; " . < 

My handils.bouBty shed.— 
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3. And shall not wrath relent, 

Touch*d by that humble, strain? 
My brother crying, " I repehtj 
Nor will offend again ? 

4. How else, on sprightly wing, 

Can hope bear high my pray'r, 
Up to thy throne, my God, my King, 

To plead for paiMon there V* sconv 

SECTION XV. 

The ignorance of man* 

1. BfiHOLD yon new-born infant griev'd 
With hunger,;thirst, and piin; 
That asks to have the wants relievM 
It knows not to complain. 
2.* Aloud the speechless suppliant cries, 
And uttefs, as ii can, 
,Tt)e woes that io its bosom rise, 
And speak hs naturc-^-man. 

3. That infant, whose advancing hour 

Life's various sorrows try, 
(Sad proof of sin's transiui&sive pow'r T 
That infant, Lord am I. 

1. A cliildhood yet my thoughts confess, 

Though long in years mature^ 

Unknowing whence I feel distress? 

And where, or what, its cijire. 

4. Author of good ! to thee I turn,: 

Thy ever- wakeful eye 
, Alone can all my wants di&cei^h; 

Thy hand alone suppjy. 

6. O let thy fear withiii me dwell : 

Thy love my footsteps guide : 
That love shall all vain love expel; 
That fear all fears beside. 

7. And oh ! by errors force subdu'd, 
• Since ok my stubJborn will 

"^ Preposterous shuns the latent good 

And grasp the apecioua ill ; 
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8. Not to my wish but to roy waot, . ' ^ 

Do thou thy gifts apply : - . 

Utiask*d, what gopd thou ^newest, grant I ] 
What ill, though askM, deny. merrick. 

> " ■ ■ i 

SECTION XVI. 
The ha/jpy choice, 

1. Beset with snares on ev'ry hand, 
In life's uncertain path I stand: 
Ptolher Divine I diffuse thy light, 
To guide my doubtful footsteps rig^ht. 

2. Engage this frail, and wav'ring heart, 
W isely to choose the beiter part ; 

' To scorn the trifles of a day, 

For joys that never fade away. • 

3. Then let the wildest storms arise ; 
Let tempests mingle eariK ^nd skies : 
No fatal shipwrtck shajl I fear! 
But all my treasures wirh me bear. 

4. If thou my Father ! still art nigh, 
Cheerful I live, and peaceful die : 
Secure, when mortal comforts flee, 
To find ten thousand worlds in thee. 1)0ddribgk. ; 

SECTION XVII. 
The fall of the leaf . 
1. See the leaves around us falling, 

Dry and with er'd to tJie ground; -.^ 

Thus to thoughtless mortals calling, , 

111 a sad and solemn sound : 
2rf " Sons of Ad^m, (once iu Eden, 
When, like us he blighted fell.) 
Hear the lecture we are nading ; 
'Tis, alas ! the truth we tell. 
3. Virgins, rmich, too much presuming 

On ^KHir ooasted white and red ; * 

%yew us late m heauiy blooming, * " » 

|*Ntmiber^d now among the dcadu 



' Digitized f)V VjOOQ4^- 



C/iafuJ. PromiHUou^ Pieces. 153 

4. Youths, though yet no losses giievtt you> 

Gay in healtb^ and jns^ny a graces 
Let not cloudless skies dt:ceive you ; 
Sum Bier gives to autunon place. 

5. Yearly in our course returning, 

Messengers of shortest stay i . . 

Thus we preach this truth concerning, 

Heav'n and earth shall pass aWay. 

6. On the tree of life eternal, 

Man let all thy hopes be staid ; 
Which alone, for ever vernal, 

Bears a leaf that ahall not fade." na. uorne. 

SECTION xviir. 

7Vu9t in the goodneB^ of God. 



, Why, O- my soul, if hy thus deprest, 

And-wht;nce this anxious fear? 
Let former favours fix thy trust, 

And check tfie rising tear. 
• When darkness and when sorrows rosey 
And prirss'd on ev'ry side, 
Did not the Lord sustain thy steps, 
And was not God thy guide ? 
. Affliction is a stormy dvcp. 

Where wave resounds to wave: 
Thougli o'er my head the billows roll, 
I know the Lord can save. 
. Perhaps before the morning dawns, 

He'll reinstate my peace; 
For he Svho bade the tempest roar, 

Can bid the tempest Cease. 
, In the dark watches of the night, 

I'll count his mercies o'er ; 
I'll praise him foi- ten thousand past, 

And humbly sue for more* 
. Then, O my soul, why thus deprest. 

And whence this anxious fear? 
Let former favours fix thy trust, 
And cbecic the rising tear. 
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7. Here will I rest, and build my hopes, 
Nor murmur at his rod ; 
He's mote than all the world to' me, 
My health, roy lifej my Godi cotton. 

SECTION XIX. 

^\ The ChrUtian race. 

* I. Awake my soul, stretch ev'ry nerve,' 

And press with vigour on : • - 

A heav'nly race demands thy zeal, 
And an imniortal crown. 

2. A cloud of witnesses around. 

Hold thee in full survey : 
Forget the steps already trod, \ 

And onwardf urge thy way. 

3. 'Tis God'f all animating voice, 

That calls thee from on high ; 
'Tis his own hand pres^ms the prize ^' C 

To thine aspiring eye ; *^ 

4^ That prize with peerless glories bri|^t, 
Which shall new l!(;istre boast, 
When victorfs wreath^''|nd monarchs' gems, 
^ Shsdl J3leiuLin.xommoii dust. 
5. My soul, with sacred ardour fir'd, 

The glorious prize pursue } ; 

And meet with joy the high command, 
^ To bid this earth adieu. boddridge. , 

SECTION XX. > 

* 

The dying Christian to his aoui, 

'1 . Vital sparks of heiavenly fiame ! 
Quit, oh quit this mortal frame : 
Trembling, hoping, ling'ring, flying, 
Q the pain, the bliss of dying I 
Cease, fond nature, cease thy strife, - 
And let me languish into life. 

2. Hark ! 4hey wisper ; angels say, 
•< Sister spirit come away." 
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What is this absorbs me quite ; 
Steals my senses, shuts my sight) 
Drowns my spirits^ draws my breath \ 
Tell me, my soul, can this be death ? 
3. The world recedes ; it disappears \ 
Heav*n opens on my eyes ! my ears 
With sound seraphic ring : 
, Lend, lend your widgs ! I mount ! I fly ! 

O Grave \ where is thy victory ? 
O Death ! where is thy sting ? pope. 

SECTION XXI. 

Efiitafih on afioor and virtuous man, 

1 . Stop, reader, here, •and deign to look 

On one without a name ; * • 
Ne'er entered in the ample book 
Of fortune, or of fame. 

2. Studious of peace, he hated strife ; 

Meek virtues lilPd his breast; 
His coat of arms, *<a spotless litie ;'* 
<< An honest heart," his crest. . 

3. Quartered therewith was innocence ; 

And thus his ^motto ran ; ' 

<**A conscience void of a|L offence 
Before both God and man." 

4. In the great day of wrath* though pride 

Now scorns his pedigree. 
Thousands shall wish they'd beenallie4 
To this great family. ^ 

SECTION XXII. 

L(ytie to enemies, 

1. WasK Christ, an^ong the sons of meni 

In humble form was found, ' 
With cruel slanders, false and vaioi 
He was encompass'd round. 

2. The woes of men, his pity mov'd ; 

Their peace, he still pursu'd ; 
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Thty render*^ hatred for his lovei 
And evil for his good. 

S, Their nutice rag*d without a cause) 
. Yet« with his dying breath. 
He pray M for murd'rers on the cross> 
And blessM bis foes in death. 

4. From the rich fountain of his love, 

What streams of mercy flow ! 
"Father, forgive them," Jesus cries, - 
*» They know not what they do.** 

5. Let not'ttiis bright ej^ample shine, 

In vain before our eyes ? 
Give us, Great God, a«oul iilieitts, 
To love our enemies. watts. 

SECTION xxin. 

The dangerB and 9nare9 <^ life 

1 . Awake, my soul ! lift up thine eyes.; 
See there thy foes, against thee rise, 
In long array, a numVons host ! 
Awake, miy soul,, or thou art lost. 

2. Here giant danger threatening stands, 
Must'ring his pale terrific bands : 
There pleasure's «ilken banners- spread} 
AndwilUng'Souls are captive led'. 

3. See where rebellious passions rage, 
And fierce desires and Itists engage ; 
The meanest foe of all the train 

Has thousands and ten thousands slain.^ 

4. Thou tread'st upon enchanted ground : 

Perils and snares l;>eset thee round : 

Beware of all, guard every part. 

But-most the traitor, in, M?y heart. 
• 

5. Come then, my soOl, now learn to v^eld 
The weight of thine' ttnmorfal ahiekd : 
Put on the* armour from above 

^ Of heav'nlyf trUti ,and hfiav^olytlove* 
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s 6. The terror and the charm repel. 

And powers of earth, and pow*rs of hell : 

The Man of Calvary trtuinph'd here: 

Why should his faithful foJJoweBS fear I BAitB.«CXJ>- 

SECTION XXIV. 

The Druine Being knovfa and sees every Mng* 

i. Ij0fit>, thou ha«t searched and seen me thrtmgK, 
Thine eye beholds with piercing vicw,^ 
My rising and n\y resting hours, 
My heart and fle^h, with all their powers. 

0. My thoughts, before tfaey are mytiwn, 
Are to my God distinctly known ; 
He knows the words I mean to speak> 
Ere from my opening lips they break« 

3. Wit|iin thy circliag powV X standi 
On ev'ry side 1 find thy hand : 
Awake, asleep, at home, abroad, 

I am surrounded stiU with Crod. 

4. Amazing knowledge, vast, and great I 
What large eietent I what lofty height I 
My soul, wrth i^ the pow'^s I boast, 
Is ia the boundless prospect lost. 

5- O may these thoughts possess mj bre«^ 
Whoe'er I rove, where'er I rest ! 
Nor let my weaker passions dare t 

Consent to^ sin, for God is there,—:- 

6, Coirtd I so false, m faitbles proy«^ 

To quit thy service and thy love, 

W^erc, lUird, could I thy presence shun., 

,Or from thy dreadful gfoi'y run ? 
7 If up to heavn I take my fligbt, 

'Tis there thou dwell'st inthron'd in light : 

Or dive to belli thifirm vengeanrre Teigni^ . 

An4S«iMA|^rQao»betiieuth thy ohiana. 
8. If, mounted 09 a morning ray, 

1 jflf iieyond the ^esrtern sea ^ 
O 
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Thy swifter hand would first arrive^ 
And there arrest thy fugitive. 
9. Or ahauld I try to shun thy sight 

Seneath the spreac^ng. veil of night; 
>ne glance of thine^ one piercing rajif^ 
Would kindle darkness into day. 
10. Qh 1 may these thoughts possess my breas^ 
Where'er I rove, where'er I rest ; 
Nor let my weaker passions dare 
Cons^t to sin, for God is there. WA^rSb 

SECTION XXV. 

Ml nature atteeta the great Creator. 

K Hast thou beheld the glomus san. 
Through ail the. sky his circuit run, 
At irising mora, at clonng day, 
And when he beamM his noontide ray ? • 

2. Say, didst thou e'er attentive view 
The ev'ning cloud or morning dew ? 
Or, after rain, the wat'ry bow 

Bise in the east, a beauteous show ? 

3. When darkness had overspread the skifi^ 
Hast thou e'er seen the moon arise ^ 
.And with a mild and placid light, 

Shed lustre o*er the face of night \ 

-*. Hast thou e'er wandei^ o'er the plain, 
And view*d the fields, and waving grain ; 
The flow'ry mead, the leafy ^grove, ^ 

Where all is melody ^d love ? 

5, Hast thou e^er trod the sandy shorei ^ 

And heard the restless ocean roar, , 

When, rous'd by some tremendous stoma« 
Its billows roll in dreadful form ? 

A. Hasi thou beheld the lightning stream. 

Through night's dark gloom with sadden gleam ; 
While the beilolrii^; thunder's soupd 
BoU'd raUUi^ through the hear'nd profound I 
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7, Hast thou e'er felt the c»ttirig gale» 
The sleety show'r, the biting hail ; 
Behdd bright snow o'erspread the plains ; 
The water bound in icy chains ? 

8, Hast thou the various being* seen, 
That sport along the valley gteen ; 

' That sweetly warble on the spray 
Or wanton in the sunny ray ; 

9, That shoot along the briny deep, 

Or under growid their dwellings keep ; 
That through the gloomy forest range. 
Or frightful wilds and deserts atrangvel : - 

10. Hast thou the wondrous scene stti'vey'd 
That all ground thee are displayed ? 
And hast thou nfever raised thine eyes 
To Him who caused these scenes to rise ?, 

11. *Twa«"Golb who formed the concave sky, 
And all the shining orbs o- high : 
Who gave the various beings birth, 
Thkt people all the spacious earth. 

12. 'Tis He that bids the tempest rise, .. ^' . 
And rolls the thunder tlftouifh the «kieis 
His voice the elements obey : 
Through all the earth extends his sway. 

1 3 His goodness all his creatures share : 
But man is his peculiar care, — 
Then, while they alljirgclahn hi»-praise, 
Let man his roitretlic loudest raise. '^ 

SECTION XXVI. 

praise due to God for his wonderful ivorRs, 

1. Mv God ! all nature owns thy sway ; 
Thou giv*st the night, aud thou the day \ 
When all thy lov'd creation wakens, 
When mornings rich in luare, breaks, . 
And bathes m dew the opening flow'r, 
To thee we owe her fragrant hour; 
And when she pours her choral song. 
Her melodies to thee belong [ 
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2..0r whci), iR paler tipts arraf '^j 
The Ev'oln^ slowly sprcada lier shacl«, 
That SQolhmi; ahade, tl»t grateful gioonv 
Can, more tham day'a exJiv'uHifi^ bkxmiy 
Still ev'iT food and vai« desire^ 
And califier/puflt; thoughts inspire 'r 
From earth the pensive spirit free, ^ * 

And lead the softened heart to thee. . * 

3. In ev^ry scene thy hacda have ilress'ilt 
in ev*ry form by the impresft'd, . 
Upon the mountain's awful head^ 
-Cfewhcre the sheltVing woods are spread ; 



In ev^y iidte that swells the gale^ 
' Or tuneful stream that cheers the vale^ 

The cavern's depth, or echoing grove, 

A voice is heard of praise and love. 
4. As o'^er thy work the seasons roU^ 

And sooth, with change of bliss the tfOu1> 

O never may their smiling train 

Pass o'er the human scene in va!n J 

Bttt^ftt as on the charm we gaze, 

Attvihe the wond'ritig 30Ul ^to pnase ; 

Atid be the jdj^thai most we pi<itet 

The joys thtit frotn thy fav'oitf rise ! wilIums. 

SECTION XXVII. 

1. Whek life's tempestuous storms are o'er> 
How calm he meets the friendly short) 

Who lived averse to sin ! 
Such peace on virtue's path Mtends, 
That, where the sinner's pleasure ends, 

The good man's joys begin. , 

2. See smiling patience smooth his bin^w I 
See the kind angels waitings now^ 

To lia his^ soul on high I 
While eager for the blessed abode, 
He joins with them to praise the Cod« 

Who taught hm hew to die. 
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3. The horrors of the grave and hell, 
Those sorrows which the wicked feeH 

In vain their gloom display 
Foriie who bids yon comet burn, 
Or makes the night descend, can tutn 

Their darkn (CSS into day. ■' . 

4. No sorrow drowns his lifted eyes ; 

No horror wrests the struggling sighs > 

As from the einner's breast : 
Hi» God, the God of peace and love. 
Pours sweetest comforts from above, 

And sooths his h^rt to rest ! 

SECTION XXVIII, 

j^ kind and gattlet^mficr of great inifiorience tv the haji- 
, fifneaa of life. 

] • Since trifles make the sum of human thin|g, 
And half our mis'ry from our foibles springs.; 
Sinc0 life's best joys consist in peace and ease, 
And few can save or serve, but all can please : 
Oh I let th' ungentle spirit learn from hence, 
A small unkindness is c^ great offence. 

id. Large bounties to bestow, we wish in vain i 
But all may shun the guilt of giving pain. 
To bless mankind with tides of flowing weaHb, 
With powV to grace them, or to crown wiih^lrcaltb; 
Our little lot denies ; Jbut Hheav'n decrees 
To all the giftof minist'ring to ease, 

3. The gentle offices of patient love, 
Beyond all flatt'ry, and alt price above ; 
The mild*forbearance of another's feult ; 

The taunting word suppressed as soon as th^ghv: 
On these Heav'nbade the sweets of life- depend; 
And crushed ill fortune when it made a frieikk 

4, A solitary blessing few can find ; 

Our joys with tboiJe we love are interfwihHl: 
And he whose wakeful tenderness removes . ^ 

Theobstructii^g thorn which wounds theftien^l^W^s? 
. ftnooths not another's Tugged path aloiic, 
But scatters roses to adorn his own. 
02 
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5. SmaU slighla, contempt^ negjea, Qombc*^ whb hate. 
Make up in number what they want in weight : 
These, ami a thousand griefs, minute as these, 
U)rPode our cpmforts, and destroy our p^Kse. 

SECTION XXIX. . ' 

SimfilicUy. . . 

1. Hail, artless SimpHciljr, beatttifiil i»«d, 

In the genuine attra^ctions of Nature array 'd f 

Let the rich and the prou^ and the gay Und the vain^ 

Still laugh at the graces that move in thy train. 

2. No charm in thy naodest allurenients they find : 
The pleasures they follow a sting leave behind. 
Can criminal, passion enrapture the breast. 

Like virtue, with peace and serenity blessM ? 

3. O, would you Simplicity's precepts attend. 
Like usV with delight at her altar yoaM bend ; 

The pleasures she yields would with joy be embrace'd ; 
You'd pracfice-ftt)m virtue, and love them frofti taste* 

4. The linnet enchants us the bushes among ; 
Though cheap the musician, yet sweet is the song; 
We catch the soft warbling in air as it floats, 

And with ecstacy hang on the ravishing notes. 

5. Our water is drawn from the clearest of sptmgs, 
And our food, nor disease nor satiety brings : 
Oi^momings are ^heerfol, our labours are bless'd, 
Our evenings ar^ pleasant, our nights cro^n'd with rest. 

6. From ottr cultufeyofi garden its ornament finds ; 
And we cs^ch at the hint of improving our minds ; 
To live to some purpose we oonstandy try ; 

And we mark by our actions the days«a they flf . 

7. Since su«h iiu*e the joys thatMimplidty yields^ 
Wemay w^l be co!6tentwi|^ our woods andourfieid^ 
How uselMs to ^ ^ken» jhe gr«at, Irens y<mt* iiN«dth, 
When withoiuk wtpnrc^hftM b%t^pleaii|l%«ndiitalt^ 

MOES. 
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SECTION XXX. 

Cart and Chneroaiiy* i 

1 . Old Care with industry and art, 

At IcngtJi so well had play*d his part, . ^ 

He heap^fif up such an lample store, 

That av'ricf could not sigh for more; 
:2. Ten thousand flocks his shepherd told. 

His coff'ers overflow'd with gold ; 

The land all round him WSA his own, 

With corn his crowded gran'rief^ groan* 

3. In shbru so vast his charge and gain^ 
That to possess them was a pain : 
With happiness oppress'd he lies, 
And much too prudent to. be wise. 

4. Near him there liv'd a^beauteous ma^ld, 
With all the charms of youth array'd j 

Good, amiable, sincere, and free : C * , 

Her name was Generosity. ^ > 

5. 'Twas hers the largess to bestow 

On rich and poor, on friend and foe. - \ 

Her doori to all wer^ open'd wide; ^ 

The pilgrim there might «ife abide. 

6. For th' hungry and the thirsty crew, 
The bread she broke, the drink she drew 
There sickness laid her aching head, . 

And there distress could find abed. ''' ''\ . 

7. Each hour, witbL an jdl-bounteous hand, * , ^'^-.*^ 
Diffu«'d the blessings rouaiLihe land. '' i"f ' 
Her gifts axid glory lasted long. 

And numerous was the accepting throng. 

8. At length pale Penury seiz'd the dame, 
And fortune fled and ruin came ; 

She found her Hclies at an end, - 

And that she had not made one fdend'. e 

9. All blam'd her for not giving ifaore,, 

Nor thought oft what aheM done befbTfe-. ^ 

wShe wept, she rar^d, slie tope her hair) t 

When lo ! ^ eomfort her, cwftte Care ; 
10. And cided, m My diiir, if f»« wiH join 
. YdurlABdiniruptlftlboadfl'Wlt^imiiiet ' ,r 
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AH will be veil— ypu shall have store> 

And I be plag^'d with wealth Qo more. 
11. Though I restrtdn your bounteous hesort^ 

You shall act the generous part."-— 

The bridal came, great was the feast, 

And good the pudding and the priest. 
tSl, The bride in tiine moons brought him forth. 

A little mild of matchless worth T 

Her face was mix'd with care and glee ; 

And she was nam?d Economy. 
13. They sty I'd her feir discretion's queen, 

The mistreA of the golden mean. 

Now Generosity confin'd 

Perfectly easy in her mind. 

Still loves to give, yet knows to spare, 
^ Nor wishes to be free from Care. smakiv 

SECTION XXXI. 

The Slave. ^ 

1. Wide over the tremulous sea, ^ 

The moon spread her mantle <rf light ; 
And the gale, gently dying away, 
Breatii'd soft on the bosom of nights ' 

Q^, On the forecastle Maratan stood, 

And pour'd forth his sorrowful tale; 
! His tears fell unseen in the flood. 
\ff Hi9 sighs passed unhea'^d in the gale. 
. 5. « Ah, wretch r* in wild anguish, he criedy 
** From country and liberty torn ! 
Ah, Maratan, would thou hadst died, 
Ere o'er the salt waves thou wert borne I 
4. Through the groves of Angola I stray'd, 

Love and hope made iny bosom their home.; 
There I talk'd with my favourite miad. 
Nor dreamt of the soirow to come. , 
9. Prom the thicket the ttian-huoter apfohgr > 
My crieft echoed ioud througli the air : 
There were fury and wrath •& his toligue ; 
He was de»f to the voice of despair. 



y Google 



1 



Cftaiu 5. Promiscuous Pieeee. t65 

6. Flow yelears down my cheeks ever flow ; 
^ Still let sleep from my eye-lids depart ; 

And still may the sorrows of wo, 

Drink deep of the stream of my heart. 

7. But hark ! o'er the silenee of nighti 

My AdiU's accents I hear; 
And mournful beneath the wan light* 
I see her Icv'd image appear. 

8. Slow o'er the smooth ocean she glided. 

As the mist thatbangs light oti the wave , 
And fondly her partner she chides, 

Who lingers so long from the grave* 
9 f Ob, Maratan I haste thee' she cries, 

* Here the reign of oppression is o*cr 
The tyrant is robb'd of bjs prizef 

And Adila sorrows no more/ 

10. Now sinking amidst the dim ray, 

Her form seems '• fade on my view : 
O 1 stay thee, my Adila stay !^— 
Sho beckons|«-«nd I most pursue* 

11. To-morrow the white mvm in rain, 

Shall proudly gcco tii »t waJMn ei mpe i^ 
My shackles I plunge in th« m:ain^ 

And rush to the realms of tire brave l'^* 

SECTION XXXII. 

The Snuallowt. 

1 . Ere yellow autumn from our plains retir'd. 
And gave to wint'ry storms the varied year, 
The swallow race, with foresight clear inspir'd 
To southern climes prepared their course to slecr. 
J, On Damon's roof a grave assembly sat, 
His roof, a refuge to the fcathcr'd kind : 
With serious look he mark'd the nice debate^ 
And to his Delia thus address'd his mind. 

• It may not be improper to rewind tlie young reader, tliat the an 
gM^sh of the unliappy uegrooA, on being separmted for ever from their 
cdDotry and dearest connexions, with tlie dreadftil prospeet of perpetual 
^I^very» frequently becomes so exquisite, as to produce de?^gemci.r 
of mind, and suicide* 
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3. « Observe yon twitt'ping flock, my gentle maid ; 

ObserVct and read the wondrous ways of Hexv'ir I 
- With us, tfarougl) summer's genial reign they stay\\, 

And food and lodgings to their wants were:giv'n. 
4% But nov^ through sacred prescience, well they know 
The near approach of elemental strife; 
The blast 'ring tempest and the chilly snow. 
With eV'ry want and scourge o= lender life. 
5. Thus taught, they meditated ^ speedy flight; 

For thisj e'en now they prune their vig'rous Nying : 
For this, consult, advise, prepare, excite ; 

And prove their strength in many an airy ringv 
B\ They feel a pow'r an impulse all divine S . 

That wamathenr hence ; they feel it and obey : 
^o this direction all their cares resign,. 

Unknown their destin'd stage, unmarked their way^ 
7, And doee no power its friendly aid dispense. 
Nor give us tidings of some happier c&me ? 
Find we no guide in ipracious providence^ • ^' 

Beyond the siroke of death, the verge of time c 
^. Yes, yes, theiiac?ed oracles we hear, 

That point tb«4kath to realms of endless day ; 
That bids our hearts nbr <feath>nor anguish fear. 

This, future transporti that, to life the way. f 

9. Then let us timely for our flight prepare, r 

And form tl* soul for her divine abode ; ^ 

Obey the call, and trust tfl^ leader's care, ,' 

To bring us safe, through virtue's path to God, > 

to. Let no fond love for earth exact a sig^ ; 
No doubts divert our steady steps aside ; 
Nor let uft long to live, nor dread to die : 
Heav'n is our faope^ and providence our guide.'- 

JAGG, , • 
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